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Introduction:  “Don’t go overboard!”  “Don’t get carried away!”  “Keep a level head.”  “Don’t go to extremes!”  “Moderation in all things!”  These and many other saying like them describe the modern pre-occupation with the middle of the road.  The quest for perfect fairness and tolerance gives us  “The undecided voter.”   “The moderate politician.”  The objective observer”  and  “The inoffensive Church. 
Contrast all this with the following teachings of Christ and you will see how far men have drifted from the thinking and desires of God.  

Matthew 6:24   24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

Matthew 10:37-38   37 "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  38 "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.

Matthew 10:32-33  32 "Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.  33 "But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.
There was a church in the first century much like the one in our day.  They esteemed tolerance and moderation.  They sought not to offend.  They wanted to build a bridge to their world and make unbelievers comfortable with Jesus.  Better yet, just make them comfortable…..we will tell them about God and maybe Christ later on.  We just don’t want to offend anyone, but in the process they offend Christ and God to the point of judgment and rejection. Let’s read what Christ Jesus had to say to them: 

Revelation 3:14-22 14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:  15 'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.  16 'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.  17 'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,  18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.  19 'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.  20 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.  21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  22 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"
This church can be found today in any city in America.  Friendship evangelism.  Seeker friendly.  You can have your best life now.  Possibility thinking. 8 steps to a more fulfilling life.  All these have three things in common with Laodicea…..  

· They Desire the World’s Approval  [14-16]
· They Desire the Worlds Wealth [17-19]
· They Desire the World’s Fellowship [20-22]
They Desire the World’s Approval  [14-16] 
Revelation 3:14-16  14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:  15 'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.  16 'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 
To the angel of the church in Laodicea:  Along with Colossae and Hierapolis, Laodicea rested about 100 miles inland from Ephesus and the sea. 

The city enjoyed an almost impregnable position on a high plateau.  It’s one weakness would be its need for water that came through a long aqueduct that could be blocked. 

The city was founded by Antiochus II in 253 B.C. and named after his first wife.  There were at least 20,000 Jews living there at the time of Christ. Laodicea was a strategic banking center.  As such, it was extremely wealthy. The city was also famous for its soft wool that was made into clothing and carpet.  Besides these industries, the city was renowned for a special eye salve that was shipped and sold around the entire world at that time. 

Just as the church at Philadelphia received no criticism from our Lord, this church received no praise.  Apparently, the church in this metropolis of wealth and comfort had nothing at all to merit a commendation from our Lord Jesus. 

Jesus does not identify Himself here by using any symbols from the vision of Chapter One.  Instead he uses some descriptions that are found nowhere else in the New Testament to describe the Savior. 

The Amen:  The word Amen is a transliteration of the Hebrew word meaning “truth” It describes something immovable and unchangeable. Established and dependable.   
The faithful and true Witness:  This expression drives home the picture of Christ as the One who always speaks the truth.  His evaluations of us and of this church in Laodicea are incisively accurate. 

The Beginning of the creation of God:  Jesus declares Himself the ruler or the “beginning” of all creation.  He is not the first created being as some would have us believe, but is the source of creation.  The Greek word “beginning” means “origin” or  even “master and ruler.”  John starts his first gospel with this same word.   

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
Jesus describes Himself this way at the end of Revelation and illustrates it to make its meaning clear: 
Revelation 22:13  13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.

'I know your deeds:  The heart and the love of men is reflected in their deeds.  Men do what they desire to do.  This is a universal reality.  There is nothing in the world that can get you to drink poison freely.  You have to want to do it.  
You are neither cold nor hot:  The deeds of the Laodicean’s were neither hot nor cold.  This is an illustration from their everyday life.  The water of Laodicea arrived in the city in a smelly and filthy state.  They were famous for having bad water.  After traveling for miles underground and in open aqueducts it was neither cold like water from a spring or a river nor was it hot like the mineral springs of Hierapolis.  It was most unappetizing. 

Jesus compares their spiritual state to the dank and depressing condition of their water supply.  Anyone who has ever had to drink nasty water when you needed the refreshment of a cool and pure spring, knows firsthand how disgusting it can be. 

