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Introduction:  The Lord of the Church reveals Himself in the first three chapters of Revelation to call the church in every nation and age to make Him the center of their existence.  
The center of her life, her programs and most of all her heart.  The church was created for the Glory of Christ.  She is His splendid and radiant bride, but a bride without a groom makes for an awkward wedding.   The church is inclined to look at her own splendor and be so dazzled by the gifts showered on her by her groom, that she forgets who she belongs to.  The Church is for the Glory of Christ and she reflects His glory in the world.  
To correct this fatal character flaw, Christ appears to reveal His Glory.  The Lord of the Church is the Bridegroom of this splendid bride.  She is washed by the pure waters of regeneration and is arrayed in clothing that He has provided for her.  The church is a called to love Him supremely again.  BUT,  no one can love someone they have never seen.  And none of these churches had seen Christ.  They like us, are finite and He is infinite.  They are still in the flesh and God is Spirit.  Go commands you to love Him, but you must depend fully on Him to cause it to happen. 
1 Peter 1:8   8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
Love for God and Salvation are bound to one another.  God alone is the source of both  and the one who gives us love for Him.  The earthly means to that end is the exaltation of Christ by preaching of the cross and worship.  
John 12:32-33   32 "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself."  33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die.

Satan resists the preaching of Christ Crucified because it glorifies God in the world and is the means God uses to cause men to love Him.  When the church does not preach Christ Glorified she has essentially done The Devil’s work for him. 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

The Lord of the Church must be supremely known as the Life giver of the Church. 
Revelation 2:8-11  8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this:  9 'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  11 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.'

Smyrna was a beautiful port city 35 miles to the north of Ephesus.   It was home to the temple to Tiberius Caesar  and became the center of Emperor worship in Asia.  BUT…..Christians proclaimed Jesus as “Lord of all!”  The Lordship of Christ is always a lightening rod, because it exalts Jesus as The Sovereign God over all creation and defines the glory of man properly as only reflected glory of the image of God. 

Like Ephesus Smyrna has been a faithful church, but unlike Ephesus she has remained tender toward her Lord.  Polycarp was one young man in Smyrna when Jesus sent this letter.  He was a disciple of Christ under John.  One reliable source says that John himself ordained Polycarp as the teaching elder at Smyrna.  Rome was unleashing bitter attacks against the Christians for what they called “atheism.”  Believers would not worship the god of Rome, the emperor!  These persecutions continued for decades until Polycarp was finally arrested on the charge of being a Christian.  
In spite of the cries of the  angry mob, the Roman proconsul took pity on this poor old man and urged Polycarp to proclaim, "Caesar is Lord" and offer a small pinch of incense he would escape torture and death. To this Polycarp responded, "Eighty-six years I have served Christ, and He never did me any wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?"  He refused to diminish the light of His Glory and was burned alive on February 23, 156.  He was nearly a hundred years old and had loved Christ since 70 AD.”  

The Lord always has battered saints in this world.  To them he does not issue a call to renew or repent, but to rest.   
· Christ the source of all life [8, 11]

· Christ the source of Provision in this world [9]

· Christ the source of Hope in Tribulation [10]

· Christ the source of Eternal Reward [8]

Christ the source of all  life [8, 11]

Revelation 2:8  8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this:

Jesus is the Creator God.  The Christ who died for you on the Cross is the Living God.  This reality is never more vital than when you are facing trials.  
Jesus makes it a point to remind each of His beloved churches about some aspect of His Glory.  Glory is, “what God is.”  God does not need to make Himself Glorious.  He is Glorious.  What men need is to see and to know God.  God is glorified when He is known and seen and worshiped.  
It is tempting to think that God is glorified by our good behavior.  Our righteousness.  I recently heard a world renowned evangelist say that we should love our wives to set a good example so that men would listen to us when we tell them about Christ.  This is not the correct reason.  We should love our wives for the reasons God says….
Ephesians 5:25-32   25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. [The Message]  28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself;  29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,  30 because we are members of His body.  31 FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. [The Means]  32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.  Elaborate for 2 minutes!
The first and the last:  The Lord of the Church Gloriously worthy to be loved and served.  He is the Living God.  He is the uncaused, cause of all things.  He is the A to Z of life.  

