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Introduction:  The letters to churches we are about to consider are way more than an introduction to the important teaching of Revelation.  These seven letters reveal Christ’s heart and mind toward the church that He has left on earth to exalt and proclaim Him to the world. God gave this revelation to the church by sending His messenger to John who then passed it on to the church.  

Revelation 1:1-2  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John,  2 who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.

The revelation of Christ is given to Christ’s churches who are “His Servants” in the world.   Jesus Himself appears in Glory to speak directly to seven actual churches in seven actual towns.  His instructions to the church include the entire book.  There are however specific to each of His churches. And not just those churches, but all his churches, in every place and in every age. 

Revelation 2:7   7 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Christ’s slaves are supposed to be doing two things in the world.  John mentions them both in 2:2.  We are to be testifying to the Word of God and Jesus Christ Himself.  In fact, Jesus is the Word of God and the Word of God testifies to Christ, thus making the exaltation and the proclamation of Christ, the chief purpose of the church. 

If the church is going to exalt and proclaim the Glorious Jesus as Lord, then she must see and know Him as Glorious and she must submit to Him eagerly and willingly as Lord. Christ reveals Himself as the Glorious Lord of the Church then commands His Church to exalt Him and proclaim Him as the all sufficient one in this universe.  

All seven are in the Roman Province of Western Asia.  They are listed in the order they would be visited if a messenger were to leave Patmos, sail to Ephesus and the go by road to each of the other six cities. Sir William Ramsey said that the road in question was “the great circular road that bound together the most populous, wealthy and influential part of the Province, the west central region.”

Chapter two starts with the second letter to the Ephesian church in the New Testament. It goes on from Ephesus to allow us to read the mail to Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and finally Laodicea. 
These churches had some things in common that deserve note.  All were under the Roman persecution of Domitian. [81-96 AD]  This was actually a second and more severe wave that was originally started by Nero about 25 years earlier. As a “god,” Domitian was naturally interested in eliminating the competition.  That, of course, would be Jesus the Lord of all.  The Lord of the Church. 

Five of the seven churches have serious error and sin.  As Lord of the Church he reveal it to them, passes judgment on it and prescribes His remedy for it.  Only two churches escape His rebuke, but they certainly did not escape His scrutiny. 

Each exhortation, rebuke and warning is a call to our church and to you.  Jesus is not speaking to institutions.  He is speaking to His servants… to each person who has an ear and He is issuing a clear invitation for us to hear and respond to Him.  “He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
In the end, it only matters what Christ thinks of our church and of you.  We are about to find out what it is that vexes our Lord about our lives and church.  We will also hear what it is that pleases Him. May God give us grace to please Him in ever increasing measure. 
· He has the right to command the church because He is The Lord of The Church

· He founded His Church and builds it even today. [Matt. 16:18]

· He is its head [Eph. 1:22; 4:15]

· He knows the truth regardless of how we try to cover it up. [2:2,9,13,19]

· He patrols us, scrutinizes us and supervises us.   [I Pet. 5:4]

Revelation 2:1-7  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:  2 'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;  3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent.  6 'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  7 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.'

History tells us that John was the pastor at the church in Ephesus when he was imprisoned on Patmos.  Setting sail from Patmos in a northeasterly direction you would arrive at the mouth of the Cayster river and the ancient port of Ephesus.  It would be geographically the beginning of the journey to visit the seven churches.  

Ephesus was considered the “metropolis of Asia”.  It was the de facto capital of the Roman Province [the Governor lived there] and the home of the great temple of Diana or Artemis.  Pergamum was the actual capitol. It was located on the main trade route from Rome to the East with a population of 250,000 to 500,000 and the theater that held 25,000. 

Paul had spent two and a half years in this city after having been forbidden by the Spirit to preach there on his second journey.  [Acts 19:29]

Paul later placed Timothy in charge of the church  [I Tim. 1:3] and wrote a letter to them from his Roman prison.   He then wrote two more letters to Timothy while he pastored in Ephesus.  Christ Himself now sends this 4th letter to the Ephesians by appearing to John and having John write it down and give it to a messenger to take there.   The Ephesian church was a well taught and well pastored church. 

· The Lord of the Church Speaks: 

Revelation 2:1  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:
The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand:  These messengers or angels are probably elders or pastors to each one of these churches.  

Revelation 1:20  20 "As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Regardless of who they are, we can say this with certainty.  They exist to do the bidding of their Lord Jesus Christ.  He holds them in His right hand.  This is the hand that most people use a tool or pen in.  We never say that the pen wrote the letter or the hammer built the fence.  It is the one wielding the instrument who gets the credit and the glory for what is accomplished with it.  Christ’s messengers are tools in His hands….nothing more.  

Colossians 1:15-18  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.

The One who walks among the seven golden lampstands: Jesus is the source all the light emanating from this lampstand and the messengers.  He uses His servants in our midst, like a master craftsman his implements. 

· The Lord of the Church Knows: 

Revelation 2:2-3   2 'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;  3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.

