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Hebrews 9:1-14
Pastor Paul Anthes

Introduction:  I recently watched a young mother struggling through a store with two small children.  One was in a stroller and the other was about three years old.  What fascinated me about this scene was this:  The three year old was pushing the stroller from between her Mom’s legs.  It was a little beyond her abilities so Mom had to reach over constantly to get things back on track. They managed to go about 15 feet in the few minutes that I watched.  At this rate, I remember thinking, it is going to be a very long time before Mom gets her shopping done and gets back in the car. 

My mind wondered back to all the times my own boys had wanted to hammer the nails, run the lawnmower, use the log splitter or drive the car.  I remembered Ginny asking how long it would take me to complete a project.  I replied, “one hour…2 if the boys help me.” But help me they did. 

Kids want to get into the game.  They want to do the things that adults do.  Eventually, that little girl will push her own child through the store.  My sons were fixing my cars and building our house when they were teens.  This is a proper response to life.  We don’t just watch life as we grow up, but we participate in it.  

Let me ask you this serious question; Is Christianity a “spectator sport” or can we kids (children of God) actually get into the action?  By comparing the Old Covenant with the New Covenant in the book of Hebrews we discover that God intended for believers to be more than spectators.    

A “Testament” is an old English word that means “covenant.”   Both words describe a binding legal document that must be honored by those who enter into it.  We still retain the word today when we say “Last Will and Testament,”  a binding legal document.  

The book of Hebrews explains why the “Old is Old” and the “New is New.” The Bible actually uses the term “Covenant” instead of “Testament.”  The text this morning will answer this vital question: “Did God save me for some purpose?”   “Is there anything I get to do Lord or am I just a spectator in this life.”  The normal healthy child wants to participate in life.  The normal healthy Christian desires something meaningful in their daily Christian life. “Is there anything that God wants us to do that we are fit to do.”  

Satan works to persuade men that they are unfit.  Only “the few,” “the educated,” “the gifted” are granted this high privilege of service, but Scripture teaches that you have been washed in the blood of Christ precisely for service. 

Our passage this morning reveals three vital things about your service for God.
  
· The Old Covenant made men spectators
· The New Covenant makes men participants
· Your Service to the Living God is Worship 
The Old Covenant Made Men Spectators 

Romans 8:7-8  7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,  8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly sanctuary [1]:   Men did not keep the law and were actually unable to keep it. Humans are not spiritual but physical or fleshly beings.  Because God is sinless and spirit,   every detail of this first covenant was designed by God.  Nothing was left to the imagination of men.  But we have already learned that the Old Covenant and its priesthood and ritual were unable to take away sin….so…. “Why would God go so much trouble to set up a system of worship that was insufficient for the needs of the worshipers?  

He did it to point to Jesus the Christ.  Only God knew how He planned to redeem His people.  It would not be their doing but His.  Men needed a Savior not a religion.  The purpose of the Old Covenant was to prove that and to point to Christ.   God designed a system that was never intended to take away sins but to foreshadow Jesus the Messiah who could and would take away sins! 

The Tabernacle itself along with every piece of furniture had meaning.  The tabernacle was pitched within a courtyard which itself had precise purposes.  In the courtyard was a bronze altar on which the sacrificial animal was tied and then sacrificed. When Christ, our sacrifice for sin came His blood too was shed outside of the holy place. Christ suffered outside of the presence of God because He was the  sacrifice for your sin. 

Hebrews 13:11-12   11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp.  12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
 
For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table and the sacred bread; this is called the holy place [2]:  The courtyard is the world but the Tabernacle was the presence of our Holy God in that world.  No one could approach.  Only those who were called to do so.  It is “the holy place”  meaning “it is not like the courtyard.”  God is here and you can only come to Him the way He prescribes.  Men today are not free to make up their own way back to God.  It is still true that men cannot come back to God.  He is unapproachable!  God must come for men because men cannot come to Him.  In this place where men may go only if they go as God prescribes there are two items mentioned:

The Lampstand:  This provided light within the Holy Place.  In order to see we must have light.  God created the whole universe starting with light. Now we can see!

