After Darkness….Light!
Mark 16:1-14
Pastor Paul Anthes
Introduction:   Coming or going!  Giving or receiving!  Left or right! Up or down! Peace or war!  Comfort or pain!  All these are contrasts familiar to most of humanity.  Once a year we set aside a weekend…this weekend… to consider the greatest contrast in creation … Life and death.  In our human minds “life and death” would be the correct order because we are alive and heading toward death.  Humans consider life our default condition and death its nemesis. BUT… from God’s prospective it is “death or life”  because men are born dead to God and in need of spiritual resurrection life.  

Eph. 2:4-5  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

God flipped this settled truth on its head during Passover week in 33 AD.   Through the physical death and resurrection of one man God would be able to grant eternal spiritual and physical life to all who would trust in that one man and His finished Cross work.   On this weekend “God so loved the world” that He sent His Son Jesus to reverse 8,000 years of human despair, darkness and death.   I want to show you how He did that this morning.   

It is before dawn on the Sunday morning following Passover.  Before long, this band of women will be able to see well enough to take care of Christ’s body properly.  Jesus had been murdered before their eyes just three days ago and then hastily buried because Passover was to begin in 3 hours after his death.    The world is emerging from its nightly darkness just as it has every day since the creation.  Just two days before however, at noon on Friday, they and all of Jerusalem experienced a supernatural darkness.  God has sent a darkness like this before.  It signaled His judgment was about to fall.  
Exodus 10:21-23  1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even a darkness which may be felt."  22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days.  23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the sons of Israel had light in their dwellings.

The darkness at Calvary was not just a dimming of the lights!  It was an absence of light….it was oppressive, confusing and total.  The darkness stopped all preparations for Passover including the symbolic sacrifice of lambs going on at that very hour at the temple.   In that darkness God poured out the full force of His wrath against sin.  Not on the unbelieving and evil men in Jerusalem but on Jesus who actually is the spotless Lamb of God who actually can take away the sin of the world.

As the sun set on Friday, the entire Jewish world went into Passover Sabbath mode.  No travel, no preparations, no buying or selling until we take up the story on Sunday morning as the world is coming out of its normal night.   The night is giving way to day, but it is a day unlike any day since THE FIRST DAY!  ….  Resurrection day is a “do-over” of that first day of creation when God said…
Genesis 1:3   3 …. , "Let there be light"; and there was light.  
Light does not exist apart from God.  It only occurs in nature because God exists.  
1 John 1:5  ….. God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 

Creation cannot see in total darkness.   So God said….Let there be light.  And let creation see the Glory of God!
Into this light God placed Adam and the Eve, made in His own image.  The Glorious God of light now installs His own image bearers in that garden, so that Creation may look and see the glory of its creator.  But Satan was quick to attack Eve, deface the image of God through sin and rebellion, and plunge creation back into the darkness. God removed sinful man from His holy presence and cursed all creation.  Satan’s prime directive is to hide the glory of God from creation and he seems to have won the first round.  
2 Cor. 4:3-4  …. if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

Two days ago, at the Cross, God took every curse He had placed on creation and cursed His own perfect Son.  He withheld no punishment, no wrath, no justice. Everything went to Christ and God did it in the darkness.  There was no glory in Creation for those three hours.  Our smitten, stricken and slain Jesus then embraced the darkness of the tomb after declaring that “it was finished.”    The OT Sabbath commemorated God’s rest after He glorified Himself with His creation.  Jesus now keeps the Sabbath  perfectly.  He rests in the tomb from the hour before it began until the hours after it ended.  The Sabbath (the seventh day) is now fulfilled like every other aspect of the Law and the Prophets. 
Matt. 5:17  "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 
Resurrection Sunday is the dawning of New Creation.  New Image bearer!  Sinless and unable to ever sin because He is God the Eternal Son as well as Jesus the Lamb of God.   He obeyed in the place of those who could not.  On this Sunday God turned the light of His Glory back on!   Creation had not seen it for eight thousand years.  Today believers celebrate the New Creation (Our Risen Jesus) on the day of His resurrection …. Sunday. 
The players on the stage of this first day of the new creation are all plain folk….no pointy fish hats, or elaborate robes allowed on this stage.  God has set it with exactly the people He desires. They are all women,  They are servant women. They wash clothes and cook food.  They are so obscure that only God notices them.  They are like us….noticed by God and often cared for only by Him.  
Luke 23:49-56  9 And …… the women who accompanied Him from Galilee were standing at a distance, seeing these things.  50 And a man named Joseph, who was a member of the Council, a good and righteous man  51 (he had not consented to their plan and action), a man from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of God;  52 this man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  53 And he took it down and wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid Him in a tomb cut into the rock, where no one had ever lain.  54 It was the preparation day, and the Sabbath was about to begin.  55 Now the women who had come with Him out of Galilee followed, and saw the tomb and how His body was laid.  56 Then they returned and prepared spices and perfumes. And on the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

When we next see these gracious servant women, they have been cooped up by law for over 36 hours.  They had cared for His physical needs in life and they intended to do so one last time… in His death.  