“Some churches make the Lord weep, others make Him angry; the Laodicean church made Him sick.”  John MacArthur.
I wish that you were cold or hot:  If you were cold I could call you to repentance.  If you were hot I could fan that flame into meaningful service, but you have chosen moderation and non-commitment.  You belong to a church and say you have faith, but your works  are saying something else entirely. 
James 2:14-19   14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?   15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? [Deeds without faith]  17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  18 But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  
I will spit you out of My mouth:  The approval of the world will cost you the approval of The Lord of the Church.  Tempering your affirmation of Christ is unforgivable.  Moderation in love for Christ is like adultery.  It is disloyal love and a divided heart.  If Christ is God then serve Him otherwise, just love the world. 

They Desire the Worlds Wealth [17-19] 
Revelation 3:17-19  17 'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,  18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.  19 'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.
Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing:  This because gives the reason for their pathetic works.  They have no passion for Christ and therefore no passionate service because they have found everything they desire in the world.  With the world’s approval also comes its wealth.  Sadly,  this is one of America’s most besetting Christian sins.   In Proverbs thirty, Agur said this, 
Proverbs 30:7-9  7 "Two things I ask of you, O LORD; do not refuse me before I die:  8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread.  9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.  
It is a constant theme of Scripture that the pursuit of the world and its possessions will destroy a man’s love for, and dependent trust on God. 
1 John 2:15-17  15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.  17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

You do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked: The desire for the world causes men to deny or hide their connection with Christ.  The approval of the world becomes the mind altering drug that makes men satisfied without God. 
To be wretched and miserable describes a man under the oppression of wealth.  Wealth is a master not a servant.  It makes you do what it demands in order to acquire it, grow it and maintain it.  

Proverbs 13:7-8   7 One man pretends to be rich, yet has nothing; another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.  8 A man's riches may ransom his life, but a poor man hears no threat.

They were poor because there was nothing excellent about their lives.  They were plastic fruit and fool’s gold.  Men are blind because when they cannot discern their own spiritual state.  If you trust in yourself or your wealth you are in peril.  Everything about Christ is counter intuitive.  He makes the blind see and the seeing blind.  To the lost the world seems permanent and the spiritual unreal, but for Christ’s chosen it is exactly the opposite.  The Laodiceans practiced a Christless Christianity.  They professed faith ant truth but they did not possess the one who is faithful and true
John 9:39-41  9 And Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind."  40 Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and said to Him, "We are not blind too, are we?"  41 Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.

And they are naked [though clothed with fine garments]  because their hearts are like an open book before the Lord.  Their motives and thoughts are all discerned by Him….every single one.  Here God speaks and His Word…..Hebrews says …….

Hebrews 4:12-13   …… is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

I advise you to buy from Me:  Jesus is the sole source in the universe for the riches you need to make it into heaven.  His wealth is sufficient for this world as well, but has infinite and eternal value in the life to come.  And you can all afford it.  God will trade you straight up, for what you have gained by your own righteousness and effort.  This is exactly what Paul means when he says to the Philippians….
Philippians 3:7-8  7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,

Like all of us, they have no money with which to purchase what they so desperately need.  The counsel to buy is purely illustrative.  Jesus is saying, “Invest in something that will actually meet the needs of your soul.  You have gained the world but are poised to lose your own soul.”   And they do not need money at all to obtain what they need.  This is why God gives freely to those who come humbly to Him.   

Isaiah 55:1-3  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.  2 "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.  3 "Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to David.

Gold refined by fire so that you may become rich: They need different currency.  The stuff they had…..and they had a lot of it, was useless.  They were still poor.  Jesus  is the priceless treasure who gives pure, true salvation.  Man is always trying to find some way around the “onlyness” of Christ.  Religion embraces Christ only as part of another system.  Good works, sacraments, self-righteous standing must be included in the mind of the lost.  It is never Jesus Alone.  

Acts 4:12  12   Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

John 14:6  6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  

White garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed:  Throughout the Scripture “white garments” represent purity and salvation.  Because of them we are able to “hide” as it were, our true and pitiful state.  Jesus knows about the wool industry of this wealthy city.  Laodicea was renowned for a “black” wool that was highly sought after.  Christ offers them what they need to cover, not just their sins, but the sinful hearts, minds and motives that drive their deeds.
Philippians 3:8-9  ……that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,

Eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see:  They had eye salve but their blindness remained.  It was a spiritual ignorance of the reality of their hopeless state.   Christ heals the eyes so men can see how near they are to the eternal precipice of death and hell.  Religion without Christ was the religion of the Pharisees.  Jesus warned us to…… 
Matthew 15:14 ….. Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit."

