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Pastor Paul Anthes

Introduction:  God’s Word in Hebrews is showing the complete superiority of Jesus Christ (The Person and not the doctrine about) to everything else that exists.  He is even superior to the entire Old Testament with all its God given ritual and worship.  So far we have seen that Jesus Christ is:

· Superior to the Prophets

Hebrews 1:2-3   2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

· Superior to the Angels

Hebrews 1:5  5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"? And again, "I WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME"?

· Superior to the founder of Judaism (Moses)

Hebrews 3:3  3 For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the house has more honor than the house.

· Superior to The Priesthood

Hebrews 5:5-6  5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU";  6 just as He says also in another passage, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK."

Concerning Jesus as the Superior priest after the order of Melchizedek God says this: 

Hebrews 5:11  11 Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.

Scripture then describes men and women who are actually “dull of hearing”:

Some are content to drink mother’s milk their entire life.  To just believe in Jesus and not feed on the Word of God and become strong.  They say things like, “Doctrine divides!  It is enough to just believe in Jesus!” God tells us to stop doing that because it is to our harm and will keep us from the full and joyful life God intends for us.  
Others are content just to be near the truth of Christ without ever giving their hearts, and minds and souls to Jesus Christ.  They totally appear to be believers but have never known God or been known by Him.  

Matthew 7:22-23  22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'

In the end it is the fruit of our lives and not what we say or our memberships or associations that matter.   

Hebrews 6:7-8   7 For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God;  8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned.

But beloved [9a]:  There is yet another group in the world.  It is the group you are in. We are still weak and struggling with sin, but we are called beloved …I love to be called beloved.   How do you feel about a person who calls you beloved?  Loved?  Secure? 

We are convinced of better things concerning you [9b]:  “Convinced” means “we have been persuaded.”  There are things about God’s children that are persuasive and they are not their words or memberships.  God says He is persuaded by things that accompany salvation or “have to do with salvation.”   The Bible never wavers in its assertion that Salvation is totally a work of God.  Men may pretend,  but only God can produce fruit.  

Things that accompany salvation [9c]:  If Salvation is a gift and there are things that “accompany” that gift,  then isn’t it correct to say that those things are part of the gift?  They are attached to the gift.  They are not sold separately. The batteries are included. Notice how Paul said the same thing to the Ephesians.

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

When God brought you to faith He had already prepared these things for you. They don’t come from us trying harder!   The writer also noticed something else about his ‘beloved.’  He sees that they serve each other.  

For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints [10]:  Now take a moment to look at this verse with me.  The Bible tells us that God gives us “things” that accompany salvation.  Here is one of the biggest of all those things.  It is “serving” the saints. 

God notices this, He says.  It is one of the works that accompany salvation.  He considers it and act of love toward Him.  Jesus said when asked what the greatest thing a man or woman can do for God….

Mark 12:30-31   30 …. YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'  31 "The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment greater than these."  

Have you ever worried that you do not love God?  Do not love Him enough?  That you do not even know how to love Him?  Here is help for us.  God says there is a work of love toward Him.  In other words something you can do to demonstrate your love for your dear Savior who has so loved you.  Would we want to know what that might be.  

Have you ever done anything to help other believers?  “The saints” are easily understood to be “The believers in church.”  Not the institution but your friends and loved ones in church.   The gift of Salvation has this attached to it.    A transforming inner quality of service for other believers accompanies salvation.  When you go home today and when you wake up tomorrow ask yourself this simple question. “How can I serve Christ’s other children in the body.”  

In a few chapters Hebrews is also going to say this…

Hebrews 10:24-25  24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

Being together with other believers puts us exactly where God wants us to be.  We can pray for one another.  We can find out what is troubling one another.  We can love one another and be loved in return.  We can encourage one another.  We can overcome the fear of what is going on outside in a fallen, godless world. 

God gives these gifts to love and serve each other when He gives salvation.  Then He  delights in you when you use His gift.  It is the way you feel when you see someone wear the sweater you made for them or watch a child play joyfully with the toy you gave them.  There are blessed gifts of salvation given to each of us.  They are not earned, but given.  

And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence [11a]:    These two verses might seem at first glance to encourage us to try harder to please God,  but in fact, they are telling us how to have joyful assurance of our standing with God. A study of this verse in Greek reveals this:  God wants us to diligently take hold of what He has provided for us.  We are told to “hasten” toward our assurance not be “sluggish” in embracing it.  

“Show the same diligence” refers to continuing to do and to be content with what God has given you when He saved you.  God equipped you in a way that pleased Him.  We can love God and we can serve one another.  

So as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end [11]:  AND…notice what happens when we know what we should do to love God and we do it.  Assurance of salvation and hope become a reality for us.  This is God’s plan to give us a life of joy, hope and confidence that He alone has saved us.  That it does not depend on us but on Him.  It is a blessed plan that God wants you to embrace.   
So that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises [12]:   If we are His beloved children, why don’t we feel like it?  [Feeling saved is called “assurance” in Scripture]  This happens when we become sluggish.  That means we are too tired to be with God’s other children, get to know them and find ways to love them, encourage them and serve them.  We are alone now.  Many will convince themselves (I have met countless numbers of them) that church is not important.  They tell me, “What is really important is believing in Jesus.”  “I have the Bible and can read it so I don’t need the church.”  