Isaiah 40:28-31  28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.  29 He gives strength to the weary, And to him who lacks might He increases power.  30 Though youths grow weary and tired, And vigorous young men stumble badly,  31 Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary.

Who was dead: The Gospel message about Christ is simple.  Christ died in your place to satisfy the justice of God that you deserved.  Christ rose again to satisfy the justice of God that a righteous man should not die unjustly.  
Romans 3:23-28   23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;  26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith.  28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.

· Fall short of the glory of God:  Men are not like God and being the best you can be is not good enough.  Glory is who God is.  We are hopeless in that pursuit…..not just a few pennies short of a dollar.  God is who He is and we are who we are…..Lost and dead in our trespasses and our sins.
· Being justified as a gift by His grace:  It is not grace if you contribute.  God does not reach down and pull you the last few feet up.  He sends His Son all the way into the mire of wretched humanity to die like a slave and a criminal at the hands of sinners.  He pays the proper price for a human being…. another human being…. only this one with no sins of His own….only yours to bear. 
· Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood:  Christ was humiliated publicly for your sins and mine.  Men try to hide their own sins from one another and from God.  Why?  Because they are humiliating. Christ was humiliated publicly by our sin.  

· So that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus:  This was and still is the only way that a just God can justify you.  His justice must be satisfied.  Christ paid so that the Father could justify you.  If you believe that some point of doctrine or prayer or religion is going to get you to God, you are a million miles from Heaven.  

And has come to life:  The Creator of Life has total power over your death. His resurrection is the proof you need to have peace in your present difficulties.  
John 10:17-18  17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."

John 11:25   25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 
Christ the source of provision in this world [9] 
Revelation 2:9   9 'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

He is watching you.  He sees you when you suffer.  His eyes that shoot flame also see your anguished heart and apply comfort. 

Hebrews 7:25  25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

I know your tribulation:  Have you ever felt like the circumstances of life are closing in on you?  It could be health, finances, relationships.  The pressure just weighs on you night and day.  This is the meaning of the word “tribulation.” 
Why does our all powerful God allow things to pressure us this way?   So that you will trust Him alone so that He is Glorified by sustaining us.  This was even true of Jesus. 
1 Peter 2:22-23  22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;

So that you will love Him more than yourself.  Tribulation is how such things go from theory to reality.  When a woman marries a man he promises to cherish her in sickness and in health, but she won’t know for sure until he actually does it.  In the same way, when we come to Christ we believe that He loves us, but we will not know for sure until Satan and sin seek to break us and separate us from His love and tender care. 
Romans 8:35-37  35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.

So that you will NOT FALL SHORT of the Glory of God, but live and bask in it. To be satisfied with Him alone even if He never gives you anything else you want. 

2 Peter 1:3-4   3 ……His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
I know your poverty:  Yes the world has a way of making us feel poor.  They pursue wealth by any means and prosper.  Through injustice they steal from us and others.  A big part of tribulation pressure is the loss of this world’s goods.   Satan loves to steal the property of those he comes against.  

Job 1:9-11   9 Then Satan answered the LORD, "Does Job fear God for nothing?  10 "Have You not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  11 "But put forth Your hand now and touch all that he has; he will surely curse You to Your face."

God allows financial loss so that we will be provided for by Him alone and not this world.  It fits you for heaven to know that it is not this world’s goods, but Him.  Job knew what we all need to remember.
Job 1:21   "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD."
Do not chafe under pressure and loss, by questioning  God’s goodness or Sovereignty in tribulation.   To know if you love Christ only for His gifts ask yourself:  “How do I react to the pressures of this world that my Sovereign Savior sends?    
Many of you will be able to identify with this:   When Ginny and I were married,  I had a used car and $190.00.  I was pretty sure that she did not love me for my treasures.  
Christ’s bride does not love Him only for what he gives her, but sees Him as gloriously worthy to be loved for who He is.  He Himself is our treasure.  Our affliction reveals The Glory of Christ.  If you want your life to glorify Christ then you will have tribulation:  

