Recognizing Satan’s Schemes Part I 
Matthew 4:1-2
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Introduction:  21 miles east of Jerusalem a small river courses its way southward into the Dead Sea.  Along this river, about 5 miles north of the Dead Sea, John the Baptist was receiving multitudes of men and women wishing to repent of their sins and prepare to receive the Messiah’s kingdom.  Matthew records one day in which the Pharisees and the Sadducees presented themselves for baptism. They were renowned in Israel for their gross hypocrisy and sin and once John recovered from the shock of their pretense and arrogance he rebuked them and called for them to actually repent. As John finished his prophetic rant in the hearing of thousands upon thousands…with emotions and spiritual expectations at their apex ……
Matthew 3:13-17  13 …. Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him.  14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?"  15 But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him.  16 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him,  17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."
But why would Jesus seek to be baptized by John?  John himself resisted the idea because he knew Jesus needed no repentance and had no sin to confess.  In the end, like devoted believers everywhere, John chose to obey Christ even without full understanding.  Jesus gently overcomes John’s fear by saying, “Permit it this time…this once!”  It is fitting (it is the right thing to do) for both of us.  
Matt. 3:15  But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him. 

In Matthew three we noticed several reasons for Christ’s Baptism: 
One:  The Spirit had moved the entire nation to accept John as “The voice crying, "Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; ‘Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.’”  The Messiah was to be right on the heels of John and so it was fitting…it was the right thing for Jesus to appear and thus validate John’s ministry.  

Two:  John, in turn validates (fulfills all righteousness) Jesus to be the Messiah he has been proclaiming.  This is a dramatic moment, full of contrast and spiritual expectation.  God does not disappoint.   
Three:  Jesus identified with sinners.  Although He had no sin He joined us sinners. He lived and suffered with sinners.  All men are sinners and need to confess and repent.  Jesus was not afraid to identify with sinners.  

As thousands listen and watch The Triune God spectacularly appears.  God The Spirit descended on God the Son as God the Father affirmed Him from Heaven.   What happens next reveals the heart of Christ and the depth of His love for you.   
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  [1]:  The word “then” describes Jesus leaving the waters of baptism and immediately being “led up” by The Holy Spirit into the wilderness.  The Temptation of Jesus was not a random event where Satan showed up to lie and misquote Scripture.  Like everything else surrounding Christ’s appearance on Earth it was totally planned and carried out by God.  God the Spirit led God the Son into the desert for the specific purpose of being tempted by Satan.  

And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry [2]:  Jesus willingly goes without any companionship or food for 40 days.   After three days men lose most hunger,  but eventually the body uses all that it has and at about 60 days humans starve to death.  Jesus’ hunger was a genuine, physical need of food.  Jesus was in an extraordinary weakened physical condition.  Physically, emotionally and spiritually, Jesus is in need.  Never has there been a more likely time for Satan to succeed in His “temptation.”  Please take note of this one thing.  Jesus, out of love for you, chose to leave heaven and experience this so that preachers through the centuries can say with confidence…
Heb. 4:15  … we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 

God is not tempting Jesus!  God does not tempt any one to sin. 

James 1:13   13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.

God has, nevertheless, led a willing Jesus into this trial, where Satan waits to pounce like the “Roaring Lion” that Peter describes. Why?  To affirm that Jesus became a true human.  He was not God pretending to be human. Yes… He was also God, but He was fully human, He identified freely with, humanity and was willing to suffer with us.  He went all the way to death with us without once sinning.  When Satan murdered Jesus on the Cross, he thought he had finally won, but instead Christ’s death broke the hold of death on all who trust in Christ Jesus alone.  
Hebrews 2:14   14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,
Most of us only think of Christ’s suffering for us in terms of the crucifixion?  But we are about to see how Jesus put Himself in Satan’s crosshairs so that He might experience the full gamut of human temptation.  We are about to see how He did that. 
Hebrews 2:17-18  17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
In these temptations Jesus willingly experienced the fury of satanic deceit and cunning. In them we see the seed of human failure in every area of life.  We also discover the key to godliness and holiness. 
Gen. 1:27  God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
This means among other things, that we are not just animals like every other creature.  The godless insist everything came from slime and that all creature are the same with the same value.  This is categorically not true.   We are the beings to whom God entrusted His creation. 

