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Introduction:  You can say whatever you want about any religion, including Christianity, but Jesus Christ is better.  He is superior!  He is supreme over all creation and creation includes all religions and all rituals.

· He is better than the prophets (OT) because He is what the prophets were talking about. 
· He is better than the angels because they were created and He is the Eternal Son of God.
· He is better than Moses because Moses was a servant of God but Jesus is God’s Son.
· He is better than the Sabbath because it must be continually kept,  but Jesus gives rest from all your works having accomplished everything on your behalf. 
· He is a better priest because He was appointed directly by God rather than by a genealogy of men. 
· He is better than Abraham because Abraham only received the promise of Messiah while Jesus was the Promised Messiah. 
· He is a better Savior because He sits at God’s right hand interceding for and defending you.

Hebrews 8:1  Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,  

One of the things we consider when doing business or signing a contract is the character or integrity of the person we are considering.  It does not much matter what promises are made if the person making them is a low life or incompetent.  The contract with such a person is only as virtuous as they are.  Another word used in the Bible for a contract is “covenant.”   God’s Son Jesus came to make a better covenant with mankind.  A superior (we might even call it the ultimate or supreme) contract.  To do it He had to die on the cross.  The cost of closing the deal on this covenant was the brutal, voluntary death of a completely sinless human man, Jesus your Lord and Savior.  This is how Jesus said it:  

Luke 22:20   20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood. 

But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises [6]:  Because of Christ’s sinless character, Scripture tells us that He has been given or “obtained” a more excellent ministry than any person ever!  This ministry includes but is not limited to being a mediator of The New Covenant.  Almost every definition of “mediator” on line starts with something to do with the law.  But ultimately it gets to the idea that a mediator is someone who is a go-between in a conflict.  It is vital that the mediator is not biased toward one party or the other.  He represents both equally. The OT priests were the mediators of the OT covenant.  If men sinned (which they did every day) then they could offer a sacrifice (which they did every day) for that sinner’s sin. 

“Many false religions have priests, whose ministry is claimed to do just that—reconcile men with God, or with the gods.  These of course, are all pseudo-mediators because, though they may represent men to some degree, they do not represent God at all.”  John MacArthur Jr.  

Here is the problem.  The Old Covenant had mediators called priests.  They did what God told them to do, but they were not true mediators in that they were sinful men offering sacrifices for other sinful men. Every day of every year men broke their part of the Old Covenant.  The priests were incapable of bringing men and God together because they had nothing to offer that could take away sin and sin is the obstacle between men and God.   So they were sinful mediators of a covenant that was designed to reveal sin and not to take it away.  In this regard they were doing their jobs perfectly.  Jesus is better than that.  He mediates a better covenant (which we are about to learn about) and He perfectly represents men to God and God to men by being both God and man Himself.  As far as the “better promises” are concerned that is what the rest of the passage is about.  

For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second [7]:  There is a New Covenant because the Old one was not faultless.  It had faults by design!  God did not design it to take away sins but to reveal them.  He did not give the law to make men righteous but to convince them that they were not.  The Old Covenant was not false,  but it had faults….by design. 

For finding fault with them, He says, "BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH [8]:  God is quoting Jeremiah 31 here…. a prophet who pointed out all the sins of Israel and Judah again and again.  But suddenly in chapter 31 Jeremiah sleeps and as he sleeps…he dreams.

Jeremiah 31:3  3 The LORD appeared to him from afar, saying, "I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.

Ephraim is a synonym for the two tribes of the north who rebelled and turned to false golden calves as gods.  Jeremiah heard God say…

Jeremiah 31:20  20 "Is Ephraim My dear son? Is he a delightful child? Indeed, as often as I have spoken against him, I certainly still remember him; Therefore My heart yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on him," declares the LORD.

God used the Old Covenant of The Law to reveal the sinful rebellious heart of men.  He found fault with them because they never, ever kept their part of the covenant.  BUT…God promises Jeremiah, Israel (The Northern Kingdom), Judah (The Southern Kingdom) that there is a New Covenant coming.  

God has never made any covenant with Gentiles!  All His covenants have been with Israel.  Some believe that God is speaking allegorically here and really means the church rather than Israel (The Northern Kingdom), Judah (The Southern Kingdom). But Paul in Romans explains this clearly: 

Romans 11:1-2  I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.  

Romans 11:11  11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.

Romans 11:17-18  17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree,  18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.

Romans 11:25-27  25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery-- so that you will not be wise in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;  26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."  27 "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS."

Jesus stated unequivocally that The New Covenant is His doing and is available to all who will trust Him.  But why should this encourage us.  Will the nature and heart of men suddenly change so that they want to obey God this time.  Will they somehow have the moral integrity and spiritual strength to actually do what God says they must do to be holy and acceptable to Him?  Is there any reason to think that the New will end any differently than the Old did?  Actually yes!  Because this covenant is….

NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE LORD [9]:    There is reason to hope because it will be a different kind of a covenant.  The Old one is the Law given at Mount Sinai.  God gave it to them when He led them out of Egypt.  They were supremely confident that they could keep it and show they were righteous enough to merit salvation.  

Exodus 19:7-8   7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people, and set before them all these words which the LORD had commanded him.  8 All the people answered together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do!" And Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD.

