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Introduction:  When Peter wrote his letter for Christians in Pergamum to read, he started it out this way:
1 Peter 1:1-2  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen  2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.

Similarly, Paul called the Ephesians in from homelessness and into Christ’s family.  
Ephesians 2:19   19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,

Writing to the Philippians, he reminds them of their true homeland: 

Philippians 3:20-21   20 …..our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

In Revelation, Jesus picks up this same theme.  The Church is living behind enemy lines.  It is in a battle with the world under Satan’s dominion.  Knowing this grants us rest in a world gone mad with immorality, injustice and hatred of the truth.  

Revelation 2:12-17   12 "And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this:  13 'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.  14 'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.  15 'So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  16 'Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth.  17 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.'

In Pergamum God has raised up a church of people who belong to Christ.  They are not welcome there and are not at home there.  This reality reaches to every church in every place and age.  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”   The message is one of comfort, warning and instruction.  
· We are not forsaken in the world  [12-14]

· We are not to assimilate the world [15]

· We are Christ’s and He will purify His Bride  [16]
· We are Christ’s and He will care for and posses His Bride [17]

We are not forsaken in the world  [12-14] 
Revelation 2:12-13  12 "And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this:  13 'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.

To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:  Pergamum, 55 miles due north of Smyrna was in a fertile and well-watered valley.  It was the official capitol of the province. 

“The acropolis of Pergamum crowned a steep hill that rose 1,000 feet above the plain.  Near the summit stood an immense alter to Zeus, erected by Eumenes II to commemorate the victory won by his father over the Gauls; and at a short distance from this alter there was an elegant temple of Athena”


(Westminster Dictionary of the Bible)

Pergamum was a center of spiritual healing with a strongly developed “cult of Rome and Caesar.” In 29 BC Pergamum built a temple in honor of Augustus,  the first temple ever built in honor of a living Caesar. “Emperor Worship” was more pervasive here than in any other city in Asia.  Antipas [2:13] was probably put to death for refusing to participate in it. 

Pergamum had the second largest library in the ancient world with 200,000 volumes.  When the city tried to lure away the librarian of Alexandria the Egyptians found out and prohibited the export of Papyrus to Pergamum.  Pergamum responded by developing parchment to continue the expansion of their library.  The word “parchment” derives from a form of the word “Pergamum,”  in fact, modern Italian uses the word “Pergamum” to describe parchment. 

All of this is to say that Pergamum was a center of “human” and “humanistic” activity.  They were accomplished and proud and had intellectual prowess.  They excelled in architecture, medicine and contemporary religion.  They were “worldly” by almost any definition. 

The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this:   The pre-existent Christ has previously spoken about himself this way in Isaiah. 
Isaiah 49:2   2 He has made My mouth like a sharp sword, In the shadow of His hand He has concealed Me; And He has also made Me a select arrow, He has hidden Me in His quiver.

When Jesus speaks He speaks God’s Word.  They two are, in fact one and the same.  

Revelation 19:13  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.

I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is:  Jesus knows His church is living in Satan’s world.  He has not forgotten us and He has not gotten busy with something else.  He is fully aware of your circumstances.  They have purpose for Him and they bring Him glory.  This is how:   God sustains His church in Satan’s world against all odds. 
2 Corinthians 4:4  ……the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Ephesians 2:1-2  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

You hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith:   We are often tempted to say, “what’s the use?  I have tried to be faithful and my circumstances are still difficult.  What else does God want from me?”   If you are clinging to Christ,  you are already doing what God wants from you.  Trusting only in Him,
Even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you:   Jesus names this one man who was killed for faithfulness.  For most it was an ongoing struggle with the Satanic, worldly culture of their day.  We have a Satanic, worldly culture in our day.  Some of you bemoan and grieve that it is what it is…..but your Christ is Sovereign over it.  Sovereign over government and anti-Christian entertainment and education.  Look in your inner man to Christ not this world.  
Psalm 73:1-28  …….Surely God is good to Israel, To those who are pure in heart!  2 But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling, My steps had almost slipped.  3 For I was envious of the arrogant As I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  4 For there are no pains in their death, And their body is fat.  5 They are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like mankind.  6 Therefore pride is their necklace; The garment of violence covers them…..11 They say, "How does God know? And is there knowledge with the Most High?"  12 Behold, these are the wicked; And always at ease, they have increased in wealth.  