Christ and not Christianity,  is the cure for spiritual darkness and blindness.  He is the light of the world.
Isaiah 42:16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.
Unable to see the truth they wondered in a spiritual fog.  Apart from Christ they are paupers before the righteous Judge of the Universe.  They have no wealth to buy what they need, because the treasure is Jesus Christ Himself and not their profession of Him. 

2 Corinthians 4:5-7   5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;    
They Desire the World’s Fellowship [20-22] 
Revelation 3:20-22   20 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.  21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  22 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"  
Behold, I stand at the door and knock:  This is The Lord of The Church.  It is not so much an invitation for men to receive Christ as it is for professing believers to desire Him.  Do you desire Christ in the inner recesses of your mind and heart.  
If anyone hears My voice and opens the door:  Between Christ and His people stands a door.  It must be opened by us, to be sure, but Christ acts first.  The Church has not chosen Christ but He us.  He initiates the salvation…..notice with me now in verse 20.  He knocks and He calls and we open.   

I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me:  This picture is rich with thought and symbol.  Jesus describes Himself as the “door” into heaven.  It swings open into the safety of the fold.  The Door is Jesus Himself.  
John 10:7   So Jesus said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.

Jesus calls us to knock on that same door that He may meet the deepest needs of our lives. 

Matthew 7:7  7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

Do you see the love and compassion of our Christ still extended to such a wicked and unbelieving church?  The one who calls us to come to Him, seek Him and knock at His door, comes Himself to knock at the door of this pathetic group of deceived professors of faith.  This is the truth of God’s election vividly demonstrated.  Jesus comes for us!  

Not only does He come, but also he beckons from outside the door.  He is calling to lost men.  “It is I.  I laid down my life for your eternal salvation”.  This is how Jesus comes to all men.  Where He is preached He still comes knocking and calling. 

“If we do open the door of our heart to Jesus Christ and let Him in, He will bring an end to our beggary.  He will transform us from paupers into princes.  He will cleanse us and clothe us.  He will eat with us, and we shall eat with Him.  The picture illustrates the shared joys of the Christian life, the reciprocal fellowship which believers have with their Savior.”  John Stott

He who overcomes:  Overcomers trust Christ alone and take Him at His Word.  Christ called the Laodiceans to repentance, dependence and  fellowship with Him.  

1 John 5:4-5   4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

Revelation 2:7   7 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.

Revelation 2:11   11 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.
Revelation 2:17  To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.

Revelation 2:26   26 'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;
Revelation 3:5   5 'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

Revelation 3:12   12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.

I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne:  Those who prefer Christ to the world and trust His Word and Work, shall have Him for all eternity.  He is calling out to an earthly church again in our day.  May He be Central and Supreme in our deeds.  May our worship be of Him and for Him alone.  May our witness be only of Him and for Him.  May He enrich us as He sees fit.  May He clothe us in His righteousness and  heal our eyes so that we may behold Him alone.  
CONCLUSION: Thousands of believers are living behind locked doors.  Self-righteousness and sin have bolted and barred the way for this intimate meal eaten and enjoyed inside the warmth of their own personal abode. They believe that belief is enough.  They have faith in faith. Ritual is its own reward.  
What would He find should He appear at the door of your lives?  Can He enter freely? Is the door barred for fear of what He might discover should He walk immediately in?  What area of your life do you wish Him never to see or to scrutinize?  Invite Him in to that place at this very moment.  
We have come full circle in these seven letters.  Ephesus, did everything right, but shunned the lover of their souls.  Laodicea does everything wrong and yet Jesus still seeks intimacy.  Intimate union with Jesus is the cure for all that ails the church.  Hear His knock, recognize His voice and decide now to lower the barriers of your spirit.  The joy you lack is found in allowing Him free access to your heart and life.  That great surpassing joy germinates in this world even now at this moment, but the harvest will be found on the churches wedding day with her groom.  
Revelation 19:6-9   Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."
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