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Introduction:  Prophecy, future events, end times are all names for the ugly stepchild in the modern church.  The Evangelical church largely ignores it.  The few that don’t make it a hill to die on and they do often die there.  I know lots of sincere believers who don’t want anything to do with it.  Why do you suppose that is?  Here are some of the reasons people give:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]It is too controversial and divisive! But so is politics and most people will think or talk about that.  
· It is a waste of time!  We need to figure out how to live with the problems we have now. But what if God’s Word on the future would help you live and deal with present things.  
· You can’t really know what any of it means! But what if that complaint is not true! What if you could know what God is saying about end times?
· So many men and religions have made predictions that did not come true!  But God says no man knows the exact time Christ will return.  
· Thinking about the future frightens me!  But what if it would actually comfort you?

Why am I preaching this sermon: I want to give some Biblical reasons why you should “put yourself out” to study what God has to say about the future and coming events in the world.  The future is coming whether or not we want it to.  It will arrive whether or not we are prepared for it.  Nothing stays the same in life…nothing.   If you like your life now it is guaranteed to change.  AND….if you don’t like your life now it is guaranteed to change.  Change is the one constant in God’s world. 

Now let’s image that we have children that we love dearly.  We know that in a short time they will not be children any longer.  They are going to want to fly the coop, leave the nest and start a life in which they are the parents.  They are the providers and givers.  

Now let’s also imagine that you have the power and foresight to arrange for them to have a bright future that they can confidently look forward to.  But they show no interest whatsoever in knowing anything about.  They don’t want to know the path that you have laid out for them and they strongly doubt that you actually have made a provision for them.  In fact, they accuse you of confusing them and imply, by word and deed, that you may even be trying to deceive them about their future. Telling them things that you know will never happen.  They just want to win this video game and get enough money for the next one.

This is the church in our day when it comes to what God has to say about our future. It is sad, to say the least.  In truth, it is reckless and harmful.  God is full of love and compassion.  He showed that at the Cross.  When He speaks about the future it is the same love and compassion that caused Him to plan it and to tell you about it.  There is great blessing in listening to His Words and making the small effort it takes to understand them.  The Bible is understandable and it will help you understand your life.  We call this the perspicuity of Scripture or its Clarity!

Psalm 119:129-130  129 Your testimonies are wonderful; Therefore my soul observes them.  130 The unfolding of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.

Peter reminded his readers about certain things that Paul had written that were ….

2 Peter 3:16   ….  hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

2 Peter 3:17-18   17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness,  18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

These same men are in the church today.  They say the Scripture cannot be understood so why bother.  They twist things God says.  They are unprincipled (lawless) men who harm believers and pull them from the rock of Scripture and onto the sand of manmade theology or worse.  

So let’s talk about some reasons why you should trouble yourselves to know about God’s future for the world and for you.   There are dozens but we will chose four this morning. 

It is a huge part of the Bible
It keeps you from being deceived
It prepares you for what is coming
It promises huge blessings to its hearers    

    
It is a huge part of the Bible

Dr. David Jeremiah has made the following observation: 

“There are 216 chapters in the New Testament and in them are 318 references to the Second Coming of Christ?   If you were to omit passages about prophecy, you would have to remove one out of every thirty verses in the New Testament. You would also have to skip 23 of the 27 New Testament books because that's how many mention it. For every prophecy about the birth of Christ, there are eight about His Second Coming.”  

Jesus said this to the crowds gathered in Jerusalem…

Luke 12:54-56   54 And He was also saying to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, 'A shower is coming,' and so it turns out.  55 "And when you see a south wind blowing, you say, 'It will be a hot day,' and it turns out that way.  56 "You hypocrites! You know how to analyze the appearance of the earth and the sky, but why do you not analyze this present time?

Jesus point?  Men tend to pay no attention to what God says is going on in the world and what our response should be to it.  It is not that the men of Jesus day were wrong about the future.  They made no attempt to try to know what God said about it.  

But it is not just the 27 New Testament books.  The Old Testament prophets were ultimately pointing to Christ.  Jesus literally fulfilled over 300 of those prophecies.  It is very reasonable to believe that the remaining ones will be fulfilled in the same way…literally.  Jesus is coming again and will do the things the prophets said Messiah would do.  Here is just one example.  Many Christians think that when The Jews rejected Christ then God went to plan B.  He offered salvation to the Gentiles (non-Jews).  In truth, there was never a plan B.  In fact, with God there is never, ever a plan B.    

Isaiah 49:5-6  5 And now says the LORD, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the LORD, And My God is My strength),  6 He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth."

The Nations in the OT are the Gentiles.  Jacob and Israel are The Jews.  The Father (The LORD) speaks to His Servant (Christ His Son) and says…”It is not enough just to save The Jews.  You are too glorious!  You are too great for Israel alone!  You will be the Savior of all mankind even to the ends of the earth!  

When the Paul and Barnabas were preaching to gentiles (the nations) in Antioch Pisidia God’s word tells us 

Acts 13:45-46  45 …. the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming.  46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.

Because Paul knew the prophecy of Isaiah he was able to immediately make the unthinkable pivot to the Gentiles.  The Jewish Messiah was thought to be only for the Jews and could only grant salvation to the Jews.   But God had prepared His preachers beforehand.  They knew what to do because of prophecy.    

Acts 13:47-49  47 "For so the Lord has commanded us, 'I HAVE PLACED YOU AS A LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES, THAT YOU MAY BRING SALVATION TO THE END OF THE EARTH.'"  48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.  49 And the word of the Lord was being spread through the whole region.


It keeps you from being deceived

Matthew 24:3-5   3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?"  4 And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you.  5 "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many.