13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence;  14 For I have been stricken all day long And chastened every morning…. 16 When I pondered to understand this, It was troublesome in my sight  

17 Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end.  18 Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction.  19 How they are destroyed in a moment! They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors!..... 21 When my heart was embittered And I was pierced within,  22 Then I was senseless and ignorant; I was like a beast before You.  23 Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of my right hand.  24 With Your counsel You will guide me, And afterward receive me to glory.  25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.  26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever…...  I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, That I may tell of all Your works.
We are not to assimilate the world [14-15] 
Revelation 2:14-15   14 'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.  15 'So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.
But I have a few things against you:  Because Christ is supremely sufficient it is a supreme offense to find fulfillment in Satan’s world.  Many believer do exactly this.  Satan tempts us with this common error;  “God overlooks sin when we come to Christ.”  But nothing could be further from the truth!  God is incapable of overlooking sin.  If He could He would not be righteous.  He would not be just when men can steal, kill and torture one another and then just go freely into heaven as if nothing happened. When the church teaches this she is not teaching the gospel.  If you believe this you are not believing the gospel.  
Jesus did not overlook your sin, but paid for your sin.  That is a vastly different thing.  He satisfied the justice of God on your behalf.  Only those who come to Him, trusting Him only and putting no confidence whatsoever in their own righteousness….only those who trust Christ this way have their sins forgiven by Christ. This is the beginning of our transformation into Christlikeness. If we then seek satisfaction from Satan’s world we offend The Lord of the Church….our Lord and Savior.  
You have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam:  Balaam was a false prophet hired by King Balak to curse Israel.  Each time Balaam tried to fulfill his mission so he could receive his pay, a blessing came out of his mouth instead of the intended curse.  In desperation, Balaam came up with the plan that bears his mark today.  He conspired with Balak to use the Moabite women to entice the men of Israel to immorality and the idolatry. 

Numbers 25:1-3  While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women,  2 who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The people ate and bowed down before these gods.  3 So Israel joined in worshiping the Baal of Peor. And the LORD's anger burned against them. Numbers 31:16   16 "Behold, these caused the sons of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, so the plague was among the congregation of the LORD.
Jude says such men do not fear God or love Christ.  They have always infiltrated the church and work for money and not for The Love of Christ.  It is not surprising for them to be in any church….in fact,  it is surprising when they are not.  
Jude 1:10-11…. These men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand;…. Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam's error; 
Who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality: Peter described how they stumble the church.  

2 Peter 2:12-20   12 But these men blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like beasts they too will perish.  13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you.  14 With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed-- an accursed brood!  15 They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness.  
Christ commands His Church to stand out by standing against Satan’s thoughts and deeds and the men who promote them.  Such false teachers prefer money and the pleasures it can purchase to Christ’s Glory in the world.
You also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans:  These guys were the New Testament version of Balaam.  Peter and Jude [above] were both probably referring to these people.  Clement of Alexandria described Nicolaitans like this: “they abandon themselves to pleasure like goats…leading a life of self-indulgence.” 
We are Christ’s and He will purify His Bride  [16] 
Revelation 2:16  16 'Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth.
'Therefore repent:  Why the therefore?  Because Christ is all knowing.  [His eyes shoot fire and examine the hearts of every member of His Church]  Because Christ is all powerful and will not tolerate His true believers embracing the world,  we should change our minds about making nice with false teachers who pervade the church in our day.   
Or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth:  Christ has left His church in the world to confront and convert the world and not to cavort with the world.  The church that does not stand out for Christ brings Him no Glory.  Instead they offer the emaciated evangelical Christ who will not judge, does not require justice and therefore cannot save. 
Unless you repent, you will have Christ Himself as an enemy.  Do you mean to tell me that the whole church will face the anger of God because of the sins of a few?  YES! But, it is not because of the sins of a few, but because it condones the sins of a few.  

