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Introduction:  In America we tend to put a high premium on what you do rather than  your ancestry.  No one will typically ask you who your grandfather was, but they will ask “what you do.”  America is known for the opportunity to “make your own way” and there is a lot to say about that.  Nevertheless, even in America there are still some very strong elements of the hereditary type of society that both the Old and New Testaments describe for us.  I believed some of this is hardwired into our human nature.  Objectively:
· Next of kin must be notified of a death before it can be made public.

· Biological parents generally take precedent over foster ones even when the biological are less fit. 

· Heirs to estates are still typically the biological offspring of the deceased. 

And there is the merely subjective side of this too: 

· If you were a parent with something to give away and one of your children wanted or needed it, would you give it to them or to someone outside the family?

· If you are a child and you wanted or needed something your parent had, would you expect them to give it to you or someone outside the family?

Finally, would you be excited or depressed to discover that you were a direct descendent of John Adams or George Washington?  So you can see that genealogy is important, even in 21st century America where we typically think that it is not.  
Today I want us to look at the genealogies of Jesus Christ in the New Testament.  They are found in Matthew and in Luke.   Let’s start in Matthew 1.  
Matthew begins his account of Jesus’ life very much like Moses  described the generations of mankind in Genesis 5.  

Matthew 1:1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Genesis 5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God.
The terms “a genealogy” and “a generation” are nearly identical in this instance.  Moses documented the generations of men leading away from Adam and toward Abraham.   Matthew documents the generations of men leading away from Abraham toward The Messiah, The King.”  Adam was created a sinless image bearer of God, but fell through sin.   Jesus, God the Son was and still is a sinless image bearer of God, but did not fall through sin.  Throughout the Old Testament God continually revealed the path His Son would take to come for sinners.  Christ’s coming would be through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
· God made promises to Abraham:

Genesis 22:18   18 "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."
· God made it more precise with promises to David:
2 Samuel 7:12,16  12 "When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom…..  16 "Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever."'"
The Prophets also predicted that God the Son would make an entrance into this world as a human being.  

· Micah reveals the exact geographical spot where The Eternal God would enter time and space 
Micah 5:2   "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."
· Daniel revealed the exact time, down to the day, that He would appear. 
Daniel 9:24-26  24 "Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.  25 "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.  26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing,
In short,  God said that The Messiah was to be The Eternal God Himself who would enter humanity at a predicted time and place.  
Galatians 4:4-5   4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
God the Son was eternal, but Jesus the man, had a history.  His birth place and time would qualify Him as Messiah.  His ancestry would reveal the Sovereignty of God. Now, God’s Word is about to qualify Jesus as Messiah and King by decent.  This God breathed genealogy  reveals the following four things about Jesus Christ:  

· He is the legitimate King of Israel.

· He keeps His Word to His people.  He is a covenant keeping God. 

· His Ways are not the Ways of Men
· His Human Coming to Men was Miraculous
He is the legitimate King of Israel.

Matthew traces the generations of Jesus through the covenant [promises] God made with  Abraham and with David.  We looked at those OT promises already.  God amplifies and defines them in the New Testament. 
Galatians 3:16-18  16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ.  17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.  18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.
In Abraham all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. [because Abraham’s descendent would be the Messiah]  
Through David all the nations of the earth shall be ruled. [because David’s descendent…..the Messiah would reign over all the earth]
He keeps His Word to His people.  He is a covenant keeping God. 

Matthew 1:1-16  The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham:  2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers…….. 16 Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.
We have already read through this once and I don’t want to risk putting you to sleep  again.  Here is the point that Matthew’s genealogy made in the mind of its hearers:  Jesus the Nazarene came down to them [His ancestry] in exactly the way God had promised His Messiah / King would come.  God keeps His promises and His covenants with His people.  In the rest of his Gospel, Matthew makes this point again and again in a variety of ways.  Here are just a few….      
Matthew 1:21-23   21 "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."  22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."  He would be virgin born!
Matthew 8:16-17  16 When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill.  17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: "HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES."  He would be a healer!
Matthew 13:34-35  4 All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, and He did not speak to them without a parable.  35 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: "I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN PARABLES; I WILL UTTER THINGS HIDDEN SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD."  He revealed truths about God that were previously hidden!
Matthew 21:4-5  4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  5 "SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 'BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.'"  He would present Himself as King on a colt!
His Ways are not the Ways of Men.
Matthew 1:2-6   2Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 

 3Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 

 4Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. 

 5Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 

 6Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah. 
· God loves, saves and uses people that men would not expect Him to use. Women were almost never mentioned in genealogies, but Matthew mentions four of them. 

Tamar:  Posed as a prostitute in order to become pregnant with twins by her father-in-law Judah.   [Gen. 38:6-24]
Rahab: Was a Canaanite prostitute, but was converted to God during the siege of Jericho. She is certainly an unlikely candidate to be included in the generations of the Messiah. 