'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance:  These are things to be proud of and many churches are.  They have lots of deeds or “works.”  It can be very tempting to think that busy work for the Lord is automatically going to please Christ.  

Toil is different from works or deeds.  Toil describes working in the face of opposition and exhaustion.  It is from a word that means “a beating.”  

You cannot tolerate evil men:   Tolerance is over rated in the 21st century.  Christ commends intolerance of evil men.   It means do not carry any of their load.  Do not help them in anyway and resist them.  Because they do irreparable harm to Christ’s church.  They are wolves amongst the sheep. They hurt Christ’s dear ones.   

1 Timothy 1:3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer
You put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not:  I am continually amazed at how little discernment some believers have.   As soon as someone starts saying Christian buzz words to them they follow like a lamb to the slaughter.  

You found them to be false:  The Ephesian believers asked the hard questions and they already knew the answers.  Do you know the answers?  How easy would it be for a bogus believer to deceive you?  Do you know the Biblical response to the contemporary assertion that a loving God would not send anyone to hell?  Or that God is a cosmic child abuser for killing His own son for our sins?  Christ wants you to be able to find them false.  

You have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake,: They did not stop because of their opponents.  They remained quietly and peacefully under their service for Christ.  

And have not grown weary: They were never heard to say.  I cannot serve Christ because I am just too tired or I will become too tired if I do.   

· The Lord of the Church is Jealous: 

Revelation 2:4  4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  

'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love:  Well, this is just one thing out of many right?  Just a “by the way” remark isn’t it?  Just look at all the really great things these folk did for Jesus.  

The works and efforts of man are rendered useless and empty without passion for Christ.  It is not enough to speak of Christ or to preach about Christ or to have correct doctrine about Christ.  It is not enough to be outwardly devoted to sound doctrine and to hate the right people.  

How many times have I heard a man say, I gave her everything she ever wanted and she left me anyway.   The wife usually says, “I wanted him to love me for myself.”   I wanted to be cherished. 

I have heard the most hardened, self-righteous, judgmental and unmerciful persons quote Jesus who said, “if you love me….keep my commands.”  

Love is more than passion,  but it absolutely has passion.  It has affection, desire, longing, mercy, forgiveness and tenderness.  It is personal and never directed toward duty or doctrine.  It is sacrificial.  The Pharisees scoffed at such love as do many fundamental, evangelical, reformed and doctrinally pure believers in our day.  But Jesus elevated it to the highest thing a man could do to please God.  This is how Jesus illustrated it for the religious and self-righteous of His day.  

Luke 10:30-37  "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead.  31 "And by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  32 "Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  33 "But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,  34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him.  35 "On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.'  36 "Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?"  37 And he said, "The one who showed mercy toward him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do the same."

I want to ask and by God’s grace answer two questions that are critical to your life and service for Christ. 

· How do we lose our love for Christ?

· How do we regain it again?  

How do we lose our love for Christ?

Jesus does not answer this question directly in these verses, but there is an answer here but the answer to our first question is implied in the solution.  

Revelation 2:5  5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent.

We lose our love for Christ when we forget our own salvation:    We have forgotten the wonder of Jesus loving us in our fallen brokenness.  According to Jesus, love dies when we forget our past state and how Christ rescued us in our sins.  You can be saved for so long that you forget what it was like TO BE SAVED.  Let’s try to remember:  

· God says you were dead.  Dead men cannot help themselves.  You cannot repent of being dead.  You cannot work for life when you are dead.  You cannot believe when you are dead.  You cannot love God or anyone else with the love of God…when you are dead.  Did you know this….have you forgotten?
Ephesians 2:1  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,

· You might have been dead to God, but bristling with life and enthusiasm for the world and the devil.  We were captivated by the world. It alone offered us comfort, happiness and some sense of fulfillment.  The thought that it would take us to an eternity in hell never crosses the mind of those who are alive to the world, but dead to God.  Did you know this….have you forgotten?

Ephesians 2:2-3  you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

· You were careening toward final and unspeakable judgment.  Being dead is little comfort when God will raise the dead in order to condemn them for Eternity.  Did you know this….have you forgotten?

Revelation 20:11-15   11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

· You stood condemned in the Sovereign Courtroom of Creation.  You have even now, broken every commandment.    Did you know this….have you forgotten?
Romans 3:19  19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;

We lose our love for Christ when we no longer repent.  There is a strange, but predictable human tendency to self-sufficiency.  We know we needed to repent of our sins on the day of our salvation, but let me ask you….Do you repent much these days?  Do you listen to sermons and read the Word to see yourself there?  Are you hungry enough for the love of Christ in your heart that you would be willing to repent of your lack of love for a brother.  Harsh treatment of a child or a beloved spouse?  Can you see yourself at all in that Pharisee that prayed, “Lord, I thank you that I am not like other men?”  What will move your heart to repent?  The necessary factors surround us if we have eyes to see them.  
Mutua Mahiaini the leader of the Navigators in Kenya wrote this: 