Genesis 1:1-3  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2 The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.  3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.

Our world is in spiritual darkness and has been since the fall of man.  Have you ever spent a difficult night and longed for the light of day?  Jesus came bringing spiritual light to men.  When you come to Jesus and trust Him you will see what God is doing in the world and particularly in your life.  He is giving you light to walk by and to live by.  

John 8:12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."

The Table and its bread: There were twelve loaves placed here every Sabbath.  They symbolized the way God provided food for the 12 tribes of Israel and were there offering to Him.  But The One True God does not need to eat and so He gave the bread to the priests and they would eat the old loaves when the new ones were placed. [Lev. 24:5-8] 

“Dining with someone in the ancient Near East was a sign of fellowship and peace, so the priests’ eating of the bread of the Presence in God’s house signified the Lord was at peace with His people. Yet this was a limited peace under the old covenant because only the priests, not every Israelite, enjoyed the privilege of dining with the Creator. Under the new covenant, however, Christ has effected an eternal peace between the Father and His people, so we may dine in His presence….” (John 6:53–58). Table Talk  Ligonier Ministries

Jesus new about this bread that represented fellowship and peace with God when He said, 

John 6:51 "I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh."

Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies,  4 having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron's rod which budded, and the tables of the covenant [3-4]:  From the world (courtyard) to the holy place (where only certain men are allowed) we arrive at the Most Holy Place (where only one man may go and only on a specified day).  

The Altar of Incense:  The incense went up to heaven as a symbol of prayer and intercession to God.  Jesus has fulfilled this beyond anything the High Priest could have ever imagined.  In the Holy of Holies God would come and meet with one man and that man.  He could only be there once a year so incense burned to represent the prayers to Him.  

Jesus became our High Priest and takes the sacrifice into the throne room of God, sits down on God’s throne at His right hand and prays (intercedes) for us in prayer to the Father day and night, forever …even now. 

Hebrews 7:25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

The Ark of the Covenant:  It was made out of wood but covered with Gold.  In it were three things.  The Jar with Manna.  Jesus was the ultimate provision for the hunger of men. 

John 6:48-50  48 "I am the bread of life.  49 "Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.  50 "This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.

Aaron’s rod which budded.  God gets to pick the priest and not men.  Every tribe left a rod in the tabernacle and God chose the one He wanted.  

Hebrews 7:28 28 For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.  

The Tables of the Covenant.  The summary statement of God’s Law (The Ten Commandments) are all broken by all men.  They were given to point out mankind’s desperate condition before a righteous God.  Jesus fulfilled them this way…

1 Peter 2:22-24   22 JESUS COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;  24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  

And above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we cannot now speak in detail [5]: The lid of the ark was also the mercy seat, where God would meet the priest. The Cherubim hovered over it representing the very presence of God.  

Now when these things have been so prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer tabernacle performing the divine worship [6]:  Notice the word continually.  The tabernacle was a continual, daily reminder of our continual daily sin and sinful state. NOTE:  Only the priest could go in to perform “THE DIVINE WORSHIP.”    

Into the second, only the high priest enters once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance [7]:  The Most Holy place was entered once a year.  This represents where God is.  You may never go there.  The priests may never go there. (In the holy place)  The regular man or woman may never go there (in the courtyard).   Someone must take innocent blood into the very presence of God and offer it for the guilty.  For you and for me.  For priest, clergy and all men.  This Jesus did.   

Under The Old Covenant men could never really worship God because they were never really cleansed.  Their sin debt was never truly paid, only covered over until the time of Christ. Now God explains what He was doing with the Old Covenant. 

The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed while the outer tabernacle is still standing [8]:  God commanded all these things under the Old Covenant to make this point:  The way back to God was not open.  And it is still unopened today to all seeking to return through religion and other moral schemes.  Even God Ordained Religion, like that found under the Old Covenant, barred the way to God.  

