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Introduction:  The Book of Revelation contains this curious assertion: 

Revelation 1:3   3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.
This is the only book in the Bible that promises a blessing to those who read, hear and heed it…..and yet…..we mostly fear this book.  When was the last time you heard someone say….The Book of Revelation is my favorite Bible Book?  You need to see why God will bless you if you read and listen to the preaching of this book.  
I want to begin by dispelling some of your fear.  Most of the symbols occur somewhere else in the Bible and are explained there for us.  Most of the events were prophesied by the prophets of God and are here shown actually happening in the future.  John does not predict what is going to happen in the future but takes us there to see all that the prophets have said of Jesus Christ.  John says “I looked,” “I saw,” or “I heard” 72 times.  9 times he says “he said to me.”  The book is an inspired time travel into the last days of wicked men upon the earth.  It confirms that everything God has ever prophesied about His Christ will actually happen.  John saw it happen he did not just predict that it would. 
Now why is Revelation going to make you happy and blessed?  Because it is the uncovering of Christ in His undiminished glory to a church whose last recollection of Him was in humility.  Christ was born in humility, He lived in humility, He died in humility, He even rose, appeared and ascended in humility.  He never conquered, He never destroyed evil, He never made things right, He never became King.  
All of that is about to change! Jesus told John to….
Revelation 1:19   19 …… write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things. 
John has seen the vision of Christ in His Glory.  He has been writing about the present [for his day] circumstances of the church in the world.  He is about to see the things that will take place.  John becomes more than a prophet now.  He is an eyewitness to the future Glory of Christ.  
Revelation 4:1-5  After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things."  2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne.  3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance.  4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads.  5 Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God;  
When a man sees the Grand Canyon he sees its beauty.  Only a fool would spend his entire trip trying to know the exact make up of the rocks.  There are many who think this passage is about sardius, jasper and gold.  It is about God!  Let’s speak about Him this morning. 
· Christ is the revealer of God  [1-2]

· Our Glorious God reigns from Heaven  [3]
· The King of Heaven is not alone in His Kingdom [4]

· He is fearsome, and rules His creation. [5]
Christ is the revealer of God  [1-2] 
Revelation 4:1-2  After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things."  2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne.

After these things:  In chapters 1-3 Christ reveals Himself in Glory and sends seven real messages to seven real churches in seven real towns.  These were the  “things that were and are.”  Now comes the “things which will take place.”
I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven:  An open door is full of promise and opportunity.  It is a clear invitation to enter.  Have you ever called from the other room, “the door’s open?”  or said  “my boss gave me a wide open door to ask that question.”   Open doors imply welcome.  No knocking, no obstacles.  Ezekiel saw the same thing centuries before. 
Ezekiel 1:1  Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, while I was by the river Chebar among the exiles, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God.
Little in this book can be acted upon.  It is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”.  It is about His glory and everyone who draws near to this open door will see God in ways not previously imagined. 
But is the door left open by accident as we approach heaven or by design.  Before John could ponder that…..
The first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said:  John recognizes this voice.  It is the same voice he heard in chapter one.  It was the voice of Jesus then.  Not only is the door open, but the voice on the other side of the threshold is calling out…..
"Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things.":  John is being taken from the earth…..from the prison of a fallen, groaning and cursed creation into the joy of heaven itself.  What will he see?   He is about to be the first witness to the fulfillment of all the prophecy of God’s Word.  

Immediately I was in the Spirit:  By the Spirit John is able to be in the throne room of God and see Him there.   It is the supreme work of the Holy Spirit in this age to Glorify Christ and here we see Him doing just that.  To Glorify God  means to reveal Him.  This is what Jesus did when He lived on the earth.  Now The Spirit does the same with Christ.