Gen. 1:28-29  God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth."  29 Then God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; 

Satan set about to immediately try to destroy God’s image bearers and to sever their intimacy with God.  He succeeded in alienating man from God and from each other but could not destroy the image of God that God Himself had baked into our nature.   Sin has vandalized our image, but Christ, (the new sinless image bearer) came to restore it to its former glory in men and women.  

2 Cor. 4:3-4  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
It is amazing to be delivered from sin’s penalty (hell) but it is sin’s power that torments us in this life.   Jesus came to destroy the penalty of sin to condemn us as well as the power of sin to torment us in this life.   Christ is what humanity looked like before the fall.  It is your destiny as a believer to be restored.  Salvation is not a pass into heaven but a ticket to being transformed into the image of Christ.  It is the outcome of your salvation. 

Rom. 8:29  For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 
This image of God in men includes our wills (what we want), our emotions (what we feel) and our intellect (what we think.)  You can rest assured that Satan will seek to harm you in each of these areas.  Jesus stepped up to absorb Satan’s hatred and to make you unafraid to talk to Him about your deepest human weaknesses.  What Jesus does in the wilderness proves that our brokenness is fully known to Him and rather than condemn us, He loves us. Rather than condemn us, He comforts us.  Rather than disparage us He instructs us:
Christ came to deliver us from the power of sin to shape our lives.  Our Will 
(what we want)
Romans 6:1-4  What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?  3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Breaking the power of sin is included with your salvation.  God has spiritually united you to His Sinless Son so that you might walk in newness of life.  Some sins are harder to conquer than others, but you have been saved “TO WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE.”  Satan plays on our brokenness with the lie that we cannot overcome sin.  He does his level best to see that we do not.  But…here is the truth.  When you come to Christ in faith, God does a spiritual miracle in your life.  He unites you to Christ.  Did Christ for your sin?  Then so did you.  Was Christ buried (proving He was really, really dead)? Then so were you.  Did Christ rise from the dead, never to die again?  Then so did you! 
Romans 6:11-14  11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts,  13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

This is not a path to sinlessness!  That ship sailed long ago for all of us.  With New birth, the Spirit puts us on the pathway to newness of life. The Spirit enables us to change little by little into the image of Christ.   He replaces fear with hope.  He substitutes peace for anxiety. Decisiveness for indecision. Edifying speech for a biting tongue. Union with Christ changes everything going forward.  Satan’s lie…”don’t get your hopes up.  You’ll never be able to do it!”  God’s promised truth… “You can walk in newness of life.”  Let me prove this;  We are talking about your God created human will or “what you want.”  If you have trusted Christ then answer this question for me; Do you want to overcome besetting sins and be like Jesus or do you just not care about it that much?”    Wanting to be like Christ and not be at the mercy of sin is your new, restored will speaking.  The fact that you still struggle is proof you have a Christ like will and not the other way around.  You are broken by sin, but have been beloved, sought out, brought to faith and given a will  (a desire) to be like Jesus.   
Jesus willingly experienced temptation in order to comfort us.  Our Emotions
(what we feel)
Hebrews 4:15-16  15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Consider what The Holy Spirit gives to each one He brings to faith in Christ.  Not only does He renew our Wills (our Desires) but He restores our emotions.  

Gal. 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Love is sacrificial actions and thoughts, but it produces rich, intense emotions in those giving it and especially those receiving it.  Joy and Peace are extraordinary emotions.  Patience allows you to be calm in the face of trials and difficulties.  

When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness He deliberately experienced our emotional struggles because he was a real human man.  He can comfort us as we seek to find emotional peace in a fallen, evil world.  He knows how you feel and the Holy Spirit has gifted you with Christ’s perfect emotional character by uniting you spiritually to Jesus.  Do not hide from Him like Adam, but go to Him with your anxiety and grief .  He has experienced every grief and bitter circumstance yet without sin.  
Jesus experienced this temptation in order to instruct us.  Our Minds 
(what we think)
Romans 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.   2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

God gave His image bearers a will to want things, a heart to feel things and a mind to think and know things.  The perfection of our image was tarnished and defaced by Satan and the fall.  All subsequent generations were fallen and God’s image severely compromised.  Christ, the second Adam was a man in the perfect image of God.  

