Behold, Your King is Coming!
Pastor Paul O. Anthes

Introduction:  Most families keep photo albums or scrap books to remember the pivotal events in their lives.  We can pass them down to our children and grandchildren that way.  Your Mom and Dad’s wedding day!  Your first step!  Such books of memories are designed to keep the past alive from one generation to another.  
Did you know that God also keeps a book of memories in which He has placed the events that reveal Him to His children?  How did our world begin?  It’s in the book!  Why are humans different from every other animal?  It’s in the book!  How can sinners ever be acceptable to a perfectly righteous God?  YUP!.. that’s also in the book!   God  has recorded everything He knows is vital for you to know, but only God was there when they happened.  How will we ever “remember” things we never experienced in the first place?  How do God’s memories become vivid realities in your minds?  
Jesus knew this would be humanly impossible and so God The Son dispatched God The Holy Spirit to help us.  The Spirit makes Christ Jesus real to us.  The Spirit enables us to believe God’s Word and to follow Christ.  He brings you to the Lord’s table on that last night before the crucifixion or causes you to stand at the foot of the cross as Jesus pours out His life for you.   
Visions are rare even in the Bible.  We are not speaking of visions.  This is the present day ministry of the Holy Spirit on earth.  Jesus is in heaven now, but The Holy Spirit is gathering His bride.  Any bride must know and love her groom.  And she cannot love one she has never seen or known.  So… The Holy Spirit reveals Christ to His beloved children.   The disciples had all the same concerns when Jesus told them He was going back to heaven.  Jesus said…..
John 16:7 "….I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.
John 16:13  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.

The Spirit wrote The Bible with purity, precision and perfection.  It is the “Spirit directed” disclosure of who Christ is, what He taught and did.  In the Bible, The Holy Spirit, who is God, takes the thoughts of God and matches them to the Words God wants…  
1 Corinthians 2:12-13  12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

The Scripture is  “more sure” or “MORE CERTAIN” than our experiences.   Peter lived with Jesus and even saw Him transfigured (glorified) with his own eyes and yet said, 
2 Peter 1:18-21  18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.  19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.  20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation.  21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
Do not choose between trusting The Spirit or The Scripture. Either choice is wrong.  The Spirit wrote The Scriptures and uses them to make Jesus and the events of His life real. 
Without The Scripture we are a ship without a rudder, at the mercy of charlatans and liars and possibly even more dangerous… our own imagination. 
Without The Spirit we live in the parched land of dead orthodoxy and moralism…. knowing endless facts about the Bible, but not knowing the God of the Bible.  Knowing about Christ, but not knowing Christ.  The Scripture is The Only Sure Word about Christ and salvation and The Holy Spirit uses it to capture the hearts and minds of God’s people. 
1 Corinthians 2:3-5  3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

When Christ is preached from the Scripture it is the Spirit of God that reveals Him to our “inner man” and not just our minds. 
John 14:25-26  25 "These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you.  26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

John 16:14-15    14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

“God has therefore two ways of teaching,  first, he sounds in our ears by the mouth of men; and, secondly, he addresses us inwardly by his Spirit; and he does this either at the same moment, or at different times, as he thinks fit.”  CALVIN
So I want to go with you back to this day in history…an actual day with a date and a day of the week.  On this day Jesus was acclaimed by men as the Blessed Savior and the rightful King of the Earth.  Like September 11th, 2001, or July 4th, 1776… Our date in history is Sunday March 29th, 33 AD.   Jesus has just arrived in Bethany, a small village outside of Jerusalem.  This is the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  He is on His way to Passover.  It will be his last one.  John begins the account. 
John 12:1-2 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him.  
John 12: 9-11  9 The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead.  10 But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death also;  11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and were believing in Jesus.
This local crowd began to gather to see a documented case of resurrection!  Lazarus was four days in the tomb and decay had already begun.  Everyone wanted a look at such an extraordinary man. This event took place on Sunday.  On the next day Monday March 30th 33 AD. Jesus left Bethany and began the short descent to the City of Jerusalem.  He was on His way to enter the city, as commanded, to celebrate the Passover. John explains! 
John 12:12-13  12 On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,  13 took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, "Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel."

