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Hebrews 7:23-28  
Pastor Paul Anthes

Introduction:  God made a covenant with men by means of The Law.  In that covenant, God would do certain things for Israel conditioned by their obedience to His Law.  That Law is summarized in the Ten Commandments, but is spelled out in detail in the first five books of the Bible known as the Torah.  In the New Testament this contract between God and mankind is called the Old Covenant.

Exodus 19:5-8   5 'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;  6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel."  7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people, and set before them all these words which the LORD had commanded him.  8 All the people answered together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do!" And Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD.

As part of the Covenant of Law, God graciously appointed a priesthood to make sacrifices for their sin.  He did this because He knew the brokenness and sin of men.   Here is grace in the Old Testament.  God could have said, “You didn’t keep your part of the covenant so you must die and go to hell.”  But instead He made a provision for men.  The priest could offer a sacrifice to God on their behalf.   God promised to cover over their sins with this sacrifice.  

Leviticus 5:5-6  5 'So it shall be when he becomes guilty in one of these, that he shall confess that in which he has sinned.  6 'He shall also bring his guilt offering to the LORD for his sin which he has committed, a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement on his behalf for his sin.

OT priests were sinners who had to sacrifice for their own sins before they could offer an animal sacrifice to God.   Animals are not as valuable as humans.  Would anyone trade their child for any animal?  Of course not.   Our Jesus is a Superior Priest.  Here is how:  He never committed any sin!  He was directly appointed by God to be your priest and not by a rule that says if you are born in a certain family  you are a priest! And He did not offer animals in place of humans.  He offer a perfect human man to pay for an imperfect human being. (you and me).  Jesus became a Superior Priest to all others who have ever existed. 

The “Old Covenant” was not bad.  It is old because it has been replaced by something “new.”  Jesus, The Eternal Son of God became a man and fulfilled and obeyed everything required by the Old Covenant.  A sinless man who lived a sinless life and who dies a sinners death so that He could pay for your sins.  He did not die for His own sins but entirely for yours.  Jesus was and is the Superior Priest who offers Himself as the perfect sacrifice and payment for your sin.  In so doing Jesus put up security (surety) for your salvation.  What you could never do and what you could never pay, Jesus did and paid on your behalf.  Jesus introduced “The New Covenant” in which God the Son would keep your portion for you.  He would obey!  He would love God with all His heart!  He would be pure and sinless and welcome in heaven with God!  He would do all this on your behalf.  He would guarantee your obedience before the Judge of Creation. 
Jesus initiated a Superior Covenant!

Hebrews 7:22   22 …. Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

All of this means that Christ Jesus gave us a Superior Salvation. One that does not depend on us in anyway, because men will always fail in this request.    

Romans 3:9-11   9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin;  10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;

Jesus offers a Superior Salvation!  Superior to anything else the world offers.  All religions, all morality and self-righteous behaviors must make some provision for their sinful, broken selves.  Ritual, confession, communion, penance, good works, giving, morality, prayers, mental assent to the Bible, dietary rules, ascetic self-denial and for good measure let’s just add social justice advocacy and environmental activism.

Here is the problem with all of these (I’m sorry if I missed any);  You will never know if you have performed enough of the right rituals or confessed everything.  You cannot be certain you have done enough good works to out-weigh your sin.  Are you moral enough, have you prayed enough, have you believed sincerely enough? Have you denied your physical desires enough?    This is a plan for salvation that is fraught with danger, pitfalls and mine fields. It hopes in what you can do and how well you can do it.  It hopes that God will not keep His word and require you to be without sin when you enter heaven.  BUT…God says…..

James 2:10   10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 

Romans 6:23  23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Scripture reveals five ways that Jesus provides a Superior Salvation.  

· His priestly ministry is eternal [23-24]
· He is always interceding in heaven for us [25]
· He is perfectly sinless [26]
· He is the perfect sacrifice [27]
· He is our eternally perfect Savior [28]

His priestly ministry is eternal [23-24]

The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by death from continuing,  [23]:  Those offering the sacrifices for the sins of the people died.  They got old and passed away and were replaced by other inadequate priests who continued to daily offer inadequate sacrifices that served to reveal to the people that they were… inadequate.  John MacArthur notes that “The Levitical priests had what might be called the ultimate dis-qualification for permanent ministry: death!”

In Numbers is God’s ultimate illustration of this.  Aaron (The father of the priesthood) died.  It happened like this: 

Numbers 20:23-29   23 Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor by the border of the land of Edom, saying,  24 "Aaron will be gathered to his people; for he shall not enter the land which I have given to the sons of Israel, because you rebelled against My command at the waters of Meribah.  25 "Take Aaron and his son Eleazar and bring them up to Mount Hor;  26 and strip Aaron of his garments and put them on his son Eleazar. So Aaron will be gathered to his people, and will die there."  27 So Moses did just as the LORD had commanded, and they went up to Mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation.  28 After Moses had stripped Aaron of his garments and put them on his son Eleazar, Aaron died there on the mountain top. Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain.  29 When all the congregation saw that Aaron had died, all the house of Israel wept for Aaron thirty days.

Their beloved High Priest was dead and they were still out in the wilderness.  Aaron, a mere man, could not take them into the promised land.  No mere man can give eternal life to others and their own mortality is the ultimate illustration of that.

But Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently [24]:  Priests offered acceptable sacrifices to God,  but the priests themselves were unacceptable to God.  They had to offer for their own sins and they died like all other men.  

Jesus does not die.  He did die, but God raised Him back to life and that physical life is eternal. Speaking of our spiritual union with Christ through faith, Paul says, 

Romans 6:8-10  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.  10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 


He is always interceding in heaven for us [25]

Jesus ”holds His priesthood permanently!”  “Permanently” means unchangeable.  The way he was when He died on the Cross and the way He was when He ascended into heaven and His sinless immortal intercession for us will never change in anyway.  

Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them [25]: He won’t get old!  He won’t get tired!  He won’t get sick of constantly caring for a broken sinner like you!  He is a Superior Priest who offers a Superior Sacrifice and who provides a Superior Salvation.  All this because He is Fully God and Fully Man.  He has no sin!  He is not mortal! And His life is unchangeable! 

I knew a man who said he was considering coming to our church, but wanted to know if I would be retiring soon like his last pastor.  He quit going to church after that for a long time.  Pastors get old and retire and even die, but you can and absolutely should draw near to Christ every day of your life.  He is praying to God for you.      


He is perfectly sinless [26]

For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens [26]:  You were made holy when you came to Christ and received His holiness but Jesus was born holy.  He committed no offense to God ever.  Innocent means He did nothing harmful toward any man.  He kept the first and the second commandment and offers that as a guarantee on your behalf to God.  

Mark 12:30-31  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'  31 "The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment greater than these."

He had no flaws whatsoever.  He was undefiled!  He was “separated from sinner.”  Now Jesus spent His entire life with sinners.  He ate with prostitutes and thieving, conniving tax collectors.  He even said…

Luke 5:31-32   31 And Jesus answered and said to them, "It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick.  32 "I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance."

Scripture is speaking of His nature.  His human nature was not sinful and because of that He is exalted to the highest place. 

Philippians 2:9  9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,


He is the perfect sacrifice [27]

Who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself [27]:  Obviously, Jesus has no need of offering sacrifices for His own sins before He can offer them for ours.  More importantly to note in this verse is that earthly priest offer daily sacrifices.  There do not need to be daily offering or “sacrifices” but human religion and priesthoods still do it to this day.  

Catholic author John A. O’Brien, writing in The Faith of Millions, said, “The Mass is the renewal and perpetuation of the sacrifice of the cross in the sense that it offers [Jesus] anew to God . . . and thus commemorates the sacrifice of the cross, reenacts it symbolically and mystically, and applies the fruits of Christ’s death upon the cross to individual human souls.”

Ongoing, daily sacrifices were abolished at the Cross. Human priesthood, human sacrifices and offerings provide a  human salvation.  Those offering them are not holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens.  Their daily offering year in and year out do nothing to take away sin but can only remind you of your sin. 

The term “Catholic Guilt” exists for a reason.  We are guilty and human sacrifices can never take away sin.  A daily mass and a human priesthood reminds you of your guilt but does nothing to make you righteous.  

Hebrews 10:11-12  11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;  12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD,


He is our eternally perfect Savior [28]  

For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever [28]: The Law just took all the men from the right family and made them priests.  They were …to the man… mere men.  Some were sincere and good hearted, but still sinners and weak.  Weak means without power.  They just could not lift the load set before them.  None of them could.  They were appointed as symbols of mankind’s need of an intercessor and priest.

Hebrews 10:3   3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year.

Jesus was a Superior Savior.  He was not weak.  He was perfect!  He was “able!”  He was strong enough, good enough, and righteous enough to offer Himself for your sins.    While all other things are inadequate, Jesus Christ is fully adequate. 
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Conclusion:  When God swore an oath that Jesus is our Great High Priest, He abolished all other priesthoods.  Jesus did not oppose the Old Testament Priesthood, He filled it with the actual meaning that God had intended it for.  

Matthew 5:17   17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.

The insufficient and constantly repeated sacrifices and offerings were replaced by Christ’s single, sufficient offering of a perfect offering.  A perfect priest offering a perfect sacrifice.  No need to repeat something that has accomplished a perfect salvation.   
In Hebrews seven God has revealed that Jesus is the ultimate Priest.  Supremely strong and able to take away your sins.  He was appointed directly by the Father for this task showing that The Law (Old Covenant) was fulfilled in Christ.  And He provided a once and all Salvation.  Not one that depended on us or upon our earthly priest or religion but on The Perfect, Holy, Living Son of God.     

We have a Supreme Priest who has established a Supreme Covenant that gives us a Supreme Salvation.  

Our normal inclinations are to rely on ourselves or other things in this world for fulfillment,   but these things are replaced by Christ.  He crushes all idols, both religious and secular, and will gladly fill you fully and solely with His own sufficiency.  Please do not add Him to your other experiences and expectations.  God will answer the prayer that asks Him to help you see that Jesus is sufficient for you.  There is no striving left to do for you.  No sacrifices to offer and no works to perform.  There is only rest and joy in Christ Jesus, The King of Righteousness and Peace. He is worthy to be the object of your affections, your love and your trust. 

Ephesians 1:3-8   3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us.

Ephesians 1:13-14   13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Ephesians 1:15-23  15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints,  16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers;  17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might  20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
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