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Introduction: To each Church Christ reveals a morsel of His Glory,  A full revelation would kill us.  Even a muted one might cause us to just curl up and hide.   In real life, Christ reveals certain things about His character and nature that he wants to conform us to.   To Ephesus He shows Himself as the center of all His churches.  He is the center of their lives and love.  To Smyrna He is the conqueror of death and suffering.  He was dead, but is alive.  To Pergamum He is the one who wields the power of His Word.  Believers can and must trust His words and not the words of false and godless teachers. 

To Thyatira Jesus displays two of His Divine attributes….His Omniscience and His Holiness.  He knows everything about them and He is intent on purifying them.  

Thyatira has a lot of Christ’s dear children, but she has been infested with teaching that endangers their souls.  Jesus is about to go to war with it,  but consider this…. it is a danger to every Christian and every church.  Let’s look at them together. 

Revelation 2:18-29  18 "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19 'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first.  20 'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  21 'I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality.  22 'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  23 'And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.  24 'But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them-- I place no other burden on you.  25 'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come.  26 'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;  27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father;  28 and I will give him the morning star.  29 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'

Jesus is calling His church in every age away from the world and to Himself.  Why?  Why can’t churches be more accommodating to the world and its way of thinking and acting?  
First and foremost, the church belongs to Jesus and not the world.  If God had wanted it to be like the world, He would have given it to the world, but He gave the bride to Christ His Son.  This is a pervasive mis-understanding of the church in our day. 
Let me try to illustrate:  Why will a man or a woman not permit their spouse to openly or secretly be in a relationship with someone else?  Because they pledged their faithfulness to them.  Even unbelievers expect it to be a complete faithfulness.  Should God expect anything less from His bride?  Should we who are faithful to our spouses on earth offer something less to God?  

Secondly: Sin is energized by the “God of the world” and he is intent on seducing Christ’s bride.  If you think you can dabble in the world and apply the world’s attitudes to your spiritual life with Christ, you are in danger and coming under Satan’s power.   
We are called to a two pronged vigilance as believers.  We are to know and nurture our intimate love for Christ.  Like a mother with a newborn life….it cannot be taken for granted and it must be strengthened and nurtured.  At the same time we are to identify and defeat anything or one who threatens our intimate love for Christ.  Thyatira was lacking entirely in this second area. 
Jesus sends a message to a real church in a real town, but it resounds down through the ages.  Satan threatens to steal the hearts of Christ’s children and he brazenly sends men, and in this case a women, right into the congregation to do it.  Just like any faithful marriage, Christ calls you and me to love Him with an undivided heart. 
· Resist the temptation to complacency. [18-19]

· Recognize the enemies of your Love for Christ. [20-23]

· Reject all that competes with your Love for Christ. [22-23]

· Reinforce your undivided heart toward Him. [24-29]

Resist the temptation to complacency. [18-19]

Revelation 2:18-19   18 "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19 'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first.

The Church in Thyatira:  The city of Thyatira was the smallest of the seven cities in Christ’s letters.  It had no political importance, but it was an important trading city.

The Romans took it in 190 BC and from that time on they enjoyed the protection of Rome and the prosperity that went along with it. Thyatira was a colony of Philippi where Paul met Lydia a native of Thyatira. [Acts 16:11-15]
Thyatira did have religious worship but more significantly she exerted a strong peer pressure to join in the trade guilds of the day. These were like unions and membership was required to hold a job or have a business.  

Each guild had its own mascot deity.  They held regular feasts and worship of these “gods” which included sexual immorality and sacrifices.  It was classic pagan worship and was forbidden to worshippers of the true God.  

The Son of God:  This signature is calculated to produce fear.  Jesus does not call Himself by His humble earthly name, “The Son of Man,”  but as Son of the Living God. 
John 5:21-22   21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.  22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,

Who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze:  When Jesus appears in Revelation 19 in judgment, He looks just like this.  
Revelation 19:12-15  12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads [with his burning feet] the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.

I know your deeds:  Literally…..”I see your works.”   Deeds can be either bad or good.  Christ’s purifying work causes men to be zealous for good works.  God works never make men pure before God.  Christ is the cause behind all deeds God calls “good.  There were true believers in the church at Thyatira.   
Titus 2:13-14  13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 
Your love and faith and service and perseverance:  Thyatira was commended for the love Ephesus lacked, was strong in the faith that Pergamum was losing and shared perseverance with Smyrna.  However, they had become complacent and contented.  
Your deeds of late are greater than at first:   Even believers who love and trust Christ  can fall into the snare of  doing and serving that they do not stop to think why they do and serve.  When they have moments of doubt,  they just do more works of service.  
Ill:  It is easy for wives who truly love their husbands to fill up every waking moment of their lives with something else.  Cleaning, cooking and child care are virtuous, but they can and do cut off the air supply of intimacy.  There is a reason why marriage is a metaphor in Scripture for Christ and the church.  A wife or a husband can get so busy with service and deeds that they forget the reason for doing any of them.  

