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In the closing verses of Hebrews five and the beginning of Hebrews six,  God has been reproving believers for  becoming dull of hearing.  By this expression God means “getting our eyes and hearts off of Christ and what He has done for us and beginning to imagine that God requires us to still do something to be accepted. God’s Word wants to teach us about the sufficiency of Christ but dull hearers think they know enough about God and the Bible already. As a result they remain as babies in their Christian lives.   

Hebrews 5:12-14  12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

No loving parent wants their children to never grow up.  In the physical world we consider that tragic, but in our walk with God many are willing to settle for exactly that.  So God tells those who have been content to “just be saved” or to “just believe in Jesus” to go on to maturity and enjoy the wonderful Christian Life your Heavenly Father has planned for you.  

Besides believers that need to grow spiritually God speaks to another group that are flirting with spiritual destruction.  These people have been around sound doctrine and good preaching.  They have become part of good churches and Bible Studies.  They have even joined in and participated in these things….and yet…. They have never given their hearts (their inner man) to Christ.  They have trusted in all these activities and appear on the outside to be very religious, but they have not trusted Jesus Christ alone and what He did for them on the cross.   They are different from the believers God’s Word has been talking to in these recent verses.  

Hebrews 6:4-6  4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,  5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,  6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. 

Here God speaks to unbelievers who listen and even come close to Christ.  Churches are full of people like this.  They give mental assent to creeds and even recite them.  They take communion and make pledges.  This paragraph refers to these people with the word  “those.”  They are not “us”  believers.   In verse 9 God goes back to speak to us believers 

Hebrews 6:9  9 But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way.

For the next few verses God’s Word is addressing people who “play church” or pretend to “know God.”   Jesus made it very clear that there are many, many who either believe they are Christians or are pretending to be Christians and know they are not.  Listen to the descriptions….  
Once been enlightened [4a]:  They have seen the light of Christ, but does this mean that they accept Christ.  

John 1:4-5  4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

John 3:19  19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light,  for their deeds were evil.

Yes men can be enlightened without trusting in Christ alone for Salvation. 

Tasted of the heavenly gift [4b]: Jesus is that heavenly gift.  

John 4:10  10 Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."

Ever watch a coffee or wine tester?   They are not swallowing.  They are “trying the flavor of it.”  Mere testers spit it out!   This idea is illustrated perfectly with Jesus on the Cross. 

Matthew 27:34 they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink. 

Men can come very near to Jesus even to the point of tasting and not give their lives to Him (not drink).  The Gospel message is that you must give your life to Christ and not just listen or nod with mental assent.   To drink is to make Christ your only hope of eternal life. 

John 4:13-14  13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again;  14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."

Made partakers of the Holy Spirit [4c]:  A “partaker” is an associate,  The other fishermen who were present during the miraculous catch of fish were said to be partakers.  A person can be associated with and near to the revealing work of the Holy Spirit in proclaiming Christ and never trust Him alone for salvation. It is sadly true that a person can sit in a Christ preaching church all their life and never give there life to Christ. Content to be near the action but never part of it. Tasting but never drinking. Seeing the light but never coming into it.     

Tasted the good Word of God [5a]:  This “Word” is Christ.  He was portrayed by the Apostles as the sole remedy for their sins, but the important thing here is their response to it.  In the same way men cannot be saved by tasting.  Christ must be fully embraced.  He must be the only solution not just something to add to our religion or ritual good works.  

And then have fallen away [6a]:  This is not you dear ones.  God is not speaking of the weak or broken sinners He has loved and bought at the cross.  This is talking about men and women coming right up to the face of Jesus Christ and seeing Him clearly as the Savior of the world and saying,  “NO!  I do not want to come to Christ.  I am going to walk away and return to my own plan.  I will be good and moral.  I will be better than my neighbor.  I will be sincere.  I will be tolerant of others.  This is what I will bring on the final day and God can take it or leave it.”   This is a falling away by one who knows exactly what they are rejecting.   

They again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame [6b]:  This is how God views those who reject His gift of salvation through Christ Alone.   They have become like Judas.  He was enlightened, he tasted, and he partook yet rejected and betrayed the Savior of the world; his only hope of eternal life.   

Such people have seen the evidence and they consider Jesus Christ worthy of death.  Had they been there in Jerusalem on that day they would have shouted with the others “crucify…crucify Him!   He is not the Son of the Living God.  We reject His claims and we count him worthy of shame and guilt.”  This is exactly what the Pharisees and other religious people did after they saw Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead.  They should have gotten on their knees and worshiped their Savior, Redeemer and God, but instead…

John 11:53   53 … from that day on they planned together to kill Him.