Rom. 5:17-18 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.  18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 
Through Spiritual Union with Christ God gives us a new mind.  But we are not God.  We can know and learn, but we do not know all things.  Like our human wills and emotions, our minds were sullied and stained by sin.  But God is restoring the image of God in the sons and daughters of Christ.  We are being transformed by The Holy Spirit into the image of Christ.  The godless, and unsaved have no possibility of this happening.  But you are united to Christ and He urges us to let Him transform us.  The Word of God is the vehicle of that transformation.  Paul calls Scripture “the things of the Spirit of God.”
1 Cor. 2:14-16  But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.  16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ. 
Again, the fact that you want to know and follow God furnishes evidence of the Mind of Christ in you.  Were it not for that you would not care about it at all.  The fact that we struggle only proves that God has in fact given us a new will, a new heart and a new mind.   The same Jesus who conquered death and hell can easily conquer our besetting sins.  Anxiety, un-forgiveness, bitterness, anger, addiction and fear are all the same to Christ.  He has already delivered you from penalty.  But sin still seeks power over us  because we are fallen and broken sinners living in a broken world.  But, because of our union with Christ we will one day be delivered from sins power and its presence as well.   

Scripture describes three powerful enemies seeking to stop our transformation. 
The World System  [“The World”]

The word “world” here is “cosmos.”  It means “the world order.”  It describes the “way of life” of men who hate God.   Lie if it helps you.  Cheat and steal if you can get away with it. Go along to get along!  God is not a factor in how you live.  Eat bugs, give up your personal property and money. Abort your children and above all else… save mother earth who is you only hope.  In other words, The Earth is God.  God says to choose Him over the world.  You absolutely cannot love both.  What the world teaches, believes and loves is the polar opposite of what God teaches, believes and loves.  Therefore….   

1 John 2:15-16  15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
Fallen Humanity  [“The flesh”]

This is the person we wake up with every morning and see in the mirror.  You and God are the only ones who truly know you and you…not so much.  It has been said that “We are our own worst enemy.”  This is the Flesh!  The Flesh is bent on living independently of God.  It can be tamed by the Spirit of God but not destroyed in this life.  We need to recognize it for what it is and constantly submit ourselves to God and His Word because, 
Prov. 16:25 There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. 
Romans 8:5-9   5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,  7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,  8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

· Satan Himself [“The Devil”]

Of the three enemies of your soul, Satan is the most dangerous.  The others are godless but mindless forces, while Satan is smart and powerful and you should ask God to protect you from his schemes, thoughts and tricks.  When Peter says, “be sober” it means “be vigilant!” 
1 Peter 5:8   8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

· “The World” appeals to our sinful human nature. [lust of the eyes, lust of flesh, the pride of life].  

· Satan works tirelessly to persuade us that this world can satisfy our wants, our hearts and our minds!”  It cannot.    
· The fallen human nature (the Flesh) always loves what it believe will satisfy it.  
The lie of Satan worked for Eve in the garden and it still works today. It all comes down to whether or not we believe this lie.   

Next time we will see the primary ways in which we are seduced by sin.  To lie, to cheat, to steal, to hate, to lust, to take revenge are what we imagine when we think of sin. Jesus, was tempted by things we would never consider sin.  He was enticed to ….
· Provide for His own needs.

· Obligate God to provide for His needs .

· Take the easy way to obtain something immediately that God promised to give later. 

CONCLUSION:  Now that we know a little about how Satan  has successfully used our fallen natures and His world system against us, Scripture will show us how Jesus responded to Satan’s age old attacks.  
Jesus is The Holy God and could not and did not sin.  But His temptation shows clearly how Satan attacks us and the correct way to respond to those attacks.  Ezekiel foresaw the day when Christ would come for His children and by His power alone God would transform us.  It is not yours to do, but God can and will transform you until you are like Christ Jesus. 
Ezek. 36:25-27  "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 
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