Here Jesus is calling for your undivided devotion.  Satan, through the means of the world seeks to seduce you away from Him.  Jesus is not giving you something else to oppose or speak against here.  He is warning of an enemy within that defiles our pure affection for and trust in Christ.   
Recognize the enemies of your Love for Christ. [20-23]

Revelation 2:20-23   20 'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  21 'I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality.  22 'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  23 'And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.

But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman:  At Thyatira Satan was attacking from several directions.  First of all, he had convinced them, like he has much of the church today, that tolerance always equals love.  This is a lie, but it requires knowledge and reason to discern when tolerance is good or bad.  First the Good:
Ephesians 4:1-2  Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,  2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 

Here God speaks of our weaknesses and character flaws.  The way we let one another down or mis-understand one another.  The way we forget things because of our self-centeredness.  He concludes by explaining how and why God wants us to be tolerant of one another in these areas. 
Ephesians 4:32  32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

There are also grey areas where we sincerely disagree.  What we may or may not drink or eat.  Music or dress or hair or just about anything not explicitly commanded in the Bible.  The command in these cases is tolerance: 
Romans 14:1-3  Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.  2 One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only.  3 The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him.

This is the “Tolerance” God requires in His church, but it absolutely does not extend to anything or anyone who seeks to defile Christ’s bride or blind her to His Glory.  
Why is God intolerant of “Jezebel” when He has been so tolerant of us in our sin?  Because the Glory of Christ is displayed in your salvation. Creation sees His glorious grace and exalts Him. 
Ephesians 1:5-8   5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. 
The evil teaching of Satan works to obscure Christ Glory, which is intolerable to God and should be intolerable to His Church, the recipients of His Glory revealed.  God’s purpose for your life are Christlikeness and that is realized by holiness.

Ephesians 1:4  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him.

1 Thessalonians 4:3  3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;  
“If it is God’s purpose to make us holy, Satan is resolved to frustrate it.  He is seeking ceaselessly to entice both believer and church into sin.  If the monster from the sea fails to crush the church by force, and the monster from the earth to pervert its testimony by error, then the Babylonian harlot may succeed in seducing it by her loathsome charms.  To drop the vivid imagery of Revelation…if the devil cannot destroy the church by persecution or heresy, he will try to corrupt it with evil.  Such at least was the dragon’s strategy in Thyatira.”  John Stott
Jezebel, Who calls herself a prophetess:  This was a real woman in a real church in a real town.  Balaam was not really in Pergamum, but what he taught was.  Likewise this woman is a first century “Jezebel” and there have been plenty of them since.  The original Jezebel was the wife of the most wicked, and weak willed king to ever live.  
1 Kings 21:25 Surely there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do evil in the sight of the LORD, because Jezebel his wife incited him.
Marrying  and tolerating Jezebel was actually the worst thing Ahab ever did: 

1 Kings 16:31-33  31 It came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped him.  32 So he erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal which he built in Samaria.  33 Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were before him.

Self-proclaimed prophets do not preach God’s Word.  We have the Bible and Holy Spirit gifted teachers to explain that to us.  No….they tell the church what is “hidden” and “deep.”  “the deep things of Satan, as they call them.” [24]   They read minds and they see and know things that God has withheld from His ordinary folk, the ones that only have the Bible, the Holy Spirit and His Preachers.  False prophets have caused no end of havoc and grief within the church for the past 20 centuries.  And yet….they arise in every generation, lead men and women away from Christ and then vanish like dew on the grass, making way for the next evening’s mist.  Jude spoke about them at length: 
Jude 1:12-21  12 These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted;  13 wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever. ….."Behold, the Lord will come with many thousands of His holy ones,  15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him."  16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.  17 But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,  18 that they were saying to you, "In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts."  19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.  20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,  21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.

She teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols:  Her teaching was responsible for sexual immorality and for pagan acts of worship.  The cult of the original Jezebel believed that the body and the spirit were so divorced from one another that all forms of immorality were of no consequence to the spirit. This teaching may sound bizarre to you,  but I assure you it was and is still common.  The belief that the body is evil and only the spirit is good is called dualism and can lead people astray.  When someone says, “I can enjoy that music or whatever in my flesh,” they are expressing the belief that the spirit of men and the body of men exist separately.  
Have you ever wondered, for instance, how a professing Christian can forsake his or her wedding vows and still actually believe that they are still in good standing with Christ?  They have found a way to believe that something they have done spiritually [pray a prayer, believe a doctrine or join a church] is not impacted by what they do physically. 
Some even go so far as to believe and a practice license to sin.  We are saved by grace and we have license to live as we please. 