This is an extreme warning to men who think that their outward actions, morality, good works, rituals, church membership or confession will be sufficient for heaven.  They will not!  You cannot balance your sins with good works because although there are many good works the sin still remains.  We must unload our sin.  We need to get it off ourselves and not just hidden in a life of religious good works.  Jesus took your sin onto His sinless self at the cross.  The definitive evidence for salvation is not what we say or do, but what fruit comes out of our lives.  

Hebrews 6:7-8   7 For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God;  8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned.

This is the final word on this subject.  Fruitlessness is the definitive test of spiritual life in the Bible.  No fruit…no spiritual life.  Fruit…spiritual life. God is totally able to discern what the rest of us are not able to see.  Consider Judas.  He lived with Christ and saw every miracle yet in the end bore no fruit.  His nearness to Jesus was of no value.  

The Tares among the wheat appear to be genuine until the heads of grain begin to form.  It is then that the farmer realizes that the tares produce “no fruit.”  

Matthew 7:20-21  20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits.  21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.

The one thing that cannot be counterfeited is the fruit that Christ produces.  Those planted in Christ produce fruit while pretenders produce thorns and thistles.  

So does this mean that I might lose my salvation if I do not produce fruit?  Absolutely not!  It means that hearts that have the Word of God poured on them and hear the preaching of the Gospel and bear no fruit are not converted to begin with.  They have not trusted in Christ for salvation but in religion, ritual, membership, doctrine or their own morality.  Not only can these not save a person, they cannot produce the fruit of God.  

Galatians 5:22-23   22 …. the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  

A very important principle for understanding Scripture is that God’s Word always explains less obvious passages with very clear ones. Jesus clearly taught that His precious chosen ones were secure in His all-powerful hand.  The Father gave you to Christ and He will not lose you. 

John 6:38-40  38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

Jesus came for you.  He makes it about as clear as possible that He is perfectly able to keep what He came to possess.  Those who trust Him are eternally secure in Him because the Father wills it to be so.  Furthermore, The Father is the Sovereign Creator. This means that nothing can oppose His will. 

John 10:27-30  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30 "I and the Father are one." 


CONCLUSION:  How then does a person trust in Christ?  What is it that makes the difference between fruitless religion and true conversion?  It is your heart!  Your inner man!  The person within that hides from everyone accept God.   God wants your heart!    It is easy to offer words and works but God insists on your inner man.  It is easy to acknowledge beliefs about Christ, but God wants your dependence on Christ.   Let me make this as clear as I possibly can.  

Has God captured your heart?   Has Christ changed you…even a little bit?  Do you need Him more than anything else or is He something added to your own morality, religion and good works.  Here are some of the things deceived people will often say to themselves and others.  

· I believe in God.   “The demons also believe and tremble,”
· I live a moral and upright life.  But, God disagrees, saying;  “All have sinned and fallen short of the Glorious holiness of God.” 
· I sincerely practice another religion that will surely get me to heaven.  But, Jesus said, “I am the way the truth and the life and no man comes to the father accept through me.” 
· I have been baptized and joined a church.  I have taken communion and given money.  I have a strict code of do’s and don’ts.  But Jesus said, “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the Pharisees you will surely not enter the Kingdom of God.  

What then can a man do?

· Trust Jesus Christ alone to take away your sin.  Your guilt needs to be off loaded because “the wages of sin is death” and you cannot arrive before God with all your sin.   Either Jesus will pay for your sin or you will.  There is no third option.  God will not be persuaded by anything else men will offer Him.  It is Christ alone. 
 
· Look to Christ alone and not self-effort to produce the fruit of righteousness.  The  Holy Spirit will apply the meat of Scripture to your heart making you into the good blessed and tilled ground whose life yields the useful and worthy crop.

· Rest in Christ.  We are sinners brothers and sisters.  Jesus did not come to call the righteous to repentance but sinners. He knows your weaknesses and brokenness.  He knew that when He died on the Cross for you.  Salvation has nothing to do with your ability to be unbroken or strong.  It has to do with your trust in  Jesus and not yourself. Not any religion. Not any outward morality.  God will totally accept you as you are in Christ alone.   

Matthew 11:28-30   28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

John 6:35   35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.

John 7:37-38   37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"
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