In eternity past, The Father and The Son made an appointment…. for this Passover week… with the Cross.  He has set His face for Jerusalem where He will offer Himself for your sin. All four of the gospels record this event, each one adding something to the story.  Luke takes up the story just moments before Jesus descended the Mount of Olives:  
Luke 19:29-34   29 When He approached Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount that is called Olivet, He sent two of the disciples,  30 saying, "Go into the village ahead of you; there, as you enter, you will find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here.  31 "If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' you shall say, 'The Lord has need of it.'"  32 So those who were sent went away and found it just as He had told them.  33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you untying the colt?"  34 They said, "The Lord has need of it."
In Luke’s account this colt is given seven verses of attention in a story about the coming of Christ to Jerusalem.  Why?  To make clear that God desired, decreed and delivered Jesus to be crucified for your sins.  Zachariah the Prophet, led by The Holy Spirit, had declared that this would be the precise way “The Messiah/King” would come to Jerusalem.
Zechariah 9:9  9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
The Father and son conceived this week before creation.  Jesus is about to fulfill The Passover.  The lamb of the OT symbolically covered your sins, but by Friday of this week The Son of the Living God  would actually take away those sins.   
John 10:17-18  17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."

Luke adds that….. 
Luke 19:35-37  35 They brought [the colt] to Jesus, and they threw their coats on the colt and put Jesus on it.  36 As He was going, they were spreading their coats on the road.  37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen,

The crowds are now surrounding Jesus and surging along with Him on the road leading down from the Mount of Olives.  Many are traveling ahead of Him. Still others are coming out from the city.  Using the Word of God The Spirit causes Israel to remember what Zechariah had prophesied about Him centuries before. He is coming to them on the foal of a donkey. They see Him and He is endowed with Salvation and Humility.  Now the question… how will these same people shout for His crucifixion before Pilate on Friday after calling for His coronation today?  Let me ask you!  Have you ever decided to follow Jesus and then turned back?  Have you ever renounced a sin or weakness only to be overcome by it again?  
BUT….there is more to this than mere human weakness.  What appears spontaneous, is actually orchestrated and driven by God.  God is….for this moment in time…..Glorifying and Exalting His Eternal Son.   Because of the Holy Spirit inspired Word of God you too….20 centuries later will experience this foretaste of the “Glory of God the Son.”  Those present remembered His miracles [and so do we].  They remembered that no man ever spoke like this man spoke. [you too know it is true]  They remembered the tender compassion toward sinners and the steadfast opposition to dead religion [as do we].  Matthew says….
Matthew 21:8-9   8 Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road.  9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!"
Why are they shouting  “Hosanna”… which means, “save us we pray.”  When used this way it is actually a plea for salvation.  The root in Hebrew occurs in Ps. 118:25

Psalm 118:25   25 Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, 
As used on this day in history it meant “We beg you to save us…please deliver us!”  This is not merely a human event.  It is divinely planned and carried out.  The people were shouting the very words that the Psalmist had written about the Messiah centuries before, but God….exalting His own Son as Savior led them to add….”Hosanna to the Son of David.”   This acknowledges that Jesus is the promised Messiah and King who would descend from David’s line.   

Jesus is the Christ!  He is the Messiah of Israel and the Savior of all peoples.  He is the heir to the throne of the universe…He is the Son of Living God. He is the one man who can answer this prayer.  Will it be ignorance that causes the Jews to murder Him in four days?  No they will do it with their eyes wide open!  The self-righteous and religious will deceive the masses into trading their God and Savior for a common murderer.  BUT… Do not forget what Scripture is telling us here.  GOD IS DRIVING THESE EVENTS AND NOT MEN!  Jesus is going to the Cross with your face in His mind and your name on His lips.  They are not merely talking His life from Him…He is giving it up for you.   And He is doing it in such a way as to make it impossible to think this is a human event.  There were other unseen events going on at this very moment ….
The Passover was on the fourteenth day of the month, and this was the tenth.  
Exod. 12:3  "Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, 'On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers' households, a lamb for each household. 
At the very moment Jesus is presented to Jerusalem and just inside those ancient walls, the lambs, whose blood had symbolically covered Israel’s sin, were being examined, chosen and then set aside for that sacrifice.  In four days Jesus would give His life for their sins and yours at the very hour those same lambs were sacrificed.  
BUT…Today Israel will recognize and worship Him as their promised Messiah.  For those who believe Israel is beyond redemption this should be instructive.  God can turn Israel to her Messiah whenever He wants.  He has already done it once.  We are seeing it this morning.  God was glorifying Jesus and putting Him on display as The Messiah and King of Israel.   No religious or political power could stop that.  It was intended as a harbinger to those who would doubt His second coming in power and Glory. 