Romans 3:8  8 And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as some claim that we say), "Let us do evil that good may come "? Their condemnation is just.

I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality:  I have on several occasions spoken to professing believers who told me that they had no intention of forsaking an immoral or adulterous relationship, because they believed that God was obligated to forgive them OR that it was important to God for them to be happy.  These were people living the “lie” of Jezebel that what you do does not matter to God if you have some sort of deeper knowledge or experience.  Mere mortals and regular Christians just don’t understand.  They are puritan or legalistic or just dull. 
Self proclaimed prophets and evangelists in our day, leave their wives for other women or just cheat.  They commit unspeakable acts of dishonesty and spiritual blaspheme then with very little fanfare and only a few tears [for being caught] then return to teach again within the church.  Jesus is picking a fight with any church that tolerates this kind of spiritual adultery. The church that does not tolerate it, is itself, often the object of intolerance.  
Reject all that competes with your Love for Christ. [22-23]

Revelation 2:20-23   22 'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  23 'And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 
Christ never threatens His children this way in their struggles with personal purity and weakness.  He  is your tender and gracious Savior.  He is at work in you and is well aware of your failures.  
1 John 1:8-9  8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12  as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children,  12 so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.
Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds:   By contrast He is full of judgment for those who seek to steal His children or His bride.  This is a righteous jealousy and retribution.  No church is safe if she permits this to go on within the congregation of Christ’s children.   
I will kill her children with pestilence:  Besides affliction there is promised physical death to those to whom she has given her so called spiritual life and vision.  Thyatira is a real town with a real church with a real false teacher,  BUT the command is for us.  “Be intolerant of Satan’s attempts to infiltrate and defile Christ’s church!” Again….Christ never threatens His own dear children this way.  He is not threatening you, but warning you how serious this is.  Because cowardice is masquerading as “loving tolerance”  in the church Christ acts unilaterally.  It is far worse to be a false teacher in the church than a lost sinner outside it.  

Matthew 18:6-7   6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.  7 "Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes!  
And all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts:  Jesus is the lover of our soul, but He is all knowing God the Son.  Churches are supposed to fear God because our inner being is open and laid bare before Him.  When we truly believe this we will fear God.  Jesus wants all men to fear Him this way
Matthew 10:28  28 "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Thyatira vanished as a church after embracing the Montanist heresy of extra biblical prophecy and revelation. She feared and honored the word of men more than God. 
Revelation 2:24-25   24 'But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them-- I place no other burden on you. 25 'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come.  

Believers are not rewarded for being good enough….there are none righteous.  They are not rewarded for having perfect doctrine…..”who has known the mind of God.”  They are rewarded for holding onto Christ.  Trusting Christ.  They have known and embraced the centrality, sufficiency and supremacy of Jesus Christ in all things.  
Reinforce your undivided heart toward Him. [24-29]

Revelation 2:25-29     26 'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;  27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father;  28 and I will give him the morning star.  
He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end:  Overcoming is done by Christ.  When we are given spiritual life by Christ [Born of God] we become alive with Eternal, Godlike life.  Mortal earthly life cannot kill it and because we are in union with Christ. Neither can this world and its tin god overcome it.  Overcoming is accomplished by Christ and we are joined to Christ.  This is “he who overcomes.”
1 John 5:4-5  4 For whoever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith.  5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS….. as I also have received authority from My Father:  Because Christ has authority over the nations and you are joined to Christ.  

And I will give him the morning star:  Is Christ your desire, or is it just His gifts, or His heaven or His name?  What gift is given to those who forsake Satan’s seduction and lies?
Revelation 22:16   16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."

“Faithful Christians who have repudiated the standards of the world, controlled the desires of their fallen nature, and resisted the allurements of the devil will gain this bright morning stare.  Rejecting Jezebel, they will receive Christ.  They will be permitted to share not only in his authority but also in His glory.  They will not only rule the nations, but also serve the Lord of the nations.  Refusing to dive into the depths of Satan, they will fathom the depths of Christ.  Turning their backs on the darkness of sin, they will see the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  Christian  Overcomers, however great their renunciations may have been on earth in the battle for holiness, will with this star, this Christ remain absolutely and eternally content.”  John Stott
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