As dawn approaches they are on their way to the place where they had seen Joseph place the Body of Jesus, when an extremely violent earthquake struck. It has only been 36 hours since the last quake.  The quake on Friday was very different.  It broke rocks and tore open graves and tombs. What could be happening….the darkness, the chaos at the temple and these horrible earthquakes right on top of one another. 

There has been no time to purchase the spices for Christ’s body so the women must stop to buy them along the way.  Mary Magdalene goes on ahead and arrives at the tomb alone to find the stone rolled back.  It is still dark.  Without looking in she headed immediately to tell Peter that someone had moved the body.  
John 20:1-18  Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb.  2 So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him."  

While she is gone the rest of the woman arrive.  It is now daylight. They too see the stone removed, but they go in.  

Mark 16:2-7  2 Very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.  3 They were saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?"  4 Looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away, although it was extremely large.  5 Entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe; and they were amazed.  6 And he said to them, "Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him.  7 "But go, tell His disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He told you.'"
Women are not important in the world of Jesus day. Their presence went unnoticed even by the authorities who were putting Jesus to death on the Cross.  But now…. the lowest of the servants take center stage.  
Luke 22:26-27  26 "…. but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.  27 "For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves.

Not only are they the first to be told of Christ’s resurrection they are soon to become the first to preach it.  Not Peter, not John, not James or Andrew.  Servant women!  Dismissed as gender challenged by the world of their day.  People with no credibility.  They are like you and me.  They are the ones to whom Christ reveals His Glory.  
Today His Greater Glory is revealed to creation.  The curse over creation was absorbed by Christ and now death itself is defeated by Christ.  The dead do really rise.  The image of God in the world is restored in Christ and simple sinner servant women are the first to know and proclaim. 
No sooner had they left the tomb than Peter arrived with John close on his heels.  Mary was following them both.  John and Peter looked into the tomb and then left…leaving Mary alone in the garden in front of the empty tomb…weeping.  
John 20:3-11   3 So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb.  4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first;  5 and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in.  6 And so Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there,  7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself.  8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed.  9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.  10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes.  11 But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb;

Who is this woman, Mary Magdalene?   She came from the small village of Magdala on the sea of Galilee, where she was delivered from Satan’s demons by Jesus.  When saved by Jesus she was a helpless, hopeless and broken women and she realized it.  
Like us…..she could not ever save herself, but Jesus saw her, cared for her and set her free from death and hell.  She is like us in another way.  Although Peter and John saw and believe, she had not seen and she had not yet believed.  No one can believe on your behalf.   Your parents cannot believe for you and you cannot see The Risen Christ for your child or your spouse or for any other person.  She is like us because Christ causes each one to know Him personally.
The garden is quiet now except for the sound of Mary weeping.  Jesus had given her life from the living death of slavery to Satan.  She had gladly given  her life to serve Him.  She was His trophy of grace….her life was to the praise of the glory of His grace.  In the past 48 hours she has watched the appalling spectacle of His condemnation and murder.  She stood at a distance, hoping that He might come down from the Cross.  She stood in the smothering darkness, unable to see that God was laying upon Him every sin of men and cursing Him with her curse and punishing Him with her punishment.  This is unknown to her at this moment…..it is unknown to the world……it was done in darkness…..it was between the Father and the Son.   She really only knows that He is dead and she cannot even do this one last service of love, by anointing His body in death….so she weeps and as she weeps….  
John 20:14-16   14 …. she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.  15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, "Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away."  16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" (which means, Teacher).

True to His claim that those who are greatest in His Kingdom are those who serve, Mary becomes the first human being to ever see the Risen Christ.  And she is soon to be among the first to testify to that fact. The first Gospel Preacher.   
John 20:18   "I have seen the Lord," 
Mary’s companions have been told, but have not seen. They too are rushing to obey the Lord, but they are very afraid.  Why are they afraid?  Because, they have been tasked by God with telling a truth that will be received as nonsense. All men fear the reaction of others when we tell them about Christ.  But… Jesus Himself meets them along the way…

Matthew 28:8-10   8 And they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples.  9 And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him.  10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me."

