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Introduction:  If there is any one place where we can have complete privacy it is inside our own head…right?  There you can use your imagination and think what you want about people and things.  You can appear to be one way, while harboring in your inner person distrust of God and unrepentant sin.  It is when we subconsciously take the  next step that we are in most danger!  That is….when we begin to imagine that the outward appearance of our lives is the reality of who we are.  In other words…..how I appear to be is who I actually am.   Active church and bible study attendance.  Teaching a class. Helping with youth or VBS meetings.  Playing music or singing. Christian activism and boycotting.  Christian or home schooling your children……there are so many deeds that individuals do, but The Lord of the Church will pronounce them dead or alive.   
This fatal error characterized the church in Sardis.  And, it is ongoing in our day.  They had believed their own press.  They were growing.  They had talent and money.  They were spoken well of in the community as the place where things were happening.  They were meeting the felt needs of people and they had lots of programs and activities.  They had a good reputation for being alive, but The Lord of The Church is going to pronounce them “dead” in spite of all the apparent signs of life.  
Let’s pray:  Lord don’t let this be us, please.  Don’t let us imagine ourselves alive because of the flurry of activity in our life.  As a body of believers don’t let us equate more activity with life.  Now….open the eyes of our heart to your judgment Lord.  Let us see and embrace your definition of life.  Protect us from self-deception and strip away our blinders.  Wake us Lord and revive us from within…..where life begins and is sustained.  For Your Glory, AMEN
Revelation 3:1-6  "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.  2 'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God.  3 'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.  4 'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.  5 'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.  6 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'

Why am I preaching this sermon: Every Church and believer needs to know the source of life and be sustained by it.  Nothing that either do brings life.  In fact, Jesus implies strongly here that our deeds are not even a sign of life.  Men can fake their deeds.  They can persuade themselves that the involuntary twitching of a corpse is a sign of life.  If  you are going through the motions in your Christian life I want you to stop it. 
No one should have to guess what I plan to talk about: We are going to look at three dangers that face every believer and every church.  Christ calls you to hear them and take them to heart.  “All Scripture is God-Breathed and it is all profitable.”  We are all in danger of: 
· Self Delusion [1-2]

· Self Dependence  [3]

· Self Righteousness [4-5]
The Danger of Self Delusion [1-2] 
Revelation 3:1-2  "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.  2 'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God.

To the angel of the church in Sardis write:  Sardis was built 30 miles southeast of Thyatira and 50 miles east of Smyrna.  It was originally founded about 12 centuries before Christ, Sardis became wealthy beyond imagination as a gold and silver producer.  Gold and silver coins were first minted here.  Aesop of “fable fame” came from this city. 

It was once conquered by Alexander the Great as well as Antiochus, but came under Roman domination in 133 BC.  It was destroyed by an earthquake in A.D. 17 and by now, A.D. 95,  it had been rebuilt. 

He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this:  Jesus introduces Himself using a picture from the vision of John in Chapter One. 
The seven Spirits of God:   In Zechariah an angel showed Zerubbabel the Holy Spirit depicted as a lampstand.  

Zechariah 4:2-6  2 He said to me, "What do you see?" And I said, "I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top of it;  3 also two olive trees by it, one on the right side of the bowl and the other on its left side."  4 Then I said to the angel who was speaking with me saying, "What are these, my lord?"  5 So the angel who was speaking with me answered and said to me, "Do you not know what these are?" And I said, "No, my lord."  6 Then he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, 'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the LORD of hosts.

When asked what the vision described, Yahweh explained that it would not be in Zerubbabel’s own strength that Jerusalem would be rebuilt but by the power of God’s Spirit.  God then goes on to describe the lamps as seven who are the eyes of the Lord in the earth.  
Zechariah 4:10  But these seven will be glad when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel-- these are the eyes of the LORD which range to and fro throughout the earth."