So let’s be honest here.  It takes energy and determination to get to know other believers so that you can love them and they can love you.  It takes energy and determination to go to be with them (that’s the only way the first thing happens).  It takes energy and determination to keep life from always, always putting something in the way of being part of Christ’s church in the world, but the effort you make gives you “full assurance” and it gives you “hope” and it gives you confidence that you will “inherit” (actually take possession of) the promises God has made to you.  

For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself [13]:  Let’s talk about the promises of God.  The ones you will patiently wait to inherit.   You will notice here that Scripture is speaking of God’s faithfulness to keep His promises than Abraham’s faith to believe those promises. We are to imitate Abraham’s faith in trusting God but realize that the fulfillment of the promise is God’s doing not ours for having faith.   Here is God’s promise to Abraham…

Genesis 12:2   2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 

saying, "I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU." [14]:  But as time goes on, Abraham is still childless.  How do you have a great nation with no children…no people in it?     

And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise 15]:  God had decided to choose Abraham and to bless him.  Abraham was a pagan when this happened.  God revealed Himself to Abraham and then made promises to Him.  They were not based on anything Abraham did.  God justified Him before Abraham ever did anything. 

Furthermore, God did not withdraw His favor when Abraham proved to be weak, frail, sinful and cowardly.  He actually re-affirmed His love for him in the passage just quoted. 

Now the point here is simple.  What God promises and swears to do,  He will do!  Our faith will not persuade Him to keep His Word to us.  He will keep His Word to us because He is faithful.  

In the meantime…Our enemy Satan insistently says;  “You are not good enough now, you never were and you never will be good enough for God to keep His promises to.   You need to try harder to impress God.”  But the Scripture says that Abraham obtained the promise by waiting patiently.  In the same way, Christ has taken hold of you, through no merit of your own, and will perfect you until you are delivered, fully transformed, into His glorious presence. 
For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute [16]:  Men seek to confirm the truthfulness of what they say by swearing by someone greater than themselves or perhaps more honest than themselves.  Either way, such an oath is intended to put an end to the argument.  I recently heard a politician say you have my word on this as a “his last name.”   What an example of arrogance.  He could not think of anyone greater than himself to swear by.  God objects to men doing this because it usually means they are lying and trying to drag God in on their scheme.    

But, He is more than willing to swear by Himself because there is no one greater and He wants us to know that our standing with Him is as firmly fixed as He is. 

In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath [17]:  “Interposed with an oath”  means He guaranteed it by His own Word.  He placed His own Word into the mix,  but it is His character that ultimately guarantees our standing with Him in two unchangeable ways. 

So that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us [18]:  If I told you that each of you should see me right after church and I will give you the money you need to pay off your house and fully fund your retirement…what would you think?    Who does this guy think he is?  He can’t keep that promise!  He is a liar!  And you would be right.  I am deluded or a liar or both.  

God on the other hand promises to give us a Savior without sin who will love God fully, keep every command fully and then pay the penalty for our sin fully so that we might be eternal children of the living God.  

There are two unchangeable reasons why you should trust this promise.  

· God’s Character [it is impossible for Him to lie]
· His Oath [which is guaranteed true because it came from someone who cannot lie]

Scripture bases everything here on God and not on you.  We all know our Salvation is based on God but please internalize this: Your ongoing daily relationship is grounded in Him as well.  He is the hope set before us.  Not our spiritual strength.  Not our ability to stay awake at night and pray.  I often fall asleep praying.  Beloved, BE A REFUGEE!  Take refuge in Christ Alone and not in your own strength.  Hope is Christ. 

This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil [19]: “This Hope is the God / Man Jesus Christ.”  It is categorically not the Mosaic Law and it is not your morality or religious disciplines or spiritual strength.  It is Jesus Alone.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]“An anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast” When a ship is anchored it my drift but it will not drift away.  The Risen Christ has gone into the very presence of God the Father in heaven and has anchored  you to His throne.  You will only be lost if Christ or the Father releases that anchor and they have both sworn not to.

Where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek [20]:  Jesus has entered as a forerunner:  By anchoring us there we shall also one day stand in the presence of God.  

CONCLUSION:  Christ’s chosen and redeemed children absolutely possess the things that accompany salvation. They are our personal internal evidences of the love and acceptance of our Savior who paid the entire price for us. 

Our Salvation is settled in heaven by Christ and our daily walk is secured on the exact same basis. 

But like any other relationship in the world it needs to be maintained and nurtured.   Not because God is looking for an excuse to dump us or to demonstrate His anger with us, but because this is the way God made us.  There is something in the image of God that longs for intimacy.  This is why we marry.  It is why we join groups.  It is why God made His church.  This desire is God given.  

Are you willing to allow God to change and fulfill your life?  Here are two challenges then: 

· Read your Bible to behold the beauty and glory of Christ. Read the Gospel of Mark and John. Just behold your Savior. 

· Practice being fully dependent on Christ. Before you get out of bed this week pray, “Lord, I know you love me because you told me you did.  I am totally dependent on you today.  Help me think about you.”  If you forget to do it then pray when you remember.  God is not offended when we forget.  He knows that we are but dust. We are practicing living in dependence upon Him and not ourselves. 

John Bunyan’s fellow prisoners challenged him, saying, “you must not keep assuring people of God’s grace because then they will do whatever they want.” But, Bunyan responded, “That is not true for God’s people.  If you keep assuring God’s people of His grace, then they will do whatever He wants.”

Paul put it this way to the Corinthians: 

2 Corinthians 3:16-18  16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:5-6   5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
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