It is pretty obvious that Jesus thought there was a huge likelihood that believers could be deceived by Satan and his false ministers.  After preaching and evangelizing in the Roman world Paul warned believers again and again about deception. 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15  13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.

Christians can be deceived about many things.  There is a concerted effort to deceive you by your enemy Satan and his helper /  preachers. 

Whole denominations today are telling people that God is WOKE!  He no longer cares about gross sins that He has condemned since the beginning of time.  But contrary to what the godless say,  He does not forbid these things because He is hateful or prudish!  He condemns them because they destroy the lives of those who practice them.  He loves mankind and does not wish to see them destroyed.  Don’t be deceived by Progressive Christianity. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11   9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,  10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

Countless believers are in these churches.  Many are advocating for the very things that destroy live now and will absolutely destroy them in eternity.  Like the frog in the pan of water their precious hearts and minds are being corrupted, ruined and destroyed there but sadly…. They are deceived.  

1 Corinthians 15:33-34  33 Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good morals."  34 Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some have no knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame. 

There are incalculable numbers who are deceived into pursuing every new doctrine or fad that is introduced.  Spiritual Formation is making everything about you and how you feel toward God.  This is not worship!  It is opening the door of your mind and heart to spiritual forces other than our One True God.   There is always something to keep your mind off loving Christ and others and giving Jesus true obedience from the heart.    
2 Corinthians 11:3   3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

Believers who live like this and think like this are mocking God to His face. Christ bought us and we are His.  He has every right to tell us how to live, but more to the point, He instructs us for our good.  For our physical blessings in this world an our eternal blessings in the next.  Tens of thousands give no thought to this when they sin highhandedly and advocate for others who do the same.  

Galatians 6:7-10  7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.  10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

When Jesus spoke of the future He was speaking of our day and times still future to us. He warned us. He implored us to listen to the warnings of coming judgment on evil.  He knows it is coming with a certainty.  We who trust Him will take His word for it.  

2 Timothy 3:13 - 4:1  13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.  14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them,  15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  


It prepares you for what is coming

Nobody can prepare you for the future like the person who knows every detail of it because He will cause it to happen just as He tells us.  Old Testament prophets spoke of Christ hundreds of times.  All their revelations came to pass perfectly and plainly.  God exhorts His people to listen when He speaks about the future because He is the future.  

Isaiah 46:9-13   9 "Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,  10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure'

Jesus picked up that theme when here on earth. After telling His disciples about the response of the world to the true gospel….their rejection of Christ and the gospel message about Him and ultimately their irrational hatred for all who love Christ.  After telling them this he explained why He was telling them about future events.    

John 16:4  4 "But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them.

Timothy had returned from a trip to Thessalonica to tell Paul that the Thessalonians were fearful of the future.  They were afraid that the Lord might return after they died or love ones died and they would miss eternity with Christ.  They worried that the coming wrath of God in the tribulation…The future final judgment that Jesus and Paul prophesied about might overtake them.  Paul wrote to comfort them and ease their fears. 

Jesus has not forgotten His promise to come again.  He is coming personally and will get your beloved deceased ones before taking you.  Be comforted by knowing the future. Be prepared for this awesome blessing.     
  
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

And do not worry about coming judgement.  Christ is coming for you to take you to your eternal home and to make you His Pure and Eternal Bride.  Loved, cared for and cherished forever.  That day will come suddenly however and without warning to a godless world and an apostate church that does not know, care about, or believe what God says about the end times…but that is not you!

1 Thessalonians 5:2   2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 

The day of the Lord is not the rapture just described above.  It is the day of judgment the Scripture calls The Tribulation.  

Joel 1:15  15 Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is near, And it will come as destruction from the Almighty. 

The world is determined to live without God.  To fix its own problems without in anyway acknowledging God or asking for His help.  But believers know the future.  They have listened and believed what God has said.  God will right every wrong and punish every sin.  Notice the pronouns in verse 3.  Not “us!”  Not “you!”  It is “they and them!”

1 Thessalonians 5:3 3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 

Now let’s put this in perspective.  God tell His beloved and chosen children what He intends to do in the future.  We may not know every detail or chronology but we are not living in the dark…the spiritual darkness of this world.  These believers were worried that the day of judgment would overtake them too, but they are not children of the dark. We know that Christ is coming for us.  We will not be left behind.  We are wide awake concerning the future plans of God for this world.   

1 Thessalonians 5:4-6  4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief;  5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;  6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  

1 Thessalonians 5:8  8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith (trusting God’s revelation to us ) and love (for God and one another), and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.  11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.


It promises huge blessings to its hearers    

Knowing the future gives peace of mind in the present.  It gives confidence that God is in control.  That the details of this godless world are already foreseen, foreknown and foregone.  At the beginning of the most famous book of prophecy God actually promises a blessing to anyone who reads it or hears it read or preached and takes what it says seriously.  There is nothing to do when you read Revelation.  But you can take it to heart and believe it will happen.  Or you can blow it off as a psychedelic fantasy or a fanciful allegory that everyone can have a crack at interpreting.  

Revelation 1:3  3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.

“Heed” means to “keep watch over the words and guard them!”  It always means to be dead serious about what it says.  Do you want to be from anxiety and fear for the future?  Then take time to find out what God has to say about it and decide up front to take what He says seriously by believing (trusting) God.  He has no reason to deceive you with fables and fairy tales.  He has every reason to tell you exactly what He has planned so that you can comfort one another, encourage one another and build one another up!  

Revelation 22:1-7  Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb,  2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him;  4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.  5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.  6 And he said to me, "These words are faithful and true"; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must soon take place.  7 "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book."
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