When Christ appears as the Lamb upon the throne John saw and heard this: 

Revelation 5:6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. 
Putting this all together gives us this picture.  God uses the imagery of seven or completeness to describe the power of the Holy Spirit in the accomplishment of human work or deeds.  He says the seven rejoice to see it done….in the power of the Spirit of God and that the Spirit of God is the eyes of the LORD that see throughout the earth.  
One last thing makes us think that the seven spirits refer to the Holy Spirit, God the Spirit who is the third member of the Trinity.  John gives a Trinitarian greeting at the very beginning of His revelation.  The Father and Son are unmistakable in it, but the Holy Spirit is referred to as “the seven Spirits who are before His throne.”  
Revelation 1:4-5   4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne,  5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood—
Christ introduces Himself to Sardis as the one in command with full knowledge of the heart. 

I know your deeds: Christ’s eyes look straight through the activities of any man, any woman or any church.  
You have a name that you are alive:  “You have a reputation of being alive.” They have made a name for themselves with deeds, exploits, renown.  They have wealth and activities that have gotten the attention of everyone.  This is their self-delusion.  They have confused a crowd with a church.  They have imagined that a building or a program will make them relevant and alive. 
But you are dead:  I am not concerned with discerning what churches are dead or alive.  I am not setting up to take some cheap shots at another ministry.  What I think or you think about this does not matter.  The point is that Christ thinks some churches are DEAD.  He knows they are dead and no amount of outward activity is going to change that.  
'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die:  Brothers and sisters, you can be lulled to sleep and deluded by church and Christianity.  Christ says you can appear alive on the outside, but be dead.  Now He says you might still have a pulse, but you need to “snap out of it.”  The word “wake up” means become alert.  Alert to the spiritual danger of your heart.  
I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God:  I want you to take a minute right now and name three things you are doing for God.  Not for yourself and not for what other people think of you…..for God!  Is there anything at all that you are doing outside your comfort zone?   
If you cannot think of three or even two, you are in trouble.  You need to rethink who Christ is to you.  Is He just Savior?  Is He a ticket to ride the gospel train to heaven?  If you are doing no good works for Christ, then you are not only dead in your inner man but dead outwardly as well.  You need to get low before the Cross and seek Christ’s gift of life through trusting Him alone.  
If you can think of some things, then ask yourselves why you do them?  What motivates you to do the good deeds you do?  Jesus spoke about this condition of the heart all the time when He lived on earth.  

Matthew 15:7-8   7 "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you:  8 'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.
What is the greatest deed you can do before God?  The one that will never be found incomplete?

Mark 12:28-31  28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, "What commandment is the foremost of all?"  29 Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD;  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'  31 "The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment greater than these."

Christless churches and Christless Christians are the order of our day.  We build and attend and study and serve, but our deeds are not acceptable to Christ.  Ladies, what will motivate you to stay up all night with a sick child?  What others think of you?   To prove your devotion to that child?  It is love….pure love and it breathes life into your weary bones.  You do it in the dark of night, alone and in the site of no one…..because you love.   
The Danger of Self Dependence  [3] 
Revelation 3:3   3 'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.
So remember what you have received and heard:  This is the gospel.  Dead Churches and dying Christians do not remember the Cross.  They are no longer dependent on Christ but on themselves.  The Gospel teaches us several vital truths.  You are hopelessly lost and unable to save yourself.  
· Remember that Christ took your place in death so that you might live:
2 Corinthians 5:21   21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

· Remember that you were dead in your sins, but The Spirit made a dead man live:

Ephesians 2:4-5  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)

· Remember that the Holy Spirit and not your works or deeds gave you life:
Titus 3:4-6   4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

And keep it:  God wants you to live righteously for Him but you cannot.  You are fundamentally flawed at the very core of your nature.    
2 Corinthians 3:5-6   5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God,  6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