God was present with them day and night.  He miraculously fed them and gave them water.  God “took them by the hand” but they still could not obey Him.   The New Covenant is totally NEW.  It is not another stab at the old one.  That one did not work because of human sin, brokenness and weakness.  God now explains:  
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This time the Law will be written on your heart and mind and not on tablets of stone.  Moses wrote the stone tablets that were in the Ark of the Covenant, but only God can write on a human heart. 

Let me ask you a serious question:  Do you want to obey God and never lie, steal, covet and dishonor one another?  Do you want to love Him with all your heart, and soul and mind and strength?    Now here is another question.  Do you think unbelievers want that too?  Do the rebel armies in Congo who kill every male in a village drink their blood and rape every woman want that?  What about antifa as they beat down people in the street and steal and destroy?

This is exactly what “I will put my laws into their minds” means.  For those who come to Christ, the mediator of New Covenant something entirely new takes place.  The wicked I have just mentioned all have The Law of God already and yet it makes no difference whatsoever.  When you come to Christ He writes!  

A Word about “Worm Theology.”  While it is true that we are broken sinners you are not just like every other sinner.  It is not true that you have no value and are like a worm.  This is what is true.  God has loved you before the foundation of the world.  He sent His own Son to die for your sins.  The Holy Spirit came and brought you to faith and gave you a new heart.  Ezekiel spoke of it thousands of years ago and tied it directly to The New Covenant that God promised to Israel.   

Ezekiel 36:25-27  25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.
 
"AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH EVERYONE HIS FELLOW CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE LORD,' FOR ALL WILL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST OF THEM [11]:  This covenant has not been implemented for Israel.  We who have been saved by God’s mercy have been grafted into it already.  These things are true of God’s true children.  We know Him.  We do not plead with one another to know God but we do with those outside the faith.  We issue the constant call to come and “know the Lord.”  Believers in Israel today are calling out to Jews to “know the Lord.”  He can only be known in Christ.  But remember this:  God did not make this covenant with us.  He made it, unilaterally with Israel.  Israel who killed the prophets and broke every commandment of God.  Israel who rejected their own Messiah and then sought to kill those who believed in and followed Him.  Israel who unbelievably called down a curse on their own children at the cross. 

Matthew 27:24-25  24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this Man's blood; see to that yourselves."  25 And all the people said, "His blood shall be on us and on our children!"  

This Israel  God has promised “in Christ” saying…

"FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE." [12]:  Are Gentiles less sinful than Israel?  I am astounded when I hear people say that because of the sins I just mentioned Israel made God so mad that He repudiated every promise He ever made to restore their nation  and cancelled His love, His mercy and His compassion for broken Jewish sinners.

I am astounded because that sounds like Gentiles have never done anything that bad.  We have not offended God by breaking every commandment.  We have not stuck our fingers in the eye of God by rejecting Christ.  It was even Gentiles who actually murdered Jesus and then spent 300 years trying to kill as many of His beloved children as possible.  It was gentiles who killed 100 million people in the 20th century alone.   

Hebrews 10:28-31  Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Just put this in perspective.  God does not grant mercy based on what anybody does.  Worse sinners do not get less mercy.  Write this down in your mind somewhere…God makes Himself Glorious by bestowing mercy on sinners.    

When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear [13]:   The moment God spoke of The New He made The Old one obsolete.  It started to dim and look old, weak, gray, limping through life without power.  Working its way toward death and disappearance.  Not more than a couple of decades after Hebrews was written God sent the Armies of Rome to destroy the temple along with every single thing about the Old Covenant.  It is over.  No priesthood, no sacrifices, no atonement.  

What is left is God and His Son Jesus the Messiah.  And yes!  It will take a miracle to bring Israel back to faith in her Messiah who is Jesus the Nazarene.  The same miracle that brought you to faith.  The same mercy, compassion and pure undiluted grace that drives God to give His own Son in place of sinners who have scorned Him.

With these truths fresh in our minds let’s here Jesus speak for just a couple of minutes.  
Luke 22:17-20   17 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, "Take this and share it among yourselves;  18 for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes."  19 And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.

The Bread represents “His Body.”  God the Eternal Son became Jesus who was fully human.  The God / man was able to straddle the abyss caused by sin and reconcile us to God.  The bread should remind us today that God the Son became a human man so that He and no one else could represent God to us and us to God.  He was a human man without sin.  There has never been anyone else like Jesus.  Paul put it this way…

1 Timothy 2:5-6   5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.

The Cup represents His death.  His willingness to not only live the righteous life you should have lived but to pay for your sins that you should have paid for.  The cup represents the New Covenant!  The New Contract initiated by God in which you would do nothing because He knows there is nothing you can do. It is as if the lender on your home agreed to pay all your payments if you would just trust him to do so.  

This is inconceivable and that is what makes it new.  “New” means “unknown, never used and unheard of”  God made a covenant with Israel and he  is so determined to reclaim their hearts that He sent His own Holy Son to keep every aspect of it for them.  And while we are waiting for God’s timetable to come to fruition,  you and I share in its blessing now.    What is left for us to do?  Just worship!  

Psalm 98:1-9  A Psalm. O sing to the LORD a new song, For He has done wonderful things, His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him.  2 The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.  3 He has remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  4 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth; Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises.  5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, With the lyre and the sound of melody.  6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn Shout joyfully before the King, the LORD.  7 Let the sea roar and all it contains, The world and those who dwell in it.  8 Let the rivers clap their hands, Let the mountains sing together for joy  9 Before the LORD, for He is coming to judge the earth; He will judge the world with righteousness And the peoples with equity.  
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