Behold The Lord Worshiped
Revelation 4:6-11   
Pastor Paul Anthes
Introduction:  Acts 17:24-26  24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;  26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,
With these words Paul describes a God who is without needs of any kind.  God did not make man because He was lonely or even to serve Him.  God is uncaused and requires nothing.  The Father and the Son have eternally met one another’s needs for all things.  
John 17:21-23  21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.  22 "The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;  23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.

So why did God create the world, the angels and particularly….why did He create man?  Revelation four and five combine to answer that question.  God begins the revelation in heaven with worship and ends it the same way.  Worship is your highest purpose in life and yet it is almost an afterthought for most believers.  The universe is Theo centric.  It is made by God, for God’s purpose which is to be glorified in His own creation.  The “why” of the events and circumstances of your life can always be answered this way; God is working for His own glory which is also the highest good of His creatures and creation. 
God is the ultimate good in the universe and creation is about revealing that.  It is to display Him.  We exist for Him….He does not exist for us.   To know and experience God’s glory and excellence is the highest good for all creation.  In the first half of this chapter we see God on the Throne.  He rules in majesty and power all that He has created.   Let’s read the response of creation to Him.  
Revelation 4:6-11  6 and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind.  7 The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle.  8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY,  WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME."  9 And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever,  10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying,  11 "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created."

How should we apply it to our lives on earth?  What is worship and how can it ever be carried out righteously?  Here are three things we must know to answer those questions:

· God created worship, not man [6-8]

· God initiates worship, not man [9-10]
· God is the reason for worship, not man [11]

God created worship, not man [6-8] 
Revelation 4:6-8   6 and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal;

God has previously revealed Himself like this to Ezekiel and Moses.  The descriptions are hesitant, because there is nothing on earth to compare it to.  Clear glass did not even exist in those days….glass was dark.  Crystal was clear but it was a stone.  
Ezekiel 1:22 Now over the heads of the living beings there was something like an expanse, like the awesome gleam of crystal, spread out over their heads.
Exodus 24:10 and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.
God on His Throne is flashing brilliant red and pure white light. He is surrounded by a gleaming green rainbow.  Now we see Him separated from everything by a sea that looks like glass or crystal or something.  Whatever it is, it defies earthly description.  What is clear is this; it makes God distant and unapproachable.  The sea is beautiful, but it is also a barrier of separation.  
In the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind:   The Greek word translated “in the center” carries the idea of close proximity or right in front of.  They were very near to God and one was right in the front of the throne.  “Around the throne” describes a encircling of the throne.  One in front one on either side and one in back.  They are hovering and they are moving around the throne of God.  When Ezekiel saw these indescribable creatures, he said this: 
Ezekiel 1:17-20  17 Whenever they moved, they moved in any of their four directions without turning as they moved.  18 As for their rims they were lofty and awesome, and the rims of all four of them were full of eyes round about.  19 Whenever the living beings moved, the wheels moved with them. And whenever the living beings rose from the earth, the wheels rose also.  20 Wherever the spirit was about to go, they would go in that direction.
The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle:  These are created living beings.  But….here is the problem; they do not look like anything that any man has ever seen.  Consequently, when different men try to describe them, they do it imperfectly.  Listen to Ezekiel’s description again.  
Ezekiel 1:10-11  10 As for the form of their faces, each had the face of a man; all four had the face of a lion on the right and the face of a bull on the left, and all four had the face of an eagle.  11 Such were their faces.

So….who are these creatures?  They are not men and they are actually distinguished from mere angelic beings.  

Revelation 5:8-11  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints…..  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,

They are created, living spirit beings.  When seen they are always right around the throne of God.  Isaiah calls them Seraphim in His vision of the throne. 

Isaiah 6:2-5   2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory."  4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  5 Then I said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."

Ezekiel sees them again in Chapter ten and calls them Cherubim there.  