“Repentance is one of the Christian’s highest privileges.  A repentant Christian focuses on God’s Mercy and God’s Grace.  Any moment in our lives when we bask in God’ Mercy and grace is our highest moment.  Higher than when we feel smug in our decency and cannot  think of anything we need to confess.  When we fail---and fail we will, the Spirit of God will work on us and bring us to the foot of the cross where Jesus carried our failures.  That is potentially a glorious moment.  For we could at that moment accept God’s abundant Mercy and Grace and go forth with nothing to boast of except Christ Himself. “ 
We lose our love for Christ when we stop doing the things we did at first:  When we forget grace and begin to work for God.  Brothers and sisters, you may not work for God.  God will work for you and He has.  God will work in you and He has.  God will even work through you and He has,  but you do not work for God!  You may Glory in God and your beloved Savior who bore your sin.  

How do we regain it again?  

By remembering Christ’s mercy:  These were good, orthodox, discerning, well taught believers, but they needed to remember mercy given to sinners. At the foot of the Cross you again become like the woman at the well who knew almost nothing but, 

John 4:28-30   28 …. leaving her water jar, the she went back to the town and said to the people,  29 "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?"  30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.

She brought half the town out to meet Jesus, not because she was so righteous, religious or mature, but because she had met a man, who looked past her hopeless sin, into her soul and opened her cold dead spiritual eyes.  She was in love.   She did not say, I have some new doctrine for you all….she said, come meet a man!!!  It was about Christ, it has always been only about Christ and it always will be about Christ.  

By remembering Grace.  Grace is recalled in the shadow of the Cross.  Do not go on to other things; forgetting our desperate, fallen condition.  The Galatians had forgotten grace.   

Galatians 3:1-3  Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.  2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard?  3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?

Without ongoing Grace, how will we make it to the end of our Pilgrim Journey?  Who will carry you when you are unable to go?  Who will comfort you when you are inconsolable?  Who will love you when you are unlovable and miserable?  Yes, it is Jesus.  And why will He do it?  He will do it for the exact same reason He went to the Cross.  He is full of kindness and love and has the Sovereign power to save our wretched lives. Paul described it perfectly to Titus. 

Titus 3:4-7  4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

He saved us!  He washed us!  He renewed us! He poured out the Spirit on us!  REMEMBER?  Paul tell us to live the way we were born.  In Grace.  In dependence on HIM.   

Colossians 2:6-7  6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

By remembering the Gospel.  Believing sound doctrine without love for Christ is the essence of “dead Orthodoxy.”  Good works or saying the confessions. Attending the right meetings and opposing the right people.  All things that, alone,  suck the life out of the abiding love for Jesus Christ that we once had.  It is for this very reason that God Himself has to rock our world, or else we would live our entire lives in a loveless, passionless but orthodox spiritual state.  

By preaching the Gospel to yourself.  BUT, you need to know it first.   You have broken every law and offended God at every turn.  You once refused to call Him Father and renounced His claim on you and His image.  You hated God, while He loved you.  You were justly condemned to Hell, but Jesus took your condemnation.  For you, Justice and Mercy collided at the Cross.  God remains just because Jesus died for you by name and knowledge.  God revealed mercy, because there He loved you, a sinner.  Christ is the Gospel that will keep your heart passionate toward Him.   

2 Corinthians 5:21 - 6:1   21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.   

By Repenting of having forgotten:  Repentance is the U turn in the middle of the block.  There is no reason for you to go another day like you are.  If  you have remembered anything about your love for Christ then turn back.  Tell him you are coming back to the foot of the Cross and if you fall away from it a hundred times more you will return a hundred times more, yes even a thousand. 

The Puritan preacher, Thomas Goodwin wrote the following letter to his son: “When I was threatening to become cold in my ministry, and when I felt Sunday morning coming, and my heart not filled with amazement at the grace of God, or when I was making ready to dispense the Lord’s supper, do you know what I used to do?  I used to take a turn up and down among the sins of my past life, and I always came down with a broken and contrite heart, ready to preach, as it was preached in the beginning, the forgiveness of sins”

When he was converted, John Newton [slave trader] wrote a text in great letters and hung it above his mantelpiece: 

Deuteronomy 5:15  'You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm;
By Doing the things you did at first:  You thought about Jesus.  You prayed to Jesus.  You went around talking to Jesus.  You wanted sinners you knew to come to Jesus.  On the first day or your Christian life you thought Christ could do anything, save anybody, love any sinner.  “Steve Fernandez”

These days, those sinners are often more of an embarrassment to us.  They love the world…as if we never did.   They are not interested in God.  As if we always were.   They say they don’t believe.  As if  we always did?

Revelation 2:5  I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent. 

PLEASE!  NO LORD!   We will repent and we will remember!  Help us to speak of you from hearts full of gospel love.  With the fervor that you make burn.  Make us love you Lord!  How can we go back to death when you have made us live?  How can we live in the darkness when you have brought us into the light of your glory and….

Romans 5:7-8  the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
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