2 Corinthians 4:7-11   7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;  8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing;  9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;  10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  11 For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

(but you are rich):  What a contrast to His evaluation of the church at Laodicea: 

Revelation 3:17   17 'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,
God makes us rich in the currency of His Kingdom.  Our true wealth is eternal not physical.
Matthew 16:25-26   25 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  26 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  

2 Corinthians 8:9   9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.
The blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan:  In the beginning of the church, the Romans considered them a subset of Judaism. Ironically, the Romans had a better understanding of this than the Jews. Jesus was the fulfillment of Judaism.  He was their Messiah, their King and their priest.  But….He was also the Savior of the whole world.  It was always God’s intention to save the Gentiles and include them into His redeemed.  He just chose to do it through the earthly line of the Jewish people.  Israel alone, was not glorious enough for the Son of the Living God. 

Isaiah 49:5-6  5 And now says the LORD, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the LORD, And My God is My strength),  6 He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth." 

The Jews who spurned Christ were exempt from Caesar worship.  In their hatred they were the instigators of a great deal of the persecution against believers.  They went to Roman officials and told them in no uncertain terms [this is the blasphemy or slander] that the Christians were not a part of Judaism and were therefore idolaters for not burning incense to Caesar, when they believed that it was idolatry TO BURN INSENSE TO CAESAR. 
Christ the source of Hope in Tribulation [10a] 
Revelation 2:10a  10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. 
Do not fear what you are about to suffer: Satan is the inventor of terrorism.  Most of what we fear, never comes to pass and yet we will live under the cloud of fear our entire life.  
Don’t fear because,  He is the God of Creation and its Sovereign ruler.  He has paid the payment of death and has destroyed the power of death.  He has loved you and you are His.  He sees you and knows you.  He knows your tribulations.  But  fear is weakened and wounded mortally by the preaching of our Lord Jesus, The Lord of The Church.  
1 Peter 3:14-15  4 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED,  15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts,
The devil is about to cast some of you into prison:   Satan is the ultimate evil in creation so why  would God give him access to us…..if He is Sovereign over all things?  To show again that His power and presence trumps all the world and Satan possesses. Christ’s presence is not even limited by a prison wall: 

Acts 16
25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose. 

So that you will be tested: When a man builds a chair he tests it to see if it will hold his weight.  God does not need to know if you will be faithful to Him, BUT….you need to know that He will be faithful to you. 
Luke 22:31-32   31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat;  32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."  
You will have tribulation for ten days:  This is a specific warning to a specific church.  It is given by the all knowing and all powerful Lord of the Church who is letting them know that trials are temporary.  Tribulation, like everything else in life…..comes to an end, but Jesus, The Lord of the Church…..Your Lord and Savior endures forever….
Revelation 1:8   8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."   

Christ the source of Eternal Life [10b] 
Revelation 2:10b   Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Be faithful until death:  The specific trial they are about to face is temporary.  This is true of our trial on this earth.  God now gives us the way to think about them.  With faith.  He can call us to faithful, because God is faithful to us.  Because God is Sovereign and also compassionate to His people.  
This is not a call to die!  It is not some sort of Jihad for Christians!  It is not implying that our trials will lead to our death, because Christ already said that our trials have an expiration date.  It is simply how you should live out the rest of your life.  “Until death” means “the rest of your life,”  regardless of the circumstances of it.  
“Faithful” means trusting the Lord of the Church.  Loving the Lord of the Church and Living in and for The Lord of the Church. 
I will give you the crown of life:  Life on earth is temporary for all men.  Most cling to it as if its wealth and satisfaction would fulfill them.  It never does.  Christ calls His people to see their trials for what they are….temporary.  And, to see His rewards for what they are…..Eternal Life with Him. Jude’s inspired words seem to sum this up well: 
Jude 1:20-25   20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,  21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting;  23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.  24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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