Ezekiel 10:1-15   Then I looked, and behold, in the expanse that was over the heads of the cherubim something like a sapphire stone, in appearance resembling a throne, appeared above them…... 4 Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub to the threshold of the temple, and the temple was filled with the cloud and the court was filled with the brightness of the glory of the LORD……. 8 The cherubim appeared to have the form of a man's hand under their wings.  9 Then I looked, and behold, four wheels beside the cherubim, one wheel beside each cherub; and the appearance of the wheels was like the gleam of a Tarshish stone.  10 As for their appearance, all four of them had the same likeness, as if one wheel were within another wheel.  11 When they moved, they went in any of their four directions without turning as they went; but they followed in the direction which they faced, without turning as they went.  12 Their whole body, their backs, their hands, their wings and the wheels were full of eyes all around, the wheels belonging to all four of them.  13 The wheels were called in my hearing, the whirling wheels.  14 And each one had four faces. The first face was the face of a cherub, the second face was the face of a man, the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.  15 Then the cherubim rose up. They are the living beings that I saw by the river Chebar.  
The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle:  These four are slightly different and yet remarkably the same in all the visions.  They are special spirit beings created to be in the closest proximity to God Himself.  Not only are the heavens declaring the Glory of God, but also the living creation. 

The lion makes known the nobility and rule of God.  The Calf….actually an ox, reveals His unequaled strength.  The eagle manifests His omnipresent swiftness and the human reveals the image and intelligence of God Himself. 
The four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within:  If you saw a being with eyes all over them in front and in back what would you think?  Sure….I am being watched.  Together these beings exalt their creator by revealing His omniscient knowledge of His entire creation.  
Day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD":  They were created by God to worship.  They exalt God as holy or separate from His creation.  Holy means infinitely more than “pure or sinless.”  It means unique.  Your God is a transcendent God.  He is not in the rocks, hills or trees.  God is not found in nature, but nature does reveal Him. Creation reveals Him but it is not Him.  In the coming chapters God is going to give the lie to all new age and environmental religion.  He will destroy His own creation down to the very last molecule and in so doing will not diminish Himself in any way.  He begins slowly while calling men to repentance, but in the end….
2 Peter 3:10-13  The heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.
God contends with all things that men worship in His place.  Since creation is worshiped it will be destroyed….leaving only men and God.  
Revelation 20:11-12  11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.

THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME.":  Here worship ascribes to Him power and Eternal Existence.  The essence of worship is to know God.  I did not say to understand God.  I said to know God.  God is essentially incomprehensible to His creation.  BUT….and this is huge…..He reveals Himself to us in Glory so that we may know His greatness and majesty and ascribe it to Him.  
When men say….I don’t want to hear teachings about God;  I just want to worship, they cut themselves off from every increasing and joyous worship of God.  God is revealed in the Scripture.  He is particularly revealed in Revelation which is why this book will bless you.  It will draw you into exalting worship by revealing your exalted God.  You will be amazed by who God is and you will be like David who said: 

Psalm 89:5-9  5 The heavens will praise Your wonders, O LORD; Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.  6 For who in the skies is comparable to the LORD? Who among the sons of the mighty is like the LORD,  7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around Him?  8 O LORD God of hosts, who is like You, O mighty LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You.  9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them.

God created worship by creating beings to worship Him because of their intimate knowledge of His holiness and power.  BUT….how do men come to worship God?
God initiates worship, not man [9-10] 
Revelation 4:9-10   9 And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever,  10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

When the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever:  Here we see the worship that God has created.  To give glory is to offer words of admiration and awe to God.  How do you begin to pray?  Do you offer to God a word of admiration for who He is?  What about His attributes?  Can you name any of them?  Have you ever tried to learn something about who God is, or have you fallen prey to the idea that singing and praying equals worship.  I have given you one thing this morning already to consider about God.  God is unaffected by His creation.  He was glorious before He made it and will be just as glorious after He destroys it.  There is no other being that we can say anything even remotely like that about.    You can worship God with that kind of knowledge. 
Honor means worth or value.  How valuable is God to you.  Is He one asset in your portfolio, along with your house, your job, your reputation and your investments.  It is good to have God in an emergency, but we do have all this other stuff we value.  The worship of God rises in direct proportion to the value it ascribes to Him.  If you only need Him in  crisis or when you die He is not that valuable now.  This is why God consistently reminds us that: 

Acts 17:28 for "'In him we live and move and have our being'

The Psalmists valued God supremely saying……
Psalm 121:2-8   2 My help comes from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.  3 He will not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber.  4 Behold, He who keeps Israel Will neither slumber nor sleep.  5 The LORD is your keeper; The LORD is your shade on your right hand.  6 The sun will not smite you by day, Nor the moon by night.  7 The LORD will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.  8 The LORD will guard your going out and your coming in From this time forth and forever.

The twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne: 
When creation worships God it also gives Him thanks.  If you were trapped under water and I freed you so you could breath would you thanks me?  If you were unable to eat or find fresh water to drink and I supplied them both….would you thank me.  If you were about to die at the hand of a merciless enemy, but I defeated your foe, would you thank me?  
All creation is breathing the air God made for them and eating and drinking the food and water God made for them and pumping the blood He made with the heart He made.   But, for the most part we are ungrateful.  Our inclination is to whine about how God could let this or that happen or why am I sick or injured or financially stricken?  It is amazing how worshipful realization of our true status in creation will free us from our complaining to thank God for life and what it contains.  
The twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne:  The point I want to press here for a moment is that God is the initiator of human worship.  Apart from the true knowledge of the Living God, we are smug, self-sufficient and not inclined to ascribe all Glory to God.  This does not mean that men do not do a lot of so called worshiping.  Almost all of which is to keep God at bay.  Show Him we are basically okay.  We went to church.  We read some in the Bible.  We threw a few bucks in the offering.  We believed in you….that should count for something right?  
These elders in heaven represent the redeemed of God from humanity.  The Living Creatures, as we have seen illustrate the reality that all Creation is intended to reveal the Glory of God…..even wild beasts, livestock and birds.  
God has created all things and all beings to worship Him.  Why?  Is this the ultimate ego trip?  It would be for you and for me, but that is because we are so unworthy.  We should never be honored this way because we gave no one life.  The giving of life and all things necessary for life makes God worthy to be declared worthy of honor and thanks.   
The closest thing to this on earth is the relationship between parent and child.  God has shared His life giving power with man in this way.  He has given to a man and women the ability to create new life and has instructed us all to honor and thank our parents.  This is not some inane religious duty, but is an imaging of who we are in relation to God.  Marriage is an imaging of who Christ is in relation to us.  That is why the family is sacred and we are blessed when we honor it according to God’s Word.  It is worship if you know these things….it is burdensome religious duty if you do not. 
They will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne:  The redeemed in Christ are given rewards in heaven.  
2 Timothy 4:8   in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

James 1:12  12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

1 Peter 5:4   4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
In heaven, those who know that they have received all they possess, by the hand of God, freely surrender the rewards to God.  Yes….God does reward those who live for Him and trust Him alone.  He honors those who live in daily dependence upon Him.  
Not only has God Created worship, by creating all things in full dependence upon Him, but He initiates worship by revealing Himself to man in His splendor and full Sovereignty.  The redeemed worship at the cue of these spirit beings in heaven.  When they start, the redeemed start.  What of worship on earth today?  It is still driven by the God through the instrumentality of the Holy Spirit and through the Word of God. 
Ephesians 5:18-19  18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,  19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;

Colossians 3:16-17   16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
CONCLUSION: 
God is the reason for worship, not man [11]  
Revelation 4:11 11 "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created."  
Jesus Christ is the ultimate expression of God to you.  The following chapters of Revelation will make that abundantly clear.  What you know about Him and how He saves you fully…..apart from you own effort and goodness will fuel your worship.  It will either be centered on you how important you are to God or it will be centered on God and how important He is to you.  These two ideas are not compatible! I pray this prayer regularly for each of you by name: 

Ephesians 1:16-20   16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers;  17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might  20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power:  We have not spoken of power yet.  Power is the other thing men do not want to surrender to God.  We want someone to notice how great we are at what we do or how we look or to value us greatly.  [Glory]  We want someone to tell us [honor] and we want power over our own destiny and not dependence.  
You do have a glory that is the image of God.  There is no other being exactly like you in the universe.  God has instructed you to honor one another.  Children to parents, Fathers to children…yes clearly….Husbands to wives and wives to husbands and all of us toward one another in Christ.  BUT….worship assigns ALL Glory to God and ALL Honor to God and ALL power to God.  And it does it for all the reasons we have spoken of this morning.    
You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created:  If you think Biblical creationism is not vital to your Christian life….think again.  It reveals The True and Living God….not aliens from space…..not the ability of gas to explode and not the absurdity of order from disorder.  It reveals this God who was ultimately revealed in Christ.      
Ask for a verdict:  God is worthy of your worship because there is no one like Him in the universe.  Without Him you would have nothing and you yourself would not exist.  Your children, your job, you wife, your pleasures…..all from Him….every last one.  If you like anything about your life you should worship God.  
But how do we turn this corner?  By being in the Word and asking God to reveal Himself in it by His Spirit and to initiate true worship in us when we read it, when we pray and when we sing and when we live and breath.  We need God to worship and we should not be ashamed to say so.  

Colossians 1:13-20  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,  20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
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