Bible teacher Richard Trench says:  “When God has a controversy with a church or with a people, tribulation reaches all, however the judgment may be only for His foes. The gold and the dross are cast alike into the furnace, the dross to be consumed in it, the gold to come out from it purer than before.  There may be, there assuredly will be, on the part of the faithful, a separation from the sin, but there is seldom a separation from the suffering of such a time.  This suffering searches out all.  It is well that it should be so; that there should be nothing in the usual course of God’s judgments to flatter in any,  the selfish hope of avoiding a share in the woe.”

Why is the church afraid to confront false teaching that does not exalt Christ?  Because:

· Our own lives are not perfect [learn a lesson here and don’t be a hypocrite]
· We will lose people we care about  [Peter….do you love me more than these?]
· We will be accused of being unloving and intolerant 
· Those, not part of the confrontation will “take up an offense” and leave 
· We will lose the ability to pay our bills and do ministry
· We might even be thrown out of the church we love
But The Lord of the Church….Jesus…. speaks to us all with simplicity: 
Revelation 2:17a   He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
We are Christ’s who alone provides for and possess His Bride [17] 
Revelation 2:17b   To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.'
To him who overcomes: But what if we cannot overcome?  What if we are just too weak and not good enough or wise enough or righteous enough?  Here is a verse that everyone of you should mark down and consider memorizing.  How to overcome! 
1 John 5:3-5  3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.  4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith.  5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

So you see, it is not your works, your righteousness or your power that overcomes the world.  It is Christ’s that does that and you are bound to Christ.  You and I are in life giving and life transforming union with Christ.   Do not trust in your own knowledge, righteousness or strength.  Trust Christ by doing what He says.  The outcome is up to Him.  

I will give some of the hidden manna:  Manna was food for Israel when there was nothing else to eat.  It was so sufficient that they had no need of anything else for nourishment. It was a shadow of Christ who alone will satisfy your deepest hunger.   Christ, The Lord of the Church satisfies and nourishes His people in every way. 
John 6:31-35   31 "Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'HE GAVE THEM BREAD OUT OF HEAVEN TO EAT.'"  32 Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven.  33 "For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world."  34 Then they said to Him, "Lord, always give us this bread."  35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.
I will give him a white stone:  The victors at athletic competitions were given a white stone with the winner’s name on it.  It served as a kind of ticket and was called a “tessera” by the Romans.  To this day the Italian word for “pass” is “tessera”.  It allows the holder, entrance without payment, the price having already been paid.  I don’t know if you have ever had anything like this, but they are really fun and you feel very special and empowered.  They are like season tickets to your favorite sport and more significantly, they were a gift to  you. 

And a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it: Instead of your name, this stone has “a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.”  When Christ gives you this pass into the splendors of heaven and all that it holds, it will have a new and different name on it.  The Greek word means “qualitatively new or different”. It will not be a name like Paul or John or Jennifer.  It will be a name that no one else will be able to know or even guess because there has never been a name like it before.  It is a name “known only to him who receives it.”  
John 10:1-3  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber.  2 "But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep.  3 "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
This “new name” was foretold by the prophet Isaiah.
Isaiah 62:1-2  For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, And for Jerusalem's sake I will not keep quiet, Until her righteousness goes forth like brightness, And her salvation like a torch that is burning.  2 The nations will see your righteousness, And all kings your glory; And you will be called by a new name which the mouth of the LORD will designate.
Nor is it only to Pergamum.  To the church at Philadelphia, The Lord of the Church said,  

Revelation 3:12-13  12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.  13 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'
CONCLUSION:  The Lord of the Church sustains her in a foreign land and against all odds so that all creation will see His glory and worship Him alone. Let me ask in closing now four vital questions.  Please…in your heart answer yes or no.  
· Is Christ glorious enough to satisfy you?  
· Can you trust Him to overcome the hostile world in which you live?   
· Has He proven His love for you at the Cross?   
· Do you love Christ more than the gifts He gives you?   
Psalm 89:8-18  8 O LORD God of hosts, who is like You, O mighty LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You.  9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them…… You scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm.  11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have founded them.  12 The north and the south, You have created them; ……13 You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted.  14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You.  15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O LORD, they walk in the light of Your countenance.  16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they are exalted.  17 For You are the glory of their strength…..  18 For our shield belongs to the LORD.
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