And repent:  It is time for Christians to learn to repent of the hardness of their own hearts. We have let duty take the place of devotion.  As Jerry Bridges so clearly said,  “We have decided to emerge from bankruptcy and pay our own way.”  It is no wonder that our works of service are either nonexistent or are incomplete in the eyes of The Lord of the Church. 
Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you:  If those who are able to listen and respond to Christ will not do so, Jesus promises [or threatens] to “come like a thief”.  When a thief comes, he takes what is of value and does not bring anything for you.   Jesus describes what happens to men who profess but do not possess Christ.  The entire sequence of Sardis is predicted by Jesus when He said…..
Matthew 7:21-23  21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' [works, works and more works]  23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'  
Matthew 7:24-27  24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, [keeps them and repents] may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.  25 "And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.  26 "Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.  27 "The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell-- and great was its fall."
The Delight of Christ’s Righteousness [4-5] 
Revelation 3:4-5   4 'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.  5 'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.
But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments:  Outward deeds prove nothing.  Jesus knew that this church and many people today are going through the motions.  They do not desire Christ!  They inwardly grown at the thought of giving money or time to reach the lost or save an orphan or do an act of kindness.  They do not enter to worship and leave to serve.  And yet, they fill the churches of America.  They enjoy the singing and programs.  Only you can know your own heart.  Which are you?   Is your Christian life a shell?   

John 6:63  63 "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.

On the other hand, profession of Christ with no accompanying deeds is the deception and destruction of the church.  
James 2:26  26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
They will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy:  Can any man be worthy?  Not by His own deeds!   What does Christ mean then?  How will anyone ever walk with Him in white?  
· By being washed in the blood of Christ

Revelation 7:14-15  They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  15 "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
· By doing the good works that God has beforehand prepared for you to do 
Ephesians 2:10  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Revelation 19:7-8  7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts [or righteousness] of the saints.

He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments: Overcomers are in life giving union with Christ.  They got their righteous standing before God from Him and now begin to walk in righteous works by His Spirit.  It is, according to John, based entirely on your relationship of trusting in Christ alone.  
1 John 5:4-5  4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world- our faith.  5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Deeds that are complete in the sight of God are the ones that the Holy Spirit is producing.  Let your daily life be one of humble dependent prayer….”Lord cause me to walk in your ways.”  Lord, you are lovely and worthy to be served by me….help me to live so that men will see how powerful you are.”  “Lord, may your Spirit increase my love for you alone.”  
Galatians 5:17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
I will not erase his name from the book of life:  It is amazing how many people consider this a threat when it is actually a promise to all who have placed your lives in the care of Jesus Christ.  Overcomers are living in daily dependence upon the Holy Spirit, having offered their thoughts, their attitudes and their actions to God as Lord and King.   Overcomers are seeking transformation into Christlikeness by the renewing of their minds through  the Word of God.  Every righteous deed is acknowledged as a work of God and not of fallen men.  We are transformed, but we cannot transform ourselves.   
Romans 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Overcomers have believed that He alone can overcome the world and death.

John 16:33 33 "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."  

I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels: Not only will Christ not erase the names of those who come to Him by faith alone, He will also call out your name before the Father and the millions of angels. Your salvation is a unilateral and Sovereign work of God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit.  The Father purposed to save you.  The Son purchased your salvation and paid your penalty of eternal death and The Spirit, gave you spiritual birth to eternal life and now strengthens you for every good work.  
CONCLUSION:  Sardis and countless other churches and believers are dead in their spirit while exuding life externally.  They do deeds that are not driven by The Spirit of God.  The results do not exalt God but men.  They are less than useless to The Lord of the Church.  
Millions more have allowed the glory and beauty of Christ to become a distant memory.  The Spring welling up to eternal life is down to a trickle and the bread of life has become stale crumbs on the floor.  How is your heart toward Christ this day?  Is there any passion for His glory?  Would you put yourself out to worship Him and serve Him?  What about your free time or your money?  Would you give any of it up just because Jesus is so worthy to you? 
Turn back to Christ and love Him.  If you say, but I cannot.  I have lost my desire and my affection and my passion…then cry out to Him in humility.  This is his work to do.  Don’t die in your inner man!  Snap out of it and cry out to God.  Every faithful follower has had to trust Christ to do this heart restoring work.  So let me pray for us all now.  The Holy Spirit who has been sent into our hearts crying Abba is the one who rekindles the flame of life in believers grown cold and weary in the struggle.  
Colossians 1:9-14  9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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