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Introduction:  The birth of Christ was carefully planned. The entire process was marked by Divine intervention.  Luke offers great detail.  He described the announcement of John the Baptist’s birth, the incarnation and then the birth of God the Son: 

There were also Simeon or Anna the prophetess who supernaturally recognized The Messiah. God the Son was entering the flow of human time and that necessitated extraordinary events.  Matthew on the other hand, wrote to establish the authority of Jesus to take the throne of His father David.  He started with a meticulous genealogy, summarizing the human path leading to Christ’s birth and then fast forwards directly to the arrival of the Magi. God raised up these Wise Men for the purpose of calling attention to the birth of the King of Israel.

Let’s set the scene.  

· It is the winter of 4 /5 BC in the Middle East.  The calendar dates that we in the west use, were prepared by Dionysius in 525 A.D.   Dionysius modified a calendar that was in use in Rome at that time and sought to calculate the date back to the birth of Christ.  Here is what we know about the date.  Herod the Great died in the spring of 4 B.C.  Christ was born before that time according to Matthew 2:1.  The date therefore would be 4 or 5 BC. 
· The exact place is Jerusalem.  In this day one of the principle cities in the Roman Empire.  It stands at the cross roads of commerce for that area and is considered even today to be a focal point and a lightning rod in the modern world. Here is Matthew’s account: 

Matthew 2:1-12  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  2 "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him."  3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  5 They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet:  6 'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'"  7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared.  8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him."  9 After hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was.  10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  11 After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  12 And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way. 
One individual and two groups appear in this account.  Each responds to the entrance of God into humanity.  They are: 
· The Magi
· Herod the usurper king. 
· The Chief Priests and Teachers of the Law

The Response of The Magi

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying [1]:  With no advanced notice a large caravan of strangers appears.  Distant travel did not come easily and it was always an event when a major caravan of visitors from a far off country appeared in town.   It was very uncommon for men to travel across the desert in small numbers. The tradition of three wise men probably comes from the number of gifts they brought   
They were seeking “The King of the Jews” but they themselves were not Jews.  The word “saying” indicates that they were asking everyone they met, where He was.  Surely in the capitol of Judaism, the whereabouts of the “one born King of the Jews” would be known.  Furthermore they claim to have seen a sign,  “His star” while they were in the East and had trekked across a vast desert to worship Him.  It seems obvious that “His Star” was God’s miraculous way of pointing to the location of Christ’s birth.  Regular stars do not move so that you can follow them.  “The Star” is pointing to “The Christ Child,”  who God wants us to worship.  
The size of the caravan, their foreign origins and the explosive question they asked, all captured the attention of King Herod who was in fact not the King at all, but was installed as a usurper king by the Romans.  He had every reason to be concerned.    Consider then, if you would, these men and their response to the appearing of the Christ Child, the one who was to be “King of the Jews”.

"Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? [2a]:  They came seeking Christ.  Yes, it is true that God is omnipresent and can be found anywhere but God Himself tells us to seek Him.  To go toward Him.  To follow Him.  
Hebrews 10:22  … let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.
Jer. 29:13  'You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.  These wise men discovered these truths experientially. Those who draw near to God find that He draws near to them.  I encourage you,  Make the effort to draw near to God. 
They came asking and seeking.   Asking implies: “desire to know”  Seeking implies “desire to find.”  These men knew this was the God of Creation.  They came to worship.  You don’t do that with ordinary human beings.    These were rich and wise men in their own land but in the presence of the newborn Prince they were humble seekers.  They did bring gifts but their stated purpose has stood the test of centuries, “We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."  Our response should be to know and to find Christ.
What would you be willing to do to enter into the presence of the God of Creation and worship Him?  Would you be willing to invest any free time in knowing the Word of God or being taught the Word of God?  These men traveled on animals nearly 1000 miles to find Him.  For us He is as near as the pages of  our Bibles and the sanctuary of our churches. 
For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him." [2b] They had knowledge from God’s Word in two ways about His appearing.    They were from Persia where Daniel had served God and prophesied the exact date of the Messiah’s appearance.  

Dan. 9:25  "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; (490 years) it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 
Moses’ inspired Torah also contained the prophecy of Balaam.  

Num. 24:17  "I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth.