Which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation [9-10]:   God is intent on making Jesus Christ the centerpiece of redemption. What mere men offer is insufficient.  God ordained a human priesthood with food and drink offerings and with rituals to remind men of their sin and to point the way to Christ who would fulfill every shadow, keep every regulation and law and pay for every one of your sins because He had none of His own.  He would provide  Salvation and Eternal life that can never be obtained by men.   Only Christ and Only Faith in Christ will bring you into the presence of God. 

The way back to God is now open through Christ. 
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	THE OLD COVENANT
	THE NEW COVENANT

	Written on Stone Tablets.
	Written on new hearts.

	Calls men to know God
	Causes men to know God

	Reminds men of their sins
	Forgets men’s sins forever


	Died at the Cross
	Was born at the Cross




The New Covenant  Makes Men Participants 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation [11]:  Jesus arrived as the priest appointed by the Father and not by the law.  Our High Priest Jesus never entered the Most Holy Place with an offering.  He did something infinitely superior.  As Satan murdered Christ on the Cross, The Father destroyed that earthly Holy of Holies with His own hand.  Jesus then took His own blood, shed for your sin, into the very presence of the Father in heaven.  

And not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption [12]: The Old Covenant Offering for sin is now Fulfilled in Christ.  What Christ did, does not point to anything else.  Everything instead, points to the cross.  The Old Covenant looks forward to the Cross and the New Covenant basks in it.  At the Cross, Jesus obtained our eternal redemption and all our present and eternal blessings.  

CONCLUSION… Your Service to The Living God is Worship:  At the beginning I asked a couple of questions: “Is Christianity a “spectator sport” or can we kids (children of God) actually get into the action?” Well here is the answer:  

For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? [13-14]:  This is an argument from the lesser to the greater.  Under the Old Covenant God was willing to cover sins with the blood of animals.  That was His kindness and grace.  If the blood of animals offered by an imperfect human priest could do that what do you think the blood of Jesus  can do.  This is a perfect sacrifice offered by a perfect priest. 

Not only does God wash your sins away but He washes your conscience too.  How does that work?  As a child, my sins tormented my conscience.    I was afraid my Dad would find out about them and my conscience was relieved when He found out.     This is the same way it works with God.  When Satan demands we feel guilt because of our sin we can and must respond with this,  “God already knows about that sin because all my sins were future when Jesus died for me.  

God cleansed your conscience to “serve Him.”  Now I want you to reason with me about “service” for a moment and stop saying things like, “I am not suited for any kind of Christian Service.”  This Greek word occurs in two other places in the Bible.  

Hebrews 9:6 Now when these things have been so prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer tabernacle performing the divine worship (service)  

Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual (service) of worship.  “Service” is worship in His presence. 

All striving for God was over at the Cross.  There is nothing you need do but come to the Savior and love Him, worship Him and adore Him.  

John MacArthur tells the story of an evangelist who, after a long night of preaching was pulling up the tent stakes when a young man approached him and asked, “What must I do to be saved?”  “It is too late,” the evangelist replied.  “Do you mean it is too late because the services are over?”  “No,” replied the preacher, “I mean it is too late because its already been done.  Everything that could be done for your salvation has already been done.”

You are washed and fit to worship.  In  Christ you have entered the holy place by the light of His presence and eaten the bread of life on the table and offered your prayers on the altar of incense.   He has made you fit for worship by washing away your sin.  

Stop living as a spectator. Jesus wants your personal worship.  What offering will we bring to one who possesses heaven and earth?  Is there still something that would be a suitable sacrifice of worship?  Yes.  There is something that is fit for the worship of the Lord of Creation and you actually possess it.  He made it in His image and gave it to you. It is your life to do with as you please.  You may use it for your own purposes.  He has given you that freedom. Or you may give it fully to Him.  This is the service of worship that God has cleansed you for by washing away your sins forever.  It’s time to get into the game and participate in offering Christ worship rather than watch others do it.    

John 4:23  23 … an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.
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