This was the path Jesus took to the Cross.  Along the way God caused Israel to recognize their Savior and worship Him.  Many later wondered openly how it had all finished so badly. On the road to Emmaus the two disciples were telling Jesus…

Lk. 24:20-21   … how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him.  21 "But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened.

BUT… The same prophet who foretold Jesus’s literal first arrival in Jerusalem insists the He will travel this way once more, only the second time it will be with a very different outcome.  Still to be fulfilled…. Zechariah says God will one day “gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle.”  AND….  
Zechariah 14:4 4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south…..  
Zechariah 14:7-9  it will be a unique day which is known to the LORD neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light. And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter.  9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only one.
But today, March 30, 33 AD…God is exalting His Son for all future peoples to behold.  The Holy Scripture and The Holy Spirit have been glorifying Christ to generation after generation until this very day.   For this one day it was true in Jerusalem:  Jesus is Lord!  He is King!  HE IS SAVIOR!  In just a few weeks  Peter would rise to confirm all that we are saying today when he preached at Pentecost:

Acts 2:22-23  22 "Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know--  23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.
Acts 2:36-37  36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ-- this Jesus whom you crucified."  37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?"

Men are not in charge of worship!  We prepare the songs, we read and preach the Scriptures but Worship happens when men and women Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  This happens when the Holy Spirit Glorifies Jesus through His Holy Word…The Bible.  
ILL.  Perhaps you have had the experience of sitting in church while something uncomfortable was going on?  The soloist sang the entire song off key or the preacher has just said something disturbing.  You might plan to say something to someone in charge. If you are in charge or think you are, you dread what people are going to say to you. “How did this happen on your watch?”  
The Pharisees believed they were in charge of all worship.  Things could only be done when and how they decreed, THEY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MORE WRONG: 
Luke 19:39  39 …. some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples."  

Like religious hypocrites in every age, they have put God in their box. He is not free to be God.  The Messiah is not allowed to come…not today…not on their watch…and so they complain to Jesus saying, “can’t you hear what these people are saying?”  “They are calling you the ‘Son of David,’ and only the Messiah of God is the ‘Son of David.’”  “They are praying to you for salvation.”  “No one can save, but God.”  “And just look at you!”  You are sitting on this foal of a donkey and entering Jerusalem exactly the way Zechariah said the Messiah would enter.” “You need to stop this now.”  “We run the worship concession and no one else!” 
Luke 19:40  40 Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out."

“I hear what they say,” Jesus says, “ Now listen to what God says, today there will be no silence.”  For this hour, having been determined by God from Eternity past, there will be an outpouring of God’s majesty and glory that will light up this jagged dirt path leading to Mount Zion.  It will only be seen to day by these Passover pilgrims and will be unknown to the nations of the earth, but it will be inscribed into the Holy Word of The Living God and the  Spirit will take it up whenever He pleases and set men’s hearts on fire with the Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
In the future it will not be just Passover Pilgrims who sing and worship.  It will not be just a brief interlude of glory followed by sacrifice and death.   The next time the praise will be universal and eternal.  When Jesus comes again every single thing that troubles our evil world will be forever replaced with glorious, unending justice, goodness and human joy.  
Psalm 96:1-13  Sing to the LORD a new song; Sing to the LORD, all the earth.   2 Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day.  3 Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds among all the peoples.  4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods.  5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But the LORD made the heavens.  6 Splendor and majesty are before Him, Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.  7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of His name; Bring an offering and come into His courts.  9 Worship the LORD in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the earth.  10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns; Indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved; He will judge the peoples with equity."  11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; Let the sea roar, and all it contains;  12 Let the field exult, and all that is in it. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy  13 Before the LORD, for He is coming, For He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness And the peoples in His faithfulness. 
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