John 16:14   14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to reveal Himself to us.  This work of the Spirit grants you ability to go through this door with John.  It is opened, by the Spirit, for you and me also.  This is how any man comes to know Christ.  We did not apprehend Him with our own intellect.  We did not figure Him out from the Bible….We beheld Him.
And behold, a throne was standing in heaven:  John saw it.  I see it right now….don’t you?  God’s Spirit breaths out the Scripture.  He lives in you as a temple?  The Spirit leads you into all truth and testifies that you are children of God.  How do you know for sure that you are a child of God?  It is not because of the Bible.  The Bible says the same thing to all men.  Why do you know it’s true?  Because….
Romans 8:15-17  15 ……you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.  
One sitting on the throne:  We see our God this morning right where He has been from eternity past.  He rules and reigns over the insanity of the world.  We have expectations, but God has intention for the world.  The nations are all under His Sovereign rule.  
Psalm 47:1-9  …..Shout to God with the voice of joy.  2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared, A great King over all the earth.  3 He subdues peoples under us And nations under our feet.  4 He chooses our inheritance for us, The glory of Jacob whom He loves. Selah.  5 God has ascended with a shout, The LORD, with the sound of a trumpet.  6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; Sing praises to our King, sing praises.  7 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with a skillful psalm.  8 God reigns over the nations, God sits on His holy throne.  

Our Glorious God reigns from Heaven  [3] 
Revelation 4:3  3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance.
Revelation is highly charged with symbolism.  
· Can we understand the meaning behind these symbols?  

· Are such symbols used elsewhere else in the Bible?  

The answer is yes, because Jesus is not obscuring, but revealing Himself.  However He will not be known like facts from  a newspaper.  Men do not discover God…. God reveals Himself to man.  So….when you ask, “why can’t God just speak plainly and simply?.....here is the answer….. “Because He is NOT plain and He is not simple!”  
Romans 11:33-36   33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
He who was sitting:  Kings sit on thrones!  And because we are in heaven…. He is the king of heaven.  The rest of Revelation reveals that He is the king over all the earth and those who resist Him will be destroyed in their path.  Isaiah…..
Isaiah 6:1-3  …… saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory."
The word “throne” occurs 45 times in the book of Revelation.  This is a book about the rule of God over His creation.  

He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardis in appearance:    One is clear while the other is red.  The Greek uses the words Jasper and Sardis.  Sardis is named for the city in which it was most common.  It is a deep red ruby.  Jasper is described as being “crystal clear” like a diamond.  

Revelation 21:11   11 having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper.

The flash of a brilliant diamond produces a light like no other in beauty.  Red, combined with the thunder and lightning reminds me of the fiery wrath of God that is about to come upon the earth to consume it.  Step back with me now from the idea that everything in Revelation has hidden meaning.  
Ladies…..If you see a spectacular diamond and ruby necklace…..are your first words, “what do these gems mean?”   NO!  They are, “how stunningly beautiful.”   Don’t miss about God.  He is awesome.  He is beautiful.  The universe in its splendor is a mere shadow of His.  Take some time to enjoy Him for who and what He is. 
There was a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance: I have been known to stop my car and get out to look at a rainbow.  There is nothing else quit like it in nature.  Like light,  God is never just what He appears to be.  Light contains all the colors but you cannot always see them.  God is like that….no matter what you think you know about God…..you have only scratched the surface.  God lives inside His own light. 

Ezekiel 1:28  28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking. 
God’s covenant not to destroy the earth again by flood was sealed in His own light and glory.  When we see it we are seeing God’s glory.  He swears upon Himself to keep His promises.   
Genesis 9:12-17  16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth."  17 So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth."

The King of Heaven is not alone in His Kingdom [4] 
Revelation 4:4   4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads.
Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting:  Before we consider the possible identity of these elders, let’s just take in the scene for a moment.  In a circle around the Throne of God, John sees 24 lesser thrones.  Someone is going to share in the reign of God in heaven.  Will it be the church, Israel or angels.     
Starting with the last suggestion let’s do a process of elimination to determine the true identity.  Before we do that however, notice the crowns on the heads of the elders.  There are two Greek words that can be translated “crown”.  One refers to a ruler’s crown while the other refers to a victor’s crown, made of leaves and given for winning the competition.  These are victor’s crowns, but they are made of gold and are therefore different from everyday “victor’s crowns”. 