Now what sane person would believe something like this…and especially coming from these women.  They are, after all,  just the servants.  The ones who washed and cooked.  They have slave status.  And so they fear….that the others will not believe them.  And as they rush to obey,  Mary Magdalene overtakes them and they all arrived at the same time telling the same story. 

Luke 24:10-11  10 Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles.  11 But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them.  
Just as they feared…No one believed them.  

Mark 16:9-14  9 Now after He had risen early on the first day of the week, He first appeared to Mary Magdalene, from whom He had cast out seven demons.  10 She went and reported to those who had been with Him, while they were mourning and weeping.  11 When they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they refused to believe it.  12 After that, He appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking along on their way to the country.  13 They went away and reported it to the others, but they did not believe them either.  14 Afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table; and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had seen Him after He had risen.

The first to hear  [Mark 16:11] “refused to believe.”  This is not about religion now.  There is nothing religious whatsoever about the Resurrection.  No chanting, no chalices of blood, no ornate robes were present that morning.  No elaborate rituals, no temples, no  priests, no processions.  All these make a mockery of the resurrection.  The God of Creation was interacting with normal everyday people to reveal Himself to them through His own Son.  

The hand of God lashed out from heaven against religion when He split the veil in two,  nullifying all religious sacrifices and replacing them all with His own lamb, the one who  takes away the sin of the world.  When Israel persisted for another 40 years in their dead worship, God destroyed their temple and cast them out of their land. They are only now after 2,000 years trickling back in but the temple has never been rebuilt. 

In its place however has arisen a monument of religious Christianity containing every grievous ritual that God destroyed at Calvary.   

“Refused to believe”  means this…”they did not trust them.”   They did not trust their report.  It does not say why……it just says…”they disbelieved.”
Later in the day when the two disciples from Emmaus returned to testify to what they had seen,  they too were disbelieved. [Mark 16:13]  Even when the two men came back …all the way back…to Jerusalem they did not believe them either. Why don’t people believe?  It is really simple… Everyone knows that people do not come back to life after they die.
CONCLUSION: For the last 100 years a theological battle has raged within the “church” over the Resurrection of Christ.  The unbelieving have turned Scripture and history upside down to prove that Christ never rose from the dead.  Their main argument?....  “Everyone knows that dead men do not rise again!  Jesus was a man.  Therefore, Jesus did not rise.”  People have always known this.  AND…Jesus was a man.  
Ignoring His obvious Deity, men prefer to see him as ONLY a man.  Just hours after His resurrection the religious hypocrites who killed Him were willing to lie, bribe and invent their own reality to fit their assertion that men do not rise….because….a resurrected Christ is God.  Which makes him the ultimate threat to Christless religion.  
Matthew 28:11-15  11 Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened.  12 And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers,  13 and said, "You are to say, 'His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.'  14 "And if this should come to the governor's ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble."  15 And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.
No man can just die and three days later come back to life.  He would have to be God to do that…and that my friend is exactly the point. He would be The God who created the world and then became one of His own creatures. HE would be the only life giver and the only way back to God.  Everything else goes into the dustbin of history on Resurrection Sunday.   EVERYTHING!   When asked to give some sign to show he had authority over all creation [He was constantly doing miracles and healings]…..He said……  
John 2:18-21  18 ….. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." ……He was speaking of the temple of His body.

Later in John Jesus made this startling claim…

John 10:17-18   17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."

And during crucifixion week He declared….. 
John 14:6 …… "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
If you are trusting in your morality, your religion, your good works or any other human thing your soul is in jeopardy.  Eternal life for human beings was procured exclusively by Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection.  Give your life to Christ for eternal life.  Saving Faith means Trusting only in Christ and what He did for you!  How is Resurrection day like creation day?
On both days God put His Glory on display.  On both days God created life from non-life!   In the beginning He revealed  a  man in His glorious image….but he fell.  Today He reveals a new man in His glorious image….who stands. Adam died….Jesus lived.  Both days were glorious because God revealed Himself to men greatly, but this day is the greater of the two….This is why we do not do Saturday worship to remember the old, but Sunday worship to remember the new….On this day the light does not just light an empty world, but it lights the empty heart of everyone who comes to the Risen Christ.  On this day  Jesus is declared, with power to be the Son of God [Romans 1:4]  On this day God confirmed that Jesus was and is….
The priest who offers the sacrifice and the lamb who is offered to take away the sin of the world!  He is The Creator who became one of his own creatures to save us!   And He is The Risen One and the one who raises all men from the death

2 Cor. 4:5-7  For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;
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