When you purpose to believe and obey what God does show you in The Bible He always, always gives you more.  A lot of Christians are stuck.  They want to know where to go and what to do but they are sitting on knowledge God has already given them and have never responded to that.   A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. 
They were paying attention to a supernatural sign.  Jesus has given us more signs than we can list in the time we have today.  His conception was unique.  Angels announced His birth.  God appeared to His parents in dreams.  He ruled the wind and waves.  He fed thousands with almost no food.  He healed the sick and raised the dead. He literally, physically died and then rose again.  He ascended into heaven.  Do these signs demonstrate to you that Jesus is the God he claims to be? And if so, then He is to be believed, trusted, obeyed and loved. 
They made the journey to worship Him.   These Magi came prepared to worship. Worship means considering Christ worthy of your devotion, obedience and love.  Worship is not singing, ritual or religious knowledge.   It is devotion that leads to love and obedience. 
   After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshipped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. [2:11]:   These are gifts of great value but we have little of value.  These men were wealthy, but we do possess the one offering that God says is always pleasing and perfectly acceptable to Him.  The irony of it all is that we got this possession from God in the first place and it is our dearest possession.  It is very hard for us to even share it let alone give it back to Him.  

Romans 12:1-2   1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way. [2:12]:  Herod was an absolutely evil despot. They resisted him by simply refusing to participate in his evil.  They offered no assistance to Herod and actually thwarted his evil by returning by a different route. 

After hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was  [2:9]:  They  possessed faith that moved them to action.  Their faith produced works that could be seen by all.  They did not know nearly as much as the Chief Priests and Teachers and yet they acted on what they did know.  They followed the knowledge they possessed and it led them to a personal encounter with the God of Creation.  Do not wait to get stronger in the Lord before you do something. Do it now while you are still gripped with fear and a sense of inadequacy.  Give your life to Christ and be amazed at how He will use it to His Glory. 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy  [2:10]: They believed that God was alive in the world and could be known personally.  They knew about God while they were still in Persia, but they wanted to know God.  To experience the life and power of a personal encounter with The God of Creation.  It is true what they say: “Wise Men still seek Him.”  Don’t be content to know things about God.  It will never satisfy you and most likely will make you hard, cold, self-righteous and unloving.  Seek to know Christ personally because when you do you will want to trust Him and obey Him.  
On our stage also stands a man who is fully given over to Satan.  Herod was the polar opposite of The Wise Men.  He was an Edomite.  He was absolutely not a king of Israel and he knew it full well.  The kings of Israel descend from the line of David and come from the house of David, Bethlehem.  Herod reigned as an illegitimate King for 37 years in Jerusalem. He butchered his wives and children and anyone else that was unfortunate enough to cross his path.  The Magi responded with earnest desire to know God.  How does Herod respond when he encounters the God of Creation in human form.  

The Response of King Herod

He lived only 6 miles from the birthplace of Christ.  The Magi lived 1,000 miles away.  He did not need to go anywhere to find the Christ.  Jesus came almost directly to where he was.   Today we live in a world that is flooded with the preaching and knowledge of Christ.  Nevertheless, most men remain willingly ignorant of His appearing. 

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him  [2:3]:  He was disturbed by even the thought of someone else being King.  Jesus Christ disturbs our plans.  He asks to be given Kingship in our lives and Lordship over our ambitions. Here is how you can avoid Herod’s fatal error.  Ask God if there was anything He wants you to do and then seek the answer in Scripture or from other Christians.  
Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  [2:4]:  He had to even ask where the Christ would be born.  Herod lived amongst the Jews and had access to The Scripture and yet he did not know the birthplace of the King.  The true God was entering time and space in his very presence but he remained willingly ignorant.  Hard hearted men consider it a virtue to know nothing about God or Christ.  Perhaps they think that in so doing they cannot be held accountable in the judgment, but they would be very wrong.  

Rom. 1:19-20  because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 
He had never imagined Israel’s true king coming.  The world today lives with no knowledge of Christ’s coming.  I once worked with a man who told me about this incredibly ridiculous program he had seen on TV.  It was about religious people who actually believe that Jesus Christ will return to take them to heaven and establish a kingdom of righteousness in the world.  Massive numbers of people (even religious people) are certain that God will not appear and demand His rightful place in the world.  But consider that He will appear again.

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17  14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

He was oblivious to God’s presence in his life.  God grants to all men life.  Even the wicked and godless have life as a gift from God.  The things all men cherish are His gifts to us and yet we seldom acknowledge this.  Avoid Herod’s fatal error by getting alone to thank  God for who you are, what you have and what you hope to become.  

Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared.  8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him."  [2:7-8]:  The Magi had decided to worship Jesus when they found Him and Herod had decided to kill Him when he found Him.  While most men would never consider anything so evil.  
He withheld everything from Christ.  The Magi brought expensive gifts but they gave the most priceless one.  Themselves!  Herod, like most men had never given anything to Christ.  A man who possessed great wealth, but never gave God anything at all.  What have you truly given unconditionally to Christ. 

Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the magi [2:16]:  He possessed hatred that moved him to action.  The Magi possessed faith in God and love for God.  Both moved them to action.  Herod possessed a hatred that moved him to act against the God of Creation.  The world of his day felt the sting of his wrath but God was untouched by it.  So it is today.  When we act with hostility toward God He Himself is untouched but the world around us suffers the pain.  Satan and his minions cannot touch God so they strike at His image bearers with evil and hatred. 
He knew God was alive in the world and was a threat to His agenda.  Yes, God does threaten your agenda.  Having made the world and everything in it and having knowledge of all events, Christ has determined a plan for your life.  In it you will receive the greatest of blessing.  Apart from it you will experience what your own skills and cleverness can bring.  May God deliver us from our own determined will? 

The third and final group in our text is the Chief Priests and Teachers of the Law.  The Chief Priests were mostly Sadducees while the Teachers of the Law were Pharisees.  These were the professional Clergy and Lawyers of their day.  Their purpose was to explain and argue the letter of the law.  We encounter them in all their wretchedness later on in the life of Christ.  They had academic and religious knowledge.  They knew the Scripture but can that alone change your life?

The Response of The Chief Priests and Teachers of the Law

Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  [2:4]:  They were only miles from where God the Son was appearing to men.  Like Herod they barely had to move to witness the greatest event in human history.  They were about to see the coming of the Messiah of whom all the prophets had testified.  Messiah was the centerpiece of their law and religion.  They were eyewitnesses to the greatest event in history. 
They had to be asked about the coming of the Messiah.  Messiah was not on their minds. These magi had been asking about the city for some time and yet these guys knew the answer to the question of the day but did nothing until they were called by the King and asked.
They were apathetic about the notion of a King.  While the Magi were excited and Herod was disturbed these men were apathetic.  They knew the Bible but never expected that it might actually come true and impact their lives on earth. Their indifference is staggering.  How many professing Christians are living their lives with the expectation that absolutely nothing spiritual is ever going to happen to them?
They had only religious beliefs about His coming.  It is easy to read the story every year and hear the carols, but remain unmoved by God the Son who came into the world to bear your sins.  Please do not convinced yourself that it is enough just to say that you believe the story.  Faith that saves requires trust in God.  Entrusting your life to God.  

They were unable to recognize Christ’s appearing through the fog of their own religion. To dutifully self-righteous people God is never personal.  He is part of their religion.  He always behaves just the way their religion says He should.  He only makes the claims on us that we are comfortable with.  They never expected God to break out into the world and become real to them. They had created God in their own image. 

They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet:  6 'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'" [2:5-6]: They were able to offer only academic assent.  They just answered the question and then went on about their business as if they answer was a quiz question.   
They assisted evil While the Magi resisted evil these men assisted it.  They would not soil their own hands now any more than they would at His crucifixion.   They would certainly lend any assistance in getting the job done though.  The God of Creation must not break out of the box they had constructed for Him. 

They possessed a bogus faith that rendered them valueless to God.  This is a faith that does not work and cannot change a life.  It is actually a fake or bogus faith.  They knew the Bible but did not know and did not want to know the God of the Bible.   These are the same guys who gladly killed Jesus when given the chance.  Saving faith, on the other hand,  trusts God so much that it causes us to willingly obey Him.  It produces a changed life that loves God and loves others.  
Jas. 2:17-20  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  18 But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?

They did not believe that God was alive in the world at all.  The Magi and Herod both believed that God had entered the course of human events although they had opposite responses to that truth.  These men, on the other hand did not even believe it happened.  This is an “oh hum” moment for them.  Can you imagine The Messiah, after centuries comes during your life and you don’t bother to go see.  They asserted its impossibility of Christ right up until the crucifixion of Christ and then suppressed the truth of the resurrection so as to maintain the self-deception. 

We have examined the response of these men to the appearing of God.  But we too are confronted by the living Christ today. What will be your response to the God of Creation and the claims that He makes upon your lives?

You and I have been given much greater knowledge of His appearing than the wise men ever imagined.  They had only a star while we have knowledge of His Pre-existence, His conception, His miracles and His resurrection. 

Will you,  like the Magi offer Him worship and gifts?  Will you give to Him that priceless possession of your own life?  Will you embrace Him and  accept His claims on your life or will your faith be mere mental ascent.  Will you chose to believe that the God of Creation could break out of heaven and enter the world of men to be known and worshiped by His creation.  Christ came into the world to be known and to make God known to you.  He is alive and the giver of life. 

Jn. 1:10-14  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
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