Angels are never seen sitting on thrones or wearing crowns in the Scripture.  They are ministering servants sent from God.  These elders are probably not angels
Hebrews 1:14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?
Israel is not promised crowns or a reign with God.  She is promised a share in the kingdom, but not a share in the reign.  Also, the remainder of the book of Revelation involves Israel and she is not in heaven, but clearly on the earth.  These Elders are not Israel. 
This leaves us with the church.  There are many things that identify them as the church.  

They are called “elders”:  Although this term also describes the leaders of Israel, Israel’s elders are never said to rule with Christ nor are they given crowns.  All three of those descriptions only describe the church. 
1 Peter 5:1  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,
Titus 1:5   5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you,

Clothed in white garments:  These are commonly promised to the Church, who is called the bride. 
Revelation 3:5   5 'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

Revelation 3:18  18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed;

Revelation 19:8-9  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."

Golden crowns on their heads:  Again and again, God promises the victor’s crown to those who overcome in this world by faith in Christ.   
1 Corinthians 9:25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.
2 Timothy 4:8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
1 Peter 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
As the tribulation unfolds, the 24 elders appear three more times.  They are always in heaven with God.  They are with Him at the beginning, in the middle and at the end.  The 24 Elders represent the Church in heaven where they worship Him, serve Him and reign with Him. 
2 Timothy 2:12-13  12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us;  13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
Revelation 5:10   10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."

Revelation 3:21-22   21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  22 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"
He is fearsome, and rules His Creation [5] 
Revelation 4:5  5 Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God;
Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder:    God is the source of the fearsome vision.  Be afraid!  Do not trivialize God or your offense to Him!  Like lightning God can strike in a moment.  When we see it in nature we are advised to seek shelter.  But where shall we find shelter from the anger of God that is about to lash out on mankind?  In Christ and only in Christ. 
Romans 5:8-9   8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.

It is not so with the rest of humanity.  “Those who dwell upon the earth.”  They are about to experience directly, what Christ experienced, on your behalf, on the Cross. 

Hebrews 10:26-31  26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

The world is poised to fall into the hands of the living God.  For seven years they will be called to repentance again and again.  Many will come ….but in the end there will remain a vast multitude still cursing God and shaking their fists toward this blessed throne.  Do not harden any portion of your own heart.  Get low before the Word of God and find refuge in Christ alone. 
And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God:  The Spirit projects God’s power throughout creation and reveals God to men.  He has revealed God to you and is doing so even now.  He is, like the Father and the Son,  multifaceted.  He has many names, but He is pictured before the throne, ready to set into motion the determined will of God.   I believe this refers to the Holy Spirit because in the opening verses of Revelation God gives a Trinitarian greeting to mankind and puts the “seven Spirits” in the place of the Holy Spirit. 
Revelation 1:4-5   4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, [The Father]  and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, [The Holy Spirit] 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. [God The Son] To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood— 

CONCLUSION:   
· There is a Throne in Heaven
· God is sitting on that Throne streaming brilliant red and white light
· There is a rainbow encircling the throne and pouring out radiant green light.

· There are 24 other thrones with men in white with gold crowns on their heads. 

· Lightning and thunder are flashing and pealing from God’s throne.

· And….in front of God’s throne stands The Holy Spirit,  ready to act in power 
All men divide now along one thin line.  Are we with God or against Him?  Have we come to Christ, who has taken God’s wrath for us or are we choosing to experience it in full for ourselves?  Will we reigning with Him in heaven or are rebel against Him on earth.  This is not a fairy-tale.  It is a vision of the future.  It is what is what awaits all men and where you stand must be decided in this life.  If you have come to Christ….
Hebrews 12:18-26  18 ……you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind,  19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them…..  so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, "I AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling."  22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,  23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.  25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven.  
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