Ruth: Was a Moabitess.  They were bitter enemies of Israel and eventually were totally destroyed by God. Nevertheless, God loved and poured out grace on Ruth who is included in the genealogy of Jesus.  [Book of Ruth]
Bathsheba:  The adulteress taken into David’s house after he had her husband killed.  Of all David’s women she was certainly the least likely to bear the son that would continue the line to Messiah.  

God does not act as men want or expect Him to act, Jesus told the following story to Simon the Pharisee while a known prostituted crept into the house and kneeled to shed her tears on Christ’s feet.  Here is Jesus’ story:  
Luke 7:41-43  41 "A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?"  43 Simon answered, "The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt." And he said to him, "You have judged rightly."

Luke 7:44-48  44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet.  46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.  47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven- for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little."  48 And he said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."
Here is the Gospel’s most compelling paradox:  those who recognize the immensity of their own sin love Christ the most.  Those who celebrate their own righteousness,  love Him the least. 
Scripture not only includes women, but unworthy women.  They were either immoral sinners or came from pagan cultures.  God is rich in mercy toward the most unlikely.  If you think you deserve the love and kindness of God you will see little value in what Christ Jesus did on the Cross for you.  He left the riches and comfort of heaven to live a human life.  A difficult life in a broken world.  He was eventually unjustly murdered by a band of self-righteous, religious thugs even though as Peter wrote… 
1 Peter 2:22-24  22 ….."He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."  23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
Do you think Tamar in her sin and desperation, would have ever imagined that she would a point on the path for the perfect Son God’s entrance into the world?  Could Rahab ever conceived that she would be the Great, Great Grandmother of the King of Israel?   When Ruth in despair, came trudging back to Bethlehem with Naomi could she have ever imagined her future blessing?  And of all David’s women, would Bathsheba think she would sustain the line of God’s Spotless Son.     God even puts His Words praise for Christ in the self-righteous mouths or the smugly religious….    

Luke 15:2  ….. the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."
Men interpret religion and self-righteousness as a sign of love for God, but God sees it exactly the opposite.  The truly wise do not congratulate themselves for having  received Jesus. They prefer instead to have their heart captured by this simple reality;  “He has received me!.... a sinner!!”  Let yourself be numbered with the sinners.  A man’s love for Christ is always, always extinguished by self-righteousness. 
· God saves because He is merciful and not because we are righteous. 

Ephesians 2:3-6  we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
· God saves the helpless not the good
Romans 5:6-9   6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.
His Human Coming to Men was Miraculous
The nature and coming of Jesus Christ are extraordinary in every way.  Let me read you a few more verses before our final observation.  Notice the word “father” as I read: 

Matthew 1:7-16  7 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa.  8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah.  9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah.  10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah.  11 Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.  12 After the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel.  13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor.  14 Azor was the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud.  15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob.  16 Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. 
There were 25 fathers in this line just from Solomon, but when the Holy, Eternal, Infinite and righteous Son of the Living God stepped into humanity The Son, The Father and The Spirit acted extraordinarily and miraculously.   John tells us that The Son has always been God and was creator of the world. He and the Father are co-equal and co-eternal.
John 1:2-3  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

When they were ready to act The Holy Spirit joined them. The miracle was profound, the revelation of it was clear and the fulfillment of it was decisive.  
Luke 1:30-35   30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;  33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end."  34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  35 The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.
David’s descent passed through two non-Jewish  women and David was not even the firstborn of Jesse.  The lineage continued through the adulteress Bathsheba, another trophy of God’s grace.  Even when God ended the merely human claim to the throne at the captivity, He continued the lineage to Joseph.  Finally, God entered humanity by bypassing Adam’s curse of sin and every failing of mankind to be conceived in a virgin and to become the perfect image of God to His own creation.   
Conclusion: God chose to come to us along a path scattered with sin, human weakness, unbelief, paganism, immorality and much more. Before beginning the journey God carefully laid it out in detail through the prophets.  The revelation of the Old Testament ground it finer and finer until it absolutely had to happen just as it did  at the birth of Christ.   Isaiah even foresaw that although born in “Bethlehem, the city of David,” He would live and minister in the obscure darkness of Galilee of the gentiles.   
Isaiah 9:1-2  Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan--  2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.
The prophet also knew and proclaimed that Jesus the Christ would inherit the throne of David and reign there as Creations rightful and only True King.  
Isaiah 9:6-7   6 ….. a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

Paul explains what this miracle accomplished for sinners like us: 
2 Corinthians 4:6-7   6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;. 

So what is a genealogy worth?   In some cultures it will buy you an education or a place at the governor’s table.  It may offer you wealth and status.  But with God it will break the curse of sin and death, give you a seat at Christ’s table, and give you eternal joy in the presence of the Jesus who loved you and gave Himself up for you.  It will make a sinner like you a child of the King…the God of Creation. Hebrews explains His surpassing love for you dear friends.   
Hebrews 2:14-